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Foreword

A World War I memorial can be seen in virtually every
community in the Czech lands. Under the column listing the
names belonging to the men who died in the Great War, a tiny
plaque may well be affixed, bearing the names of those, who
perished during the years 1939-1945. Besides Jews, resistance
movement members and their families, the victims of the
Gestapo and the Holocaust, may also be found other names
and the dates of their deaths are often followed by the month
of May 1945. Poignantly, alongside the names of the men can
also be found the names of women and children

In the course of just a few days, a couple of a million peo-
ple swept through the Czech lands, whilst few of these before
(and many not after) had any connection with the country,
most of them were undoubtedly heavily armed. Nearly 2,200
German, 1,800 U.S., and 2,100 Soviet tanks and self-pro-
pelled guns ended up hidden in the “Czech Pocket™.

By this time, three hundred tanks of the Czechoslovak
Independent Armoured Brigade, fighting in France, had
besieged the town of Dunkirk; sixty-five tanks of the 1st
Czechoslovak Independent Tank Brigade had also taken part
in the battles fought in Silesia (being reduced in number to
amere eight machines). The rebirth of the Czechoslovak
Army and the actions of the Czech people, who stood up
in their own (emlory to oppose the German forces after six
years of p P a and
surprise for the Nazis.

Yet, the tragic fate of the two divisions of the Russian
Liberation Army and the political wrangling as to which one
of the Allied forces would first enter Prague, both devalued
the final victory and foreshadowed the oncoming Cold War.

For now however, all of this remains in the future...




On the Western Front, the first weeks of 1945 were marked
by heavy fighting on the salient or “bulge” at the front that
had arisen following the German offensive in the Ardennes,
this off having on D 16th, 1944.
By January 29th, 1945, the 21st and the 12th Allied Army
Groups (which Belgian, Czechoslovak, Dutch,
Canadian and Polish units, besides the British and American
units) had pushed the German Army Group “G” back to
the Rhine. The centre of battle moved southwards, to the
Siegfried Line in the northern Alsace, here the German Army
Groups “G" and “Oberrein” tried to take the advantage
during the American move to the north. Strasburg was the
target of this German attack, which took place between the
Ist and 25th of January. The Allied Franco-American 6th
Army Group repulsed the attack and continued to eliminate
the German bridgehead on the left bank of the Rhine near
Colmar. A “Hungry Winter” emerged in the still-occupied
part of the Netherlands. Since the Nazi administration had
not provided for the sufficient supply of food stocks during
the summer of 1944, by the spring of 1945 the Dutch people
were nearing starvation. South from neutral Switzerland, the

border between France and Italy was only sparsely manned.
The difficult terrain and Mussolini’s inglorious experience at
making any progress in this area in 1940 discouraged both
sides from any similar attempts in this area.

At the main front in Italy, the winter war 1944/1945 passed
with positional fighting on the Gothic Line, which lead over
the mountain ridges north of the Amo and Foglia Rivers.
Against the 15th Allied Army Group, which (along with
its British and American units) included Brazilian, French,
Indian, Italian, Canadian, New Zealand, Polish and Jewish
units, stood the German Army Group “C”, amongst which
could also be found unarmed labour units made up of Italian,
Cossack, Slovak and Czech personnel. The main defensive
positions of the Gothic Line were broken by the American
5th Army north of Florence and by the British 8th Army
near Rimini as early as September 1944, however, the tough
German resistance, the difficult terrain and the civil war in
Greece, which drained away part of the British forces, did not
allow for any greater action to be launched before April 1945.

In Yugoslavia, the National Liberation Army, consisting



ainly of Serbs, however, lead by a Croat - the Communist
Marshal Tito, supported by the British and Stalin, continued
to push the German Army Group “E” out of Yugoslavian ter-
ritory.

As of January 1945, the right wing of the Yugoslav forces
was neighbouring the 3rd Ukrainian Front of the Red Army,
which along with the 1st Bulgarian Army was attacking Pécs
and Szigetvar across the Drava River. Further to the north, the
2nd Ukrainian Front together with the Ist and 4th Romanian
Armies was continuing with the Budapest Operation, a cam-
paign that had been underway since the 28th of February, of
the previous year. On December 26th, they beset Budapest
and until its capitulation on the February 13th, 1945, they
fought fiercely contended battles between Lake Balaton and
the River Danube; preventing the attempts of the German
Army Group Siid to relieve the besieged Hungaro-German
units. At the town of Levice, the front lines tended east, rough-
ly following the present day’s Slovak-Hungarian border.

More to the north, in eastern Slovakia, the 4th Ukrainian
Front was having sub-C: i
Ruthenia by the autumn of 1944 — the first land of the
Czechoslovak Republic in its pre-1938 borders to be liberated
(having previously been occupied by Hungary).

Further north, from September 1944 the 1st Ukrainian and
the 1st Byelorussian Front were in position on the Vistula, and
together with the 1st Polish Army they watched the massacre
of the Warsaw uprising from the River’s right banks. On 12th
of January 1945, they launched the Vistula-Oder Operation
against the German Weichsel Group of Armies. Before the

beginning of February, the striking forces of the 1st Ukrainian
and the 1st Byelorussian Front reached the river Oder, build-
ing a number of bridgeheads on its left bank.

The 2nd and 3rd Byelorussian Fronts and the st Baltic
Front were facing Eastern Prussia. On the Kurland Peninsula
in Latvia the 2nd and 3rd Baltic Fronts, besieging German
Army Group Nord, completed their enclosure of the German
forces trapping them on the peninsula.

With Finland signing an armistice with the Allies on
September 19th, 1944 the Germans created the Narvik Group
to defend Norway against the possibility of the Red Army
attacking across Finnish territory. However, the Soviets were
satisfied with eliminating Finland from the war and with con-
quering the town of Kirkenes in northern Norway, at the end
of October 1944, and progressed no further. In accordance
with the “scorched earth™ policy, the Germans burned down
a great number of Norwegian settlements during their retreat.
The area vacated by the Germans was taken over by the
Norwegian Army, returning from exile in Great Britain via
the Soviet harbour of Murmansk, however they did not join
battle with the enefny before the war came to an end.

Between the 4th and 11th of February, the Allied confer-
ence at Yalta was held, to resolve the post-war arrangements
for Germany.

By the middle of March, three Allied Army Groups (21st,
12th and 6th) had conquered the entire length of the left bank
of the Rhine. On March 7th, the 12th Army Group (American
Ist Army) crossed the Rhine near Remagen, where a bridge-



Hie Rine near Wesel in a combined operation Plunder, assis!
ed by the deployment of amphibious vehicles and by the sup
port of three airborne divisions. (The airdrop across the Rhin
was codenamed Varsity.) So, the German Western Front wa
broken in two locations — north and south of its industria
heartland, and shortly after, the main German forces on th
Western Front were beset in the Ruhr pocket, where the;
endured until the middle of April, however, on their progres
to central Germany, the Allied armies faced only the residue:
of a retreating army and the local units of the Volkssturm.

Meanwhile, in the mountainous terrain of Italy, positiona
battles on the Gothic Line were in progress until as late a:
March 1945.

In Hungary, the Germa

carried out their last attack or

the night of the 6th of March. By the beginning of March
1945, the front in southern Hungary extended from the

Danube River westwards, then followed the Drava River,
further tending north to Lake Balaton, returning east upon
its banks, and finally, from its eastern tip raised northwards,
back to the Danube. The Soviet's allies - the Bulgarians and
the Yugoslavs, occupied the southern part of the front. The
goal of the German attack was to chase out the Soviets from
the right bank of the Danube south of Budapest, to destroy
the 3rd Ukrainian Front located there and (in Hitler's unreal-
istic visions) to support the Balkan Nations’ uprising against
the Soviet Army.

The Army Group Siid attacked with the 6th SS Panzer
Army from the area between Lakes Balaton and Velence,
while the 2nd Panzer Army attacked from the area between
the Drava River and Lake Balaton. Army Group “E” joined
them with relief attacks over the Drava from the south. After
the German tanks passed through the positions of the Soviet,
Bulgarian and Yugoslav armies, they encountered entrenched

Sovétsti vojdci v bojich

o slovenské mésto Zvolen
v poloviné bFezna 1945.
(VHA)

Soviet soldiers during
fighting in the Slovak
town of Zvolen in

the middle of March 1945




British soldiers involved
in fighting behind the
Rhine during the advance
towards Osnabriick at

the end of March 1945.

artillery reserves and anumber of defensive lines. ‘Ihe
Germans reached Kaposvar and Simontorn in the north, how-
ever, they were stopped on the 15th of March, after a battle
lasting for ten days. A day later, on the 16th of March, the
remaining forces of the 3rd Ukraininan Front attacked from
the area further north, from Budapest, along the right bank
of the Danube, while the 2nd Ukrainian Front, supported by
River Monitors and Marines attacked along the left bank of
the Danube towards Vienna.

In February and March, the 1st and 2nd Byelorussian
Front headed off from the Oder River, to Pomerania, where
Army Group “Weichsel” had retreated, further eliminat-
ing the German resistance upon the Baltic coast, from the
Oder Delta eastwards. Significant German units were beset
at Gdynia, Gdansk (Danzig) and Kaliningrad (Konigsberg),
where some of them continued to resist until March 1945.
The 1st Ukrainian Front turned southwards following the
break-through, into Silesia, towards the mountain ranges

bordering the Czech territory. On February 11th, Wroclaw
(Breslau) was besieged; the German forces resisted the Soviet

troops, only capitulating here as late as May 1945. During the
re-supply operations to the besieged forces the Germans used
gliders and paratroopers for the last time. In the course of the
upper-Silesian operation, the units of the Ist Ukrainian Front,
as the first of the Allied forces, reached Osoblaha for a short
while, one of the settlements of the present day’s Czech
Republic (around March 18th).

During April, after the Ruhr pocket had been enclosed, the
Anglo-Canadian 21st Army Group headed east towards the
Elbe and north towards the Baltic Sea. The 12th Army Group
also reached the Elbe and together with the 6th Army Group
continued further south, to Bavaria, Baden-Wiirtenberg and
Austria, with the intention of paralysing the German “Alpine
Fortress”.

As they progressed north, towards the Baltic Sea, the 21st
Army Group captured Hamburg on April 18th. On the same
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Skupina odstFelovati divize Herrmann G
Division in re-conquered Bautzen/BudiSin, 25 April 1945.

day, the American 90th Infantry Division from the 12th
Army Group reached the territory of the pre- Munich Treaty
Czechoslovakia near Hranice, de jure breaking the German
Reich into two parts. On April 30th, the 12th Army Group
stood on the Austro-German border.

In Italy, the spring offensive of the Allied 15th Army
Group was launched. On April 21st, the Allies conquered
Bologna; on April 25th they crossed the River Po. In the
territory of northern Italy, a National Uprising broke out, in
which Czech personnel from 11 battalions of the Government
Forces of the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia (disarmed
by the Germans in the autumn of 1944 and being used as
labour forces) actively took part, together with the still-armed
2nd Slovak Technical Division based in Milan.

ing v dobytém Budyiné, 25. dubna 1945. (SUA) » A group of snipers of the Herrmann Giring

To the south part of the Eastern front the 2nd Ukrainian
Front captured the town of Bratislava at 4th April and the 3rd
Ukrainian front Captured Vienna at 13th April. At 15th April
the 2nd Ukrainian Front started it’s attack on Brno and on the
very same day the 4th Ukrainian Front in Silesia attacked
towards Ostrava.

On April 16th, acouple of days after the western Allies
reached the Elbe, the Ist Ukrainian and the Ist and 2nd
Byelorussian Front launched an attack on Berlin from the
bridgeheads on the Oder and Neisse Rivers. On April 25th,
the Ist Ukrainian Front (58th Guards Division) met with
the American 12th Army Group (American 1st Army) near
Torgau on the River Elbe, splitting Germany de facto into
two parts. This kept the Front north of the German Army
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Group Ostmark and in a wide curve the Front stretched from
the White Carpathians, the Jeseniky Ranges, Kladsko and
the Silesian Foothills of the Giant Mountains, all the way to
Cottbus and the Niesse River. However, the German Army
Group Mitte would participate in the battle for Berlin. After
the Soviet offensive commenced, the group engaged the wing
of the 1st Ukrainian Front from the Upper Lusatia, where the
2nd Polish Army was attacking. On April 25th, they took over
Bautzen, thus preventing the Poles from capturing Dresden.
However, the outcome of the battle for Berlin was not signifi-
cantly influenced. The 1st Ukrainian and the 1st Byelorussian
Front beset the city, and on April 30th, the Fiihrer and
Reich’s chancellor Adolph Hitler committed suicide. The
5 government of the war-desolated Germany was taken over

opaha ¥ RE L by Grossadmiral (Grand Admiral) Karl Dénitz. As the seat
o of the government, he chose the town of Flensburg, near the
Danish border.

To the north, by the Baltic Sea, the 3rd Byelorussian Front
o e Jaunched the final attack on Kaliningrad (Konigsberg), which
{ fell three days later.
VLEVO: Fronty v Evropé na konci dubna 1945.
LEFT: Fronts in the European Theatre of Operations at the end of
April 1945.

Nakldddni potravin do pumovnic Lancasterii pro hladovéjici Holandany na jafe 1945. Jeden Lancaster dokdzal denné shodit mnoZstvi
potravin, které stacily pro 3280 lidi. (VHA) * Loading of ‘food supplies onto Avro Lancasters for despatch to the starving Dutch populace
in the spring of 1945 (Operation Manna). One Lancaster could feed 3,280 people a day.




The Soviet Army enters
the Czech lands

Prior to the arrival of regular Soviet ground forces, a consi-
derable number of i i gathering and i airbor-
ne units were being sent into the territory of the German occu-
pied Protectorate. From the middle of August 1944 until May
1945, about sixty such groups were dropped. Their assign-
ments were to provide strategic information by radio and to
lead localised guerrilla warfare in the enemy’s rear areas. To
achieve these goals, underground units were established to
organise the partisan fighters, the partisans units were compo-
sed of former captives, (those who had escaped from German
prison transports, those hiding out in the forests and escapees
from the forced labour pamec mvolvcd in trench-digging and
work on similar def ions), or from
of the home resi . The i densely
populated terrain and the slower rate of progress on the Front
than had been expected by the Soviet command often lead to
great loss of life amongst these units when in combat — howe-
ver, their activities would be fully developed by the Soviet
command and control units dropped shortly before the end of
the war. It was to be the members of Partisan Group “Olga”
who would achieve the greatest success for these groups,
when they captured the commander of the German 16th
Panzer Division, Generalleutnant von Miiller, (on April 18th,
1945). Along with their military assignments, the positioning
of Soviet insurgent forces had political aims as well; in pam»
cular the i of National Revoluti y Co
intended to aid in the post-war takeover of power and ensure
that these committees were occupied with people chosen
by the Soviets. It should also be noted that Czechoslovak
citizens were amongst the insurgent forces dropped into the
Protectorate by the Soviets.

Of the ground forces, the 1st Ukrainian Front stepped onto
Czech territory in the course of the Upper-Silesian operati-
on, possibly as early as March 18th, at the Osoblaha corner.
Despite this early liberating of Czech Territory, German units
would later struggle south through this area when threatened
by a possible siege to the south of Opole. The 59th Army of
the Ist Ukrainian Front would finally occupy Osoblaha on




March 31st. In the course of the fighting, the village was
nearly levelled. The 60th Army of the same Front also stepped
over the pre-Munich Treaty borders and liberated the village
of Sudice. The main efforts of the Front were now concentra-
ted on the course to Berlin - its units later returning to Czech
Territory in May 1945.

At this point, it is necessary to point out a generally shared
misunderstanding. When naming higher combat formations,
the Soviet, German, American and British terminology disa-
grees. For example, a Soviet Tank Brigade counting 65 tanks
was roughly equal to a German Panzer Abteilung (70 tanks)
or to an American Tank Battalion (77 tanks). With its 228
tanks, a Soviet Tank Corps in 1945 was stronger, than a Ger-
man Tank Division (140 tanks), however, it was weaker, than
an American Armored Division (263 tanks), or than a British
Armoured brigade (306 tanks). A German Army Group usu-
ally represented a larger formation than a Soviet Front. The
Front was usually larger than a German Army, however, the
latter’s army was larger than a Soviet Army. Nor is it possible
to declare, that a Soviet Army was comparable to a German
Corps by its strength.

All the above-mentioned information relates to the so-cal-
led tabular strengths, e.g. the ideal number of soldiers prescri-
bed by the orders of the corresponding army. Naturally, during
combat these numbers decreased making it hard to compare
the fresh American 16th Division, advancing on Pilsen in full
strength, with the Soviet 9th Mechanised Corps, consisting of
39 tanks and self-propelled guns (after the Brno Operation).

This is stressed here on account of the fact that especial-
ly with the descriptions of the Soviet army operations, their
formations tend to appear stronger than they were in reality.
Therefore, a “mere” German Division could pose a worthy
opponent to a Soviet Army.

The Brno Operation

The 2nd Ukrainian Front was the second regular formation
of the Soviet Armed Forces to enter Czech territory. Within
the Bratislava — Brno Operation, the 8th Guards Cavalry
Division of the 6th Guards Cavalry Corps of the 1st Guards
Cavalry-Mechanised Group (1st GIMS) crossed the Morava
River on April 7th, 1945. Until April 13th, the division created
a twenty-kilometre bridgehead near the towns Landshut and
Hodonin.

On April 15th, minus one day from the launch of the Berlin
Operation, the Ist GIMS launched an attack on Brno. In the
direction of Ofechov — Brno, the Soviet tanks penetrated into
the area of the Troubsko village, while the tank reconnaissan-
ce unit of the 41sf Guards Tank Brigade reached the suburbs
of Brno. However, on March 20th, the German 16th Panzer
Division launched a counterattack against the flanks of the
Soviet units, encircling two brigades of the 7th Mechanised
Corps and one Cavalry Division. The first Soviet attempt at
reaching the city of Brno was thus stalled, resulting in fierce
localised fighting accompanied by great losses on both sides.

On April 15th, the 6th Guards Tank Army (6th GTA) beca-
me a subordinate unit of the 2nd Ukrainian Front. On April
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Stiha¢ tankii Sd Kfz 251/22 kryje tistup némeckych jednotek z Brna, 26. dubna 1945 na silnici z Krdlova pole do Husdrovic. (CTK)
Tank destroyer, Sd Kfz 251/22, covers the retreat of the German forces from Brano at the Krdlovo Pole — Husdrovice Road, 26 April 1945.

sun 6. GTA k Brnu sovétskym tylem, pies slovenské izemi.

Do prostoru Ofechova byla k vyprosténi svych bloko-
vanych jednotek do 22. dubna soustfedéna celd 1. gardovd
jezdecko - mechanizovand skupina. 6. GTA se presunula na
pravé kifdlo Gtoéné setavy 2. ukrajinského frontu do pasma
53. armédy, v prostoru Kiepic.

Réno 23. dubna zacal druhy sovétsky dtok na Brno dtokem
1. GIMS na levém kiidle. Po délostelecké piipravé a dtoku
pésdkii 53. armddy, ktefi prekonali predni okraj némecké
obrany byla ve 12:00 nasazena i 6. GTA na pravém kiidle.

19th, the Army launched an attack from the Moravian Field
north, towards Brno, however, it was stopped by the impene-
trable valley of the Dyje River, which had been flooded fol-
lowing the emptying of the Dam of Vranov by the Germans.
For this reason, the attack was halted and the 6th GTA moved
to Brno through the Soviet rear area, across the territory of
Slovakia.

On April 22nd, the entire 1st Guards Cavalry-Mechanised
Group was concentrated into the area of Ofechov, to rescue
units of their own forces who were in trouble. The 6th GTA

] Tanky Sherman M4A2
soviéitské 6. gardové
tankové armddy

v Kfenové ulici v Brné, 26.
dubna 1945.

(J. Bajer)

Sherman M4A2 tanks,
of the Soviet 6th Guards
Tank Army on Kenovd
Street in Brno,

26 April 1945.
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Némecké tanky Pz Kpfw V Panther znicené v bojich u Vy$kova v poslednim tydnu dubna 1945. (G. Svoboda)
German tanks, Pz Kpfw V Panther destroyed during fighting near Vyskov in the last week of April 1945.

V prvnim sledu ttogily oba jeji mechanizované sbory (2. a 9.
gardové), nésledoviny v zdloze 5. gardovym tankovym sbo-
rem. Némecké veleni rezignovalo na pouli¢ni boj, 25. dubna
némecké jednotky mésto vyklidily a zaujaly novou obrannou
&aru severné a zdpadné od Brna, kterd pak vydrZela v nezmé-
néné podobé do 8. kvétna.

Od 26. dubna dtocila 6. gardova tankovd armida spolu
s 1. rumunskou a 53. armadou na severovychod, pfes Vyskov
na Olomouc, kde se mél 2. ukrajinsky front spojit se vstficné
postupujicim 4. ukrajinskym frontem a obkli¢it némeckou

moved onto the right wing of the attacking group of the 2nd
Ukrainian Front, into the zone of the 53rd Army (in the area
of Kfepice).

During the morning of April 23rd, the second Soviet attack
on Brno was launched, starting with the attack of the lst
GJIMS on the left wing. After the artillery preparation and
after the attack of the 53rd Army’s infantry, who passed the
forward perimeters of the German defences, the 6th GTA on
the right wing was sent into battle. Its two mechanised corps
(2nd and 9th Guards) attacked in the first wave, followed by

Vraky tankii T-34/85

2 5. gardového tankového
sboru 6. gardové
tankové armddy,

zniené u Klenovic,

jizné od Prostéjova

na konci dubna 1945.
(SUA)

Wreckages of T-34/85
tanks of the 5th Guards
Tank Corps of the

6th Guards Tank Army
destroyed near Klenovice,
south of Prostéjov

at the end of April 1945.
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Vraky tankii T-34/85 z 5. gardového tankového sboru zapadIé v ko-
ryté potoka Okennd u Klenovic, jizné od Prost&jova na konci dubna
1945. (SUA) » Wreckages of T-34/85 tanks of the 5th Guards Tank
Corps trapped in the Okennd Stream near Klenovice at the end
of April 1945.

1. tankovou armédu. Tento , Klestovy dder* by v pfipadé ispé-
chu nejspiSe vesel do udebnic pod nazvem olomouckd opera-
ce. Na prelomu dubna a kvétna ale némecka obrana postup
6. gardové tankové armédy a tim i celého frontu zastavila jiz-
né od Prost&jova.

Zajimavd smésice vozidel znidenych ve druhé poloviné dubna 1945
v Ceském Slezsku. Vievo 1S-2, ddle SU-85 s némeckym kfiZem na
zadnim panciFi, Renault R-35 a Pz Kpfw V Panther. Zcela vpravo
vzadu stihaée tankii Hetzer. (VHA)

the 5th Tank Corps as a reserve. The German command, to
avoid costly street fighting, evacuated the city on April 25th,
and occupied a new defensive line north and west of Brno,
which they maintained unchanged until May 8th.

On April 26th, the 6th Guards Tank Brigade along with the
1st Romanian and the 53rd Army attacked in the north-eastern
direction, above Vy3kov to Olomouc, where the 2nd Ukrainian
Front planned to meet the 4th Ukrainian Front advancing in
the opposite direction and to besiege the German 1st Tank
Army. Had it succeeded this “pincer movement” would pro-
bably have been later celebrated as the Olomouc Operation.
However, by the end of April, the German defenders had stop-
ped the advance of the 6th Tank Army, stopping the forward
movement of the entire frontline south of Prost&jov.

An interesting mixture of vehicles destroyed during the Ostrava
Operation in Silesia in the second half of April 1945. From left
to right: 1S-2, German war-booty SU-85, Renault R-35 and Pz
Kpfw V Panther. Hetzer tank destroyers can be seen, at right
in the background.



Stihace tankii

kého opevnéni OP-S 10 , K¥iZovatka® u Opavy. (VHA) ® Tank destroyers,
of the German 17th Panzerdivision destroyed during fighting at the pre-war

Kfz 251/22 a Marder I11 z 27. oddilu stihadii tanki némecké 17. tankové divize, znicené v dubnovych bojich u objektu

-
Sd Kfz 251/22 and a Marder 11, of the 27th Panzerjiigerabteilung
Czechoslovak fortifications between the towns of Opava and

Ostrava, used by the Germans as a defence location in April 1945. Blockhouse at right is the OP-S 10 “KFiZovatka*.

The Ostrava Operation

The ill-fated 4th Ukrainian Front was the last and the
weakest of the three Soviet Fronts to enter the Cz
However, it was ordered to this Front to enter Czech territory
as early as February 17th 1945. After the launch of the opera-
tion (planned for March 10th), its units were ordered to pass
the city of Ostrava from the south and to reach Prague via
Olomouc within 45 days. However, the attack in the area of
Tésin between 10th and 18th of March failed totally. Instead
of covering the planned distance of 120 kilometres, the 38th
and the 1st Guards Army made good only eight! The same
distance separated them from the OlSe River, e.g. from the
Czechoslovak border. After this failure, the Front’s command-
er was replaced, together with his chief of staff.

Later, the advance of the Ist Ukrainian Front in upper-
Silesia allowed the 4th Ukrainian Front to approach the Olse
River between the 24th and 31st March. Near the village of
Tworkéw, the frontline even crossed the Odra River for a short
while. From the beginning of April, the Front was reinforced
by the neighbouring 60th Army of the 1st Ukrainian Front,
which was already located in Czech-Silesia, in the area of
Sudice. This is how the 4th Ukrainian Front finally reached
the Czech lands.

One day before the launch of the Berlin Operation, on
April 15th, the 60th and 38th Armies launched an attack from
the area of Ratibof, south towards Opava and Ostrava, further
continuing to Olomouc, to meet the 2nd Ukrainian Front. The
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postupem rychlych skupin prakticky némeckym tylem k Os-
travé, kterou mély dosahnout tfeti den operace. Rychlé skupi-
ny ale 17. dubna narazily v hloubce némecké obrany na linii
byvalych Eeskoslovenskych opevnéni z tiicatych let, kterou
Némci vyuZli a kterd sovétsky postup paralyzovala. Tanky
a automobily rychlych skupin musely po¢kat na postup poma-
h hlavnich sil frontu a vyckat, aZ jim Zenisté, délostfelci
a p&¥iici prorazi dalii koridory k zahdjeni nového ttoku. Mezi
20. a 23. dubnem probihal boj o opevnéni prakticky od srubi
OP-S 18 aZ po pfiblizn& MO-S 16 nebo i déle na vychod.

22. dubna dobyla 60. arméda Opavu a 26. dubna zautogil
front znovu i na Ostravském sméru: 60. armada od Opavy, 38.
armdada z pfedmosti u Dolniho BeneSova a 1. gardova arma-
da z prostoru Darkovic. 30. dubna padla Némci vyklizena
Ostrava, nicméné postup frontu se bojem o opevnéni zdrZel
natolik, Ze k planovanému spojeni s 2. ukrajinskym frontem
u Olomouce doslo aZ v prvnich kvétnovych dnech a némecka
1. tankova armada se z prostoru ohroZeného obkli¢enim staci-
la stdhnout.

Sovétské tanky IS-2 ze 42. gardové 163ké tankové brigddy v Ostravé,
30. dubna 1945. (MDH)

Soviet tanks, IS-2, of the 42nd Guards Heavy Tank Brigade
in Ostrava, 30 April 1945.

2nd Front advanced from Brno northeast, through Vyskov, to
meet the 4th Front. The attack of the 4th Ukrainian Front fol-
lowed the usual operational scenario for the Red Army at this
stage of the war — a typical blitzkrieg. The Soviet command
planned on breaking through the German field defences in
Silesia and rapidly advancing fast units through the German
rear area to the town of Ostrava, which, according to the plans
had to be reached in three days from the start of the operation.
However, the fast groups ed a former Cz slovak
defensive line, now employed by the Germans, thus paralys-
ing the Soviet advance. Tanks and motor vehicles of the fast
groups now had to wait for the slower forces of the Front, for
the engineers, artillery and infantry to create new approach
corridors, so they could launch arenewed attack. Between
April 20th and 23rd, the troops were engaged in fighting the
Germans from the Blockhouses OP-S 18 roughly through to
MO-S 16 and even further to the east.

On April 22nd, the 60th Army captured Opava and on April
26th, the Front attacked again in the direction of Ostrava: the
60th Army from Opava, the 38th Army from the bridgehead
near Dolni BeneSov and the 1st Guards Army from the area
of Darkovice. On April 30th, the city of Ostrava, evacuated
by the Germans, was liberated, however, due to the fighting
at the defensive line, the advance of the Front was delayed,
so the planned meeting with the 2nd Ukrainian Front near
Olomouc was only realised later on, in the first days of May.
The German 1st Panzer Army had sufficient time to retreat
from the area in advance of the enveloping siege.
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Shermany M4A1 (76mm) ze 782. tankového praporu, piidéleného americké 97. péi divizi, v Chebu 26. dubna 1945. (VHA)
Sherman M4A1 (76mm) tanks, of the 782nd Tank Battalion attached to the American 97th Infantry Division in Cheb, 26 April 1945.

Americ¢ané pirekracuji hranice
Ceskoslovenska

V poloviné dubna 1945 dosdhla spojeneckd vojska Labe
a tim i demarkalni &ary se Sovétskym svazem na Gzemi
Némecka. Sestd a dvanictd skupina armad, které dosud
postupovaly po boku jednadvacité skupiny arméd na vychod,
do nitra Némecka, se oto€ily o devadesit stupiiii na jih a 22.
dubna zahajily postup proti pfedpokladané némecké ,,Alpské
pevnosti*. Americkd 3. armada, kterd dosud tvorila elo uto¢-
ného postupu, dostala nyni za kol postupovat po obou bre-
zich Dunaje a kryt levy bok tohoto mohutného uskupeni.

Je$té pied zahdjenim dunajského taZeni, 18. dubna, obsa-
dila 90. p&i divize XII. sboru 3. armady mésto Hranice na
tizemi pfedmnichovské CSR. 20. dubna dobyla 2. jezdecka
skupina mésto AS. UZ v ramci postupu do Rakouska, po
dvoudennim boji 25. a 26. dubna, dobyla 97. pési divize
Frantiskovy ldzn& a Cheb. O den pozdgji, 27. dubna, zde
Amerigané odrazili némecky protittok.

Pfi postupu 3. arméady dale na jihovychod obsazovaly 90.
a 97. p&i divize spolu s 2. jezdeckou skupinou horské prii-
smyky v Ceskych pohrani¢nich hordch, za které se po stupu
od Ryna ukryla némecké 7. arméada. Po ttoku 27. dubna ve
sméru od bavorského Birnau se 97. pé&i divize zmocnila
2. kvétna mésta Tachova a 4. kvétna Pfimdy a Plané u Ma-
ridnskych Lazni. Ve dnech 26. dubna aZ 1. kvétna bojovala
americkd 90. p&i divize s némeckou 11. tankovou divizi
mezi Waldmiinchenem a Vierubskym prismykem o ovlad-

The Americans cross the borders
of Czechoslovakia

In the middle of April 1945, the Allied forces reached Elbe,
which served as the dividing line between the western allies
and the Soviet Union (in Germany). The US 6th and 12th
Army Groups, (still advancing side by side with the British
21st Army Group towards the east), now turned ninety degrees
south, launching the advance against the anticipated “Alpine
Redoubt”. The American 3rd Army, serving as the leading
edge of the attacking forces, received an order to advance on
both sides of the River Danube and to backup the left side of
this mighty formation.

Prior to the launch of the Danube Campaign, on April 18th
1945, the 90th Infantry Division of the XIIth Corps of the 3rd
Army occupied the town of Hranice, situated in the territory of
the Czechoslovak Republic at its pre-Munich Treaty borders.
On April 20th, the 2nd Cavalry Group took over the town of
AS. During its advance towards Austria, the 97th Infantry
Division occupied the towns of Frantiskovy lazné and Cheb
during the course of a battle lasting two days (April 25th and
26th). A day later, on April 27th, the Americans repulsed
a German attack at this location.

During the advance of the 3rd Army in the southeast direc-
tion, the 90th and 97th Infantry Divisions, together with the
2nd Cavalry Group occupied the mountain passes of the moun-
tain ranges on the Czech border, behind which the German 7th
Army was hiding, following its retreat from the Rhine. On
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nuti pfistupit k Domazlicim. Boje v tomto prostoru skongily
1. kvétna, kdy se némcukd 11. tankova divize stahla do vnitro-
zemi. Pfi & ého odboje v De Zlici
se jiz pred tim podanln s jejim velitelem dosshnout dohody,
e mésto hdjeno nebude. Divize kapitulovala 4. kvétna vi
Vserubech pfed americkou 2. péSi divizi, ktera zde 90. pé:
divizi vystfidala.

30. dubna osvobodila 2. jezdeckd skupina pfi vypadu za
némecké linie pfibliZzné 300 spojeneckych vile¢nych zajatci
ze zajateckého tabora v B&lé nad Radbuzou a ukofistila také
stado uslechtilych jezdeckych koni z némeckého vojenské-
ho hfeb&ina v blizké Hostouni. 1. kvétna se pfi obsazovéani
Zeleznorudského prismyku stietla se $kolnim praporem SS
posilenym piislusniky Hitlerjugend. S esesiky se 2. jezdecka
skupina stfetla opét 2. kvétna v Hirce.

30. dubna piesla 90. p&si divize na Chebsku do podfize-
nosti V. sboru 1. armady a v nasledujicich dnech se do dseku
mezi ASi a DomaZlicemi pfesunuly ze Saska i ostatni divize
V. sboru. 4. kvétna byl naopak cely V. sbor pfidélen 3. armadé
v rémei piiprav na posledni americkou ofenzivu na evrop-
ském bojiti.

Pz Kpfw IV némecké 1. tankové divize, zniceny v Bridku u Vserub
v boji s americkou 90. péi divizi. Na fotografii jsou zachyceni pFi-
slusnici Eeskoslovenské armady, kteFi odklizeli yraky na Sumavé na
podzim 1945. (F. Mare3)

Pz Kpfw IV tank, of the German 11th Panzerdivision destroyed near
Briidek u Vierub during combat with the American 90th Infantry
Division. The photo shows Czechoslovak soldiers removing the wre-
ckages in the Sumava Mountains in the autumn of 1945.

April 27th, after an attack from the direction of the Bavarian
town of Biirnau, the 97th Infantry Division captured the town
of Tachov, on May 4th they occupied Pfimda and Pland near
the town of Maridnské lazné. In the days between April 26th
and May 1st, the American 90th Infantry Division fought the
German 11th Panzer Division near Waldmiinchen and the
mountain pass of V3eruby, for the control of the access paths
to DomaZzlice. Fighting in this area ended on May 1st, when
the German 11th Panzer Division retreated funher inland.
The of the Czechoslovak underg

had previously negotiated an agreement with lhe Division’s
commander, that the town would not be defended. On May
4th, the German division capitulated at Veruby in front of the
American 2nd Infantry Division, which had taken the place of
the 90th Infantry Division.

On April 30th, during its strike behind the German lines,
the 2nd Cavalry Group liberated approximately 300 Allied
Prisoners of war from the prison camp at B&la nad Radbuzou.
Also, the unit recovered a number of Lipizzaner horses, (the
famous riding horses used by the Spanish Riding School in
Vienna), from a German farm situated in the nearby village
of Hostouii. On May 1st, when occupying the mountain pass
of Zelezna Ruda, the unit clashed with elements of the train-
ing units of the Waffen SS, reinforced with members of the
Hitlerjugend. The 2nd Cavalry Group clashed with the SS men
again on May 2nd at Hurka.

On April 30th, in the region of Cheb, the 90th Infantry
Division came under the command of the Vth Corps of the
US Ist Army. In the following days, the remaining divisions
of the Vth Corps moved from Sachsen into the area between
the towns of A§ and Domazlice. During preparations for the
final American offensive in the European Theatre of War, the
entire Vth Corps was assigned to the US 3rd Army on May
4th 1945.
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Allied advance, Czech Uprising and German counter-attacks from April 1945 to 6 May 1945.

Postup Spojencii, éeské povstdni a némecké protititoky od dubna do 6. kvétna 1945




The Czech uprising
Preparations

The Czechoslovak underground army, named the “Nation’s
Defence” (Obrana ndroda - abbrev. - “ON™), under the com-
mand of Gen. Josef Bily (cover name “Ataman”), was
born immediately after the Nazi occupation of the Czech
lands. The “ON” retained the command structure of the
Czechoslovak Army, which was being disbanded at this time.
In terms of its territorial structure, the army was divided into
regiments, each of them covering the territory of one county.
Large towns had to assemble battalions, while smaller towns
and villages were expected to organise companies. Before
mobilisation, the groups were divided into squads, counting
five men each, so that no more than five individuals knew
about each other’s involvement in the nascent resistance
movement. Also, the “Nation’s Defence” organised military
intelligence and the illegal emigration of military specialists
(mostly pilots) abroad. In September 1939, the “ON" reported
to Paris its preparedness for the National Uprising for the first
time. It was intended that the uprising would be coordinated
with the anticipated offensive of the western allies. However,
following the attack on Poland from the east by the Soviet
Union, (then allied to the Germans), on September 17th 1939,
the Polish military resistance began to collapse, rendering this
plan useless.

In 1940, Gen. Bily was arrested and on September 27th,
1941, he was executed. Actions by the German secret police,
the Gestapo, had by 1942 nearly caused the disintegration of
the command structures of the “Nation’s Defence” along with
its provincial contacts; however, the continuity of command
survived through to 1945. Also, the previous preparation of
the framework of units in the towns and villages (in 1939)

igni y eased the ilisation of people during the
Uprising of 1945.

In June 1944, the commander of the “Nation’s Defence,”
Gen. Zden€k Novidk was arrested. After the arrest of his
successor, Gen. Bldha in September 1944, Gen. FrantiSek
Slunecko (cover name Alex), who was in hiding near Mlada
Boleslav, advanced to the command of the Army.

On April 30th, Gen. Slune¢ko moved to Prague, here he
linked up with the former staff of Gen. Novik, (commanded
by Lt. Col. Raimund Mriézek of the general staff), establishing
his Headquarters Alex in the process. This new headquarters
was to command the Czech manned, uniformed units, of the
Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia — the state and munici-
pal police forces, the Protectorate’s Army and especially, the




Luftschutz — a military-organised corps, subordinated to the
police, whose assignment was to assist in the elimination
of damage resulting from allied bombing raids. The former
intelligence group of the “Nation’s Defence,” lead by Lt. Col.
Frantidek Biirger (cover name Bartos), co-operating with the
group of former, 1st World War, Czech Legionaries, lead by
Gen. Karel Kutlvadr established the Military Command of
Greater Prague (the Headquarters Bartos). This command
also came under the control of HQ Alex.

For a better understanding of the events during the Czech
Uprising, it is necessary to split the German units, fighting
against the Czech militias, into three groups. The first group
consisted of occupational units of the Wehmlachi Waﬁ‘en -SS,
the Gestapo, the Ik , the Todt the
‘Wehrmacht’s military hospitals, reserves and training units
and establishments, the personnel guarding the stocks of
ammunition and other supplies, or, for instance, the military
veterinary hospital. After being attacked by the citizens tak-
ing part in the uprising, these units were sometimes arrested,
prevented from moving or (after negotiations with Czech
patriots) allowed to leave and surrender to the Americans. In
rough numbers, this group comprised some 100,000 soldiers,
who were scattered all over the Protectorate.

The second group consisted of units, whose assignment
was to suppress the uprising. These units were partly located
in the Protectorate and retained their fighting capacity during
the outbreak of the uprising (especially, those units drawn
from the training camps). The rest comprised units called up
from abroad to suppress the uprising (the SS Regiment Der
Fiihrer). Roughly speaking, the second group consisted of
some 50,000 soldiers, of which, one third were sent against
Prague.

At the moment that the uprising started, the third (and by
far the largest) group of German units were engaged in com-
bat with the Allied forces — most of these units were situated
outside the Territory of the Protectorate. These units were
not directly influenced by the uprising, except for one small
detail — the supply of fuel, ammunition and food from the
supply areas, which ceased on May 5th. However, their own
supplies were to prove sufficient, so the units could retain
their fighting capacity for a short time, however not as long
as May 16th, the time scale as initially planned by the com-
mander of Army Group “Mitte”, Feldmarschall Schomer.
These units consisted of veteran soldiers, whose experience
significantly surpassed most of the soldiers from the territo-
rial units. However, such frontline formations cared little
about any uprising — their sole goal was to get as far west as
possible, where the soldiers expected to be better treated in
captivity, than if they surrendered to the Soviets. The usual
figures regarding Army Group “Mitte”, during the Czech
Uprising counts some 1,200,000 men.




The Uprising in Prerov

The above-mentioned distribution of forces shaped the
course of the events in the Czech lands and in the yet-to-be-
~liberated territory of Moravia. The uprising in Pferov, which
commenced on May 1st, serves as an example of the pattern
of events, that (one to ten days) later occurred in nearly every
settlement populated by the Czech people.

On Tuesday, May Ist, the false news of Germany’s capi-
tulation spread throughout the town Pferov. The citizens
of this town put up Czech flags, arrested the local German
units and following the orders, previously broadcast by the
Czech Outland Radio, established a revolutionary National
Committee for administration of civil matters. However, Pferov
was situated upon an important crossroad in the German st
Panzer Army’s service area. At that moment, the army was
threatened by a possible encirclement from Opava and Brno.
Combat groups exempted from the army together with the
standby police groups from HoleSov and Olomouc re-took the
town, freeing the arrested Germans and later executed 24 of
the Czech patriots. By-passing the town, the 1st Panzer Army
retreated west. On May 8th Pferov was occupied by Soviet tro-
ops, virtually without any resistance being encountered.

On May 2nd riots in the town of Nymburk broke-out, again
after the false news of Germany’s capitulation was spread. On
the same day, outbreaks of sporadic fighting between the
Germans and elements of “Vlasov’s Army,” took place in the
areas of Rakovnik and Beroun. On May 3rd, the uprising star-
ted in the area of Semily and the town of Upice.

The Uprising in Nymburk

On May Ist, following the German radio announcement of
the death of Adolf Hitler, the Czechoslovak broadcast on the
BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation) from London called
for the establishment of the National Committees; these were
to temporarily take over the state and public administrati-
on until the arrival of the Czechoslovak Government from
Kosice to Prague.

In the morning of May 2nd, the news spread through
Nymburk, that in the village of Vlkava, the local National
Committee had taken over the municipal administration.
Around 11:00, an assembly was held in the main square of
Nymburk, followed by the removal of German flags and
banners. A hoax, that the war was over and that the German
army had capitulated spread throughout the town. At the local
savings bank, the National Committee assembled, while the
employees of the railway works went on strike at the same
time. The National Committee raised the question of the
command and likely actions of the underground military
movement, however any such activity was considered to be
premature. The area commander, Col. Nouzdk then issued an
order for the National Committee to keep the demonstration
free of any armed action.

The German units, surprised by the pace of events main-
tained a low profile. Following negotiations, the Germans



withdrew their patrols back into barracks. However, a Gesta-
po unit from Ji¢in arrived and ordered the county governor
(okresni hejtman) to be suspended.

On May 3rd the district office issued an order to suspend
the celebrations and return the German banners to their pre-
vious locations. Then, the German forces sent heavily armed
patrols back onto the streets. On May 4th the area commander
of the military movement issued an alert order to the militias.
In the evening, the radio broadcasts from London reported
that the last opportunity for a widespread uprising had come.
However, the German military patrols still occupied the town
of Nymburk. In the afternoon of May 5th, following a call
from the Prague Radio, Jifi Sira ordered the first line units
of the militias to mobilise. Consequently, volunteers in the
town were put on standby. The German forces took over the
savings bank, arresting the resistance leaders, however, they
were released shortly afterwards. Some shooting occurred in
the main square, but no one was hurt and the German alert
units were called off after the shooting. The town hall and the
railway station were taken over by the Czech patriots. The
German forces at the station refused to give up, unproductive
negotiations for their capitulation followed, between May 6th
and 7th. Sadly at this time, two Czech citizens involved in the
uprising, arrested in Nymburk, were executed in Milovice.

On Monday, May 7th a convoy of the engineers’ unit of
the German 46th Infantry Division passed through the town
of Nymburk. From the bridge over the Elbe, the convoy arri-
ved in the main square, turning west towards the present-day
museum building. Shortly after, truck convoys of the German
transport unit Grosstransportraum, evacuating the soldiers of
the Wehrmacht from the Eastern Front started to pass through
the town. On May 8th a continuous flow of retreating German
units rolled through the town. In the evening, the Czech mili-
tias concentrated at the railway’s (CSD) works, to launch an
attack on the Germans holding out at this location. However,
the Germans took the supplies from the Labourers’ House,
leaving the train with the town’s German citizens standing
at the station, and late in the night, they left the town in lor-
ries. As of May 9th, convoys of retreating Germans were still
flowing through Nymburk. Amongst them were photogra-
phed vehicles of the 357th and the 45th Infantry Divisions.
However, along the roads leading into town the local militias
started to disarm these units, but not without some sporadic
fighting occurring. In the afternoon, German vehicles approa-
ching the town could be seen flying white flags.

On May 8th the County’s National Committee issued
a public notice to organise relief actions to assist the uprising
in Prague. On May 9th the County’s National Committee
swore an oath to the Republic, taking over the entire exe-
cutive power in the County of Nymburk. Over one hundred
Germans, politically active during the occupation, were arres-
ted. During the afternoon of May 10th, 8 arrested SS mem-
bers were executed.

On May 10th, around 7:00pm, the first Soviet truck rea-
ched the town.
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Povstani v severovychodnich
Cechach

Dne 2. kvétna po vzoru Nymburka povstaly sousedni Po-
débrady a po zpravich z Podébrad Chlumec nad Cidlinou
a Novy BydZov. V Chlumci nad Cidlinou bylo povstani po
dvou hodindich potlateno policejnimi posilami z Kolina,
v Novém BydZové, potlacily povstani némecké posily z Jose-
fova. V Ji¢in€ se po zpravéich z Podébrad a Nymburka shlukl
dav na namésti. Dav ale zdhy rozehnalo némecké vojsko,
které pak hlidkovalo v ulicich aZ do 9. kvétna.

Z druhého na tieti kvéten zastavili praci hornici v Malych
Svatoiiovicich u Upice, 3. kvétna se pridaly se stavkou i tipic-
ké textilni tovarny.

Ve ¢&tvrtek 3. kvétna se zpriavy o nepokojich v Nymbur-
ce, Podébradech a v Ji¢iné rozsifily v hornim Pojizefi. Po
Zelezném Brodé se roznesla zprava, Ze se ma okamzité zaha-
jit oteviena akce na osvobozeni zemé z némeckého panstvi.
V Chuchelné u Semil mistni ob&ané zabréanili némeckym
vojakiim v odvozu materidlu z vojenského skladisté Satstva
a pradla. Po prestielce museli Némci naloZeny materidl vratit
do skladu. Povstalci z Chuchelny a z Komérova pak obsadili
némeckou leteckou hldsku na Kozakove.

Po zprivé o povstdni v Chucheln& povstaly také Semily
a po zpravich ze Semil i Vysoké nad Jizerou a Jilemnice.
Ve veternich hodindch padli prvni povstalci u celnice mezi
Vysokym nad Jizerou a Sklenaficemi a mezi Plavy a Drzkovem.

NAHORE: Turnoviti povstalci spoustéjt silniéni protitankovy zdta-
ras. (MDH)
Top: Czech militia in Turnov activating a road-block.

26

The Uprising in the Northeast
Bohemia

On May 2nd, the uprising came to the city of Pod&brady.
Influenced by the news from Podébrady, the towns Chlumec
nad Cidlinou and Novy BydZov rose up against the Germans.
At Chlumec nad Cidlinou the uprising was suppressed after
two hours, by the police forces from Kolin. In Novy BydZov
the German reinforcements from Josefov suppressed the
riots. After hearing the news from Pod&brady and Nymburk
a crowd gathered in the main square of Ji¢in. However, the
crowd was soon dispersed by the German troops, who conse-
quently patrolled the town until May 9th.

From May 2nd to May 3rd the miners at the village of
Malé Svatoiiovice near Upice went on strike. On May 3rd the
textile factories in Upice joined the strike.

On Thursday, May 3rd, the news of the riots in Nymburk,
Podébrady, and Ji¢in started to spread in the headstream
areas of the Jizera River. Throughout the town of Zelezny
Brod news was spread to immediately launch an action to
liberate the country from German control. In Chuchelna, near
Semily, the local citizens prevented the German soldiers from
carrying away the stock of military clothing. After clashing
with the Czechs, the Germans were forced to return the mate-
rial back to the storage. Then, the militias from Chuchelna
and Komérov occupied the German flight reporting post on
Kozikov hill.

At Zelezny Brod the citizens gathered in the main squa-
re. Here, the chairman of the Administration Commission
handed the administration’s powers to the Revolutionary
National Committee. The commander of the local German
army held negotiations with the leaders of the Uprising in
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Némeckd posddka obsazuje
most pres Jizeru

v Turnové, 5. kvétna 1945.
(Soukromd sbirka)

———1

The German garrison
of Trutnov is seen here
seizing the bridge across
the Jizera River,

5 May 1945.

V Zelezném Brodé se ob&ané shromézdili na ndmésti
a pfedseda spravni komise pfedal civilni spravu mésta revo-
luénimu nérodnimu vyboru. S povstalci vyjednaval velitel
mistni némecké posadky. Vojsko se poté stihlo do kasdren
a také obyvatelstvo bylo vyzvino ke klidu. V Semilech
povstalci odzbrojili némecké Cetnictvo a Volkssturm. Mistni
posadku SS a Volkssturm odzbrojili povstalci také v Lomnici
nad Popelkou.

Do Zelezného Brodu dorazla dvé nékladni a tfi pancéfovi
auta a autobus s posa

the area. Consequently, the army returned to their barracks
and the citizens were asked to keep the peace. In Semily, the
militias disarmed the German police and the Volkssturm. The
local SS were also disarmed by the Czech patriots in Lomnice
nad Popelkou.

Two trucks, three armoured vehicles and one bus with the
Sicherheitsdient from Mnichovo Hradisté were sent to re-es-
tablish order in the town of Zelezny Brod. Considering his
previous talks with the leaders of the Uprising, the German

Hradi3té s ikolem ud&lat ve mésté pofadek. Némegky velitel
mésta je s ohledem na pfedchozi jednani s povstalci odkazal

Cesté povstalci ze Spliova
s ukofisténym némeckym
radiovozem Panhard
francouzské vyroby.
(Sbirka autora)

Czech militia from Splzov
with captured (ex-French),
German Panhard radiocar.

der declined the of the Sicherheitsdie
however, he sent a commando to Chuchelna, which was
repulsed by the militias after a brief fight.
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do patfi¢nych mezi. Nicmén& odeslal vojenskou hlidku do
Chuchelny, kterou tamni povstalci po krétké prestelce odra-
zili.

4. kvétna prevzali iniciativa Némci. Vojenské posily
z Turnova zpacifikovaly Zelezny Brod a Semily. Obyvatelé
Chuchelny se pred presilou stéhli do okolnich lesi. Jilemnici
obsadil Volkssturm z Vrchlabi, Vysoké nad Jizerou obsadil
Volkssturm a Hitlerjugend z Rokytnice nad Jizerou. Po ol
zeni mésta zde piislusnici Hitlerjugend zastielili devét civilis-
tii. Gestapo a vojsko z Ji&ina obsadilo Lomnici nad Popelkou,
kde o den pozdéji popravilo &tyFi zajaté povstalce.

Cesti povstalci a viddni
vojdci s ukoFisténym
stihacem tankii
Jagdpanzer 38 Hetzer
v Josefové. (VHA)

Czech militia and former
Protectorate Government
Army soldiers with a cap-
tured Hetzer tank destroyer
in Josefov.

On May 4th the initiative was taken over by the Germans.
Army reinforcements from Turnov arrived, pacifying the
towns of Zelezny Brod and Semily. To hide before the Ger-
man’s superior power, the residents of Chuchelna retreated
into the surrounding woods. The town Jilemnice was oce
pied by the Volkssturm from Vrchlabi, the Volkssturm and
Hitlerjugend from Rokytnice nad Jizerou occupied the town
of Vysoké nad Jizerou. After the town was occupied the
Hitlerjugend shot nine civilians. The Gestapo and the soldiers
from Ji¢in took over Lomnice nad Popelkou, where four cap-
tured patriots were executed a day later.

Bezvéovy tahat na
podvozku tanku Pz Kpfw I,
ukoFistény éeskymi
povstalci 5. kvétna 1945

v Rakovniku. (E.Jedlicka)

Recovery vehicle based on
the chassis of a turret-less
Pz Kpfw I tank, captured
by the Czech militia in
Rakovnik,

5 May 1945.
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On May 5th, the towns Semily, Lomnice nad Popelkou
and the other towns in the headstream areas of Jizera were
filled with the convoys of the retreating German army. After
the German retreat was over, the Revolutionary National
Committee took over power in Semily. On May 7th, the
German forces and civilians left the town.

In Lomnice nad Popelkou, the Revolutionary National
Committee took power on the same day. The militias gained
control over the town, occasionally venturing out on raids to
the ding areas. In the of May 10th, the first
vehicles of the Red Army came into the town.

The outbreak of the Uprising in the
area of Rakovnik

On May 2nd, a commando of “Vlasov’s Army” together
with the Czech militias disarmed the German soldiers at
the train station in LuZna u Rakovnika. When disarming the
members of the Waffen-SS (on the train from Prague) fighting
broke-out, which later spread to the vicinity of the station.

On May 3rd and 4th, the Ist Division of the Russian
Liberation Army, moved along the axis Hfedle — Rakovnik
— Beroun and Revnitov — Nové Straseci — Lany — Beroun.
During its progress, the American Air Force subjected the
army to numerous attacks. Yet while they were passing
through the villages near Rakovnik, the inhabitants started
to remove the German banners and to display Czechoslovak
flags (for example in the towns Lubnd and Nové Straeci).
The Headquarters of the Government Forces in Lany infor-
med the members of the militias from these towns about the
planned outbreak of the uprising — on May Sth at 8:00am.
This deadline term was kept.

On May 3rd, a National Guard was established in Rakov-
nik. In the early morning of May 5th, the military uprising
emerged with attacks on the barracks and on the ceramic fac-
tory, which both held out until the evening. The Czech patri-
ots took over some 45 light and 58 heavy machine guns, 150
sub-machine guns and one turret-less light tank Pz Kpfw 1.
To satisfy the needs of the militias, 1,300 rifles were manu-
factured at the local armoury, followed by another 10,000 in
the next few days.

On May 5th the militias from the areas of Rakovnik and
Kladno took over the German army’s store of firearms in
HiiSkov near the town of Louny. On the same day, as part of
the uprising an open revolt emerged in many other villages of
the county.
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Povstani na zbyvajicim
Ceském tizemi

4. kvétna dopoledne obdrZela vétSina protektorétnich post,
Cetnickych a Zelezni¢nich stanic nafizeni protektorétni vlady
0 odstranéni némciny jako ufedniho jazyka v protektoratg.
Toto nafizeni se bleskové roziifilo mezi Ceskym obyvatel-
stvem a vyvolalo bouflivou odezvu. Zapo&alo odstrafiovani
némeckych napisi, vyvéSovéni vlajek a prvni stfety s jednot-
livymi némeckymi vojaky.

5. kvétna dopoledne se velitel Ceské podzemni armédy
generdl Slunécko (Alex) rozhodl, vzhledem k né.n’lslu napéti

po udalosi ého dne, zahdjit ozbroj povstani.
Aktivoval velitelstvi Velké Prahy ,Bartos“, jehoZ jednot-
ky zataly obsazovat strategické body v hlavnim mé&sté. Pfi
obsazovani rozhlasu policejnim oddilem doflo ke stfelbg,
protoZe policisté zde narazili na oddil SS, ktery dorazil n&€ko-
lik hodin pfed nimi. Listek s volanim o pomoc, uréeny dal$im
jednotkdm velitelstvi Barto$, pfedeviim policejnim posilam
pfipravenym v Bartoloméjské, pfedal technik hlasateli a cely
konflikt se ve 12:33 medializoval.

Na vétSiné zemi s Ceskym obyvatelstvem rozhlasové
hlaSeni zmobilizovalo vojenské i civilni povstalecké struk-
tury, pokud uZ nevysly z ilegality minulé dny. Civilni spravu
piebiraly revolu¢ni nérodni vybory, jednotky vojenskych
velitelstvi oblehly mistni némecké posiadky a navazovaly
kontakty se sousednimi obcemi. Prvnimi a &asto jedinymi
zbranémi v obcich bylo obvykle pouze n&kolik pistoli mistni
Cetnické stanice. Povstalci §li do boje s odhodldnim oplatit
nacistickym okupantiim poniZeni z mnichovské krize v roce
1938 a Sesti let okupace v letech 1939-1945. VEtSina méla
za sebou vycvik v & ¢ armadé a i i v zafi
1938 osobné proila.

Obsazovanim skladii a nadraZi a odzbrojovanim némec-
kych vojaki postupné povstalci ziskavali dalsi vyzbroj,
véetné obrnéné techniky. Povstalci ukofistili naptiklad dva
tanky Pz Kpfw 38(t) v Louceni, stihate tanki Hetzer v Jose-
fové, vyprosfovaci tank Bergepanzer Hetzer v Upici, obmény
automobil Panhard 178 v Novych Benatkédch, minimalng tii
obrnéné transportéry Sd Kfz 251 v Revnicich, po jednom

Mobilizace Eeskych povstalcii v Holicich 5. kvétna 1945. (MDH)
Mobilisation of the Czech militia in Holice on May 5th, 1945.

The Uprising in the rest of
the Czech Lands

In the morning of May 4th, most of the Protectorate’s post
offices, police and train stations received the order to stop
using German as an official language. This order rapidly
spread amongst the Czech populace and was met with a broad
acceptance. The removal of German banners and Nazi flags,
and the first clashes with German soldiers also commenced at
this time.

Considering the growth of tension following the previous
days’ events, the commander of the Czech Underground
Army, Gen. Slunécko (Alex) decided to launch an armed
uprising in the morning of May Sth. He activated the high
command of Greater Prague named “Barto3”, whose units
began to occupy the strategic points of the capital city. During
the occupation of the radio broadcasting station, a skirmish
occurred between the police and an SS unit, which had rea-
ched the station a couple of hours earlier. A card requesting
help, intended for the other units of the Barto§ command,
(especially for the police forces ready at Bartolomé&jskd
Street), was handed over to the news announcer, who brought
the conflict into the open by 12:33pm.

In most of the country inhabited by the Czechs, the radio
broadcast mobilised both the military and civilian underg-
round structures (especially if they had remained in hiding
following the preceding days’ events). The civil administrati-
on was taken over by the Revolutionary National Committees;
the units of the military command besieged any local German
military units and made contacts with their neighbouring
villages. The first (and in most cases the only) weapons in
the villages were a few pistols from the local gendarmery
stations. The Czech patriots and militias went into combat
determined to revenge the humiliation of the Munich Crisis of
1938 and the six years of occupation between the years 1939
— 1945. Most of the individuals involved had been trained in
the Czechoslovak Army and the capitulation of September
1938 had touched them deeply.

By occupying railway stations and military storage fa
ties, and by disarming German soldiers, the militias obtained
more and more weapons, including tanks and other armoured
fighting vehicles. For example, in the village of Loudeti, the
militias seized two Pz Kpfw 38(t) tanks, in Josefov, they cap-
tured a Hetzer tank destroyer, a Bergepanzer rescue tank in
Upice, a Panhard 178 panzer vehicle in Nové Bentky and at
least three Sd Kfz 251 panzer transporters in Revnice. Similar
vehicles were also captured in the towns of Hofice (including
an Sd Kfz 253 and Sd Kfz 7), Jesenny, Kamenicky, Pisek,
Svratka and other settlements. To defend themselves against
German punitive actions, the militias deployed anti-tank bar-
riers in the villages, these having originally been intended for
use against the Allied forces by the Germans.

In some villages, the German soldiers of the local army
units gave themselves up, in a disarmed state, to the Czechs.
In other places, the soldiers surrendered their arms and left

‘(or after negotiations, left without being disarmed). In some

places, the local German commanders agreed to a cease-fire



KVETEN 1945

Vlddni vojdci a dalsi

talci zatykajt 5. kvétna
Sniky gestapa

v Pisku.

(Muzeum Pisek)

Czech soldiers of
the former Protectorate
Government Army and
other Czech militia
arresting Gestapo members
in the town of Pisek,

5 May 1945.

vozidle téhoz typu v Hoficich (zde i Sd Kfz 253 a Sd Kfz 7),
Jesennym, Kameni¢kach, Pisku, Svratce a v daliich obcich.
Na obranu pfed némeckymi trestnymi vypravami povstalci
spustili protitankové uzévéry v obcich, plivodné piipravené
Némci k obrané pred spojenci.

Néme&ti vojéci z mistnich posadek se v nékterych obcich

and ordered the establishment of mixed Czecho-German mili-
tary patrols. In the town of Pardubice, to satisfy the request
from the Revolutionary National Committee, the German
commander was even ordered to suppress a riot, which had
broken out in the Gestapo Headquarters! Guards also esc
ped from the Jewish “Model-Ghetto” and Gestapo prison of

Piseckd povstaleckd jednotka 8. kvétna pred odjezdem do Bechyné. (Muzeum Pisek) ® A militia unit in Pisek, prior to leaving for Bechyné,

8 May 1945.
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nechali odzbrojit a zajmout, jinde po odzbrojeni odpocho-
dovali, nebo po dohodé odesli i se zbranémi, nékde mistni
némecky velitel souhlasil s Klidem zbrani a postavil smiSené
Eesko-némecké hlidky. V Pardubicich dokonce némecky
velitel na Zidost revoluéniho nérodniho vyboru potlagil odpor
v budové gestapa. Ze Zidovského ghetta a véznice gesta-
pa v Terezing uprchli dozorci a mésto, zamofené epidemii

Povstalci s ukoFisténym stthaéem tankic Sd Kfz 251/22 & 324 ve
Svratouchu. (VHA) * Czech militia with a captured tank destroyer,
Sd Kfz 251/22, No. 324 in Svaratouch.

Vitdni prenich americkych
vojdkit v Blovicich u Plzné
7. kvétna 1945. Prislusnost
k jednotce prozrazuje
ramenni ndSivka
americké 2. péi divize.
(Foto: A. Slajs)

Welcoming of the first
American jeep in Blovice
near Plzeri, 7 May 1945.
The shoulder patch of

the Americans reveals

the unit in question as
the 2nd Infantry Division.

Terezin (Theresienstadt); the protection of this typhoid-ridden
town was taken over by the Committee of the International
Red Cross. On the other hand, German units in some villages
declared Martial Law and executed both civilian hostages
and any captured members of the local militias. Evidence
regarding the massacre of captured soldiers by the Germans,
Czechs and the Soviets would emerge in due course.

Strictly following the original plan prepared in 1939, on
May 5th and 6th the militias prepared the ground for the arri
val of the Allied armies in most of the Czech-inhabited terri-




tory. In Western Bohemia, the uprising came to a lucky end
with the arrival of the American Army. However, east of the
allied demarcation line, the events turned out tragically.

From the morning of May 7th, the divisions of Army
Group Mitte started to withdraw from the east, passing
through the newly liberated Czech Territory, rather than the
much anticipated Allied forces. To the militia units tasked
with paralysing the German rear areas, until the arrival of the
Allied armies, this meant a disaster. A great part of Bohemia,
and half of Moravia, witnessed a blood bath to such an extent
as unheard of since the Thirty Years War.

As the flow of the German retreat fluctuated (lasting for
eight to twelve hours, or even longer), the activity levels
and fortunes of the Czech patriots also fluctuated. In many
places, attempts to disarm the retreating units were brutally
suppressed by other, perhaps more aggressive, German units.
Thus, the village of Bernartice, where a successful disarming
process had been underway, was, on May 8th, brutally occu-
pied by an SS unit. The Pisek militia unit, returning from the
town of Bechyné, attacked Bernartice, however, the attack
was repulsed. Thirty-four civilians and members of the mili-
tia perished, 15 of these belonging to the former Protectorate
Government forces. The retreating German soldiers burned
down the village of Leskovice near Pelhfimov, shooting 25
inhabitants. The defenders of Holice shot down a Focke-Wulf
Fw 190 F, one of three German aircraft, which attacked the
town, however, the town was taken over by the Germans.
Some 65 militia and civilians perished. There were numerous
similar incidents.

By this stage of the war the German army was poorly
equipped with motor vehicles, making it “easi
German soldiers to fall into Czech captivity rather than join
a hopeless march of a couple of hundred kilometres. Thus,
in Pecka, the German command together with a part of the
100th Jiger Division and a part of the 208th and 359th
ivisions capitulated in front of the mi In
Eastern Bohemia, in the town of Litomy3] and in its southern
vicinity, the Hungarian divisions changed their allegiance and
joined with the Czech militias against the Germans.

After the final German infantryman had been disarmed and
interned, most of the villages experienced a period of quiet,
lasting from a couple of hours to two days, allowing them to
prepare a friendly welcome for the approaching Red Army.
The arrival of the Soviet soldiers was warmly greeted as the
ultimate assurance that the Nazi occupation was truly over.

town.
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Povstani v Plzni

Od réna 5. kvétna Plzefané vyvéSovali Ceskoslovenské
vlajky, odstrafiovali némecké napisy a dochézelo ke sraZkiam
s némeckymi vojiky a gestapdky. Na ndmésti obfané zapalili
dfevény propagani transparent s heslem ,, Fiihrer befiel wir
folgen*. Hrstka Némcl zacala kvili tomu po lidech stiilet
z automatickych zbrani, ale po chvili se stihla. Povstalci
obsadili radnici a moc ve mésté pfevzal revoluéni narodni
vybor. Do rukou povstalci padly také posta, nadraZi, Skodovy
zdvody a dalsi strategické objekty, kofisti povstalci se staly
i nejméné dva stihace tanki Jagdpanzer 38 Hetzer a tank Pz I.

Povstalci zacali vyjedndvat s velitelem mistni némecké
posidky o zamezeni krveproliti. Mezitim oviem doslo pfed
polednem na Klatovské tfidé k pfestielce, pfi niZ pfisli tfi lidé
0 Zivot.

The Uprising in Pilsen

From the Morning of May 5th the citizens of the city of
Pilsen started to display the Czechoslovak flag and to remo-
ve the German flags and banners. Also, skirmishes with the
German soldiers and the Gestapo occurred. A propaganda
banner bearing the words "Fiihrer befiel wir folgen” was set
on fire in the main square by the local inhabitants. As a result,
a handful of local Germans started to fire their machine-guns
at the Czechs, however, after a while they retreated. The
militia occupied the town hall, and the administrative powers
were taken over by the R i National C i
The post office, the railway station, the Skoda factory and
some other strategic objects, together with two Jagdpanzer 38
Hetzer tank-hunters and one Mark I Panzer were also taken
over by the Czech patriots.
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Momentka z bojit povstalcii
proti okupantiim v Plzni.
(Sbirka A. Slajse)

A snapshot of the fighting
against the Germans
occupying Plzeii.
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Jiz v Casnych rannich hodindch 5. kvétna povstalci zpro-
voznili rozhlasovy vysilag, ktery ve 12:35 zahdjil svobodné
vysilani. Nésledovala mobilizace povstalcl. V té dobé také
dorazily zprévy o povstani v Praze.

V Plzni vzristalo napéti. Povstalci celé odpoledne vyjed-
névali s velitelem némecké sedmitisicové posadky ve mésté
a o piilnoci se podafilo Isti odvritit némecky itok na mésto.
Jiz vecer povstalecké spojky z Plzn& navézaly kontakt s ame-
rickou armadou u Klatov a v noci také u Tachova.

Réno 6. kvétna v 8:15 dorazila do mésta americka 16. obr-
néné divize, bouflivé vitand obyvatelstvem. Okolo devité
hodiny zagali do davu stielbu ze svych byti némecti prislusni-
ci Volkssturmu. V té dob& méla podle némeckého planu probi-
hat likvidace povsténi mimoplzefiskymi Gtvary. Namisto toho
ameri¢ané zlikvidovali posledni hnizda odporu a ve vieobec-
né vypjaté atmosféfe se jim jen s obtiZemi podafilo zabrénit
lyn¢ovani némeckych odstielovati. Odpoledne 6. kvétna
projely Plzni asti americké 97. p&si divize a 7. kvétna dora-
zila do mésta 2. p&si divize.

Plzeiisti dobrovolnici se soustiedili k odjezdu na pomoc
Praze, ale americké veleni jim ale s ohledem na dohodu se
Sovétskym svazem o demarkacni Cafe neumoZnilo odejet.
Nicméné 8. kvétna zasahli do bojii na Staroméstském ndmésti
v Praze piislusnici plzeiiské protiletecké policie, ktefi byli
v dobé vypuknuti povstani nasazeni v Hofovicich.

Plzeisti dobrovolnici pFi-
praveni odejet 6. kvétna
1945 na pomoc Praze.
(VHA)

Plzeii’s (Pilsen’s) volun-
-teers gathered together,
ready to depart for Prague,
however the US Head-
quarters prevented this,
due to the agreement with
the Soviet Union in respect
of the demarcation line.
However, on May 8th
Czech members of the
Pilsen Luftschutzpolizei
took part in the fighting

at the Old Town Square

in Prague, because, at this
time they were located

in the town of HoFovice.

With the intention of preventing any unnecessary casual-
ties the militia started negotiations with the commander of the
local German forces. Despite these negotiations, an exchange
of gunfire occurred in Klatovskd Avenue, sadly leaving three
people killed.

In the early morning of May 5th, the leaders of the militia
brought the local radio transmitter into operation. At 12:35pm
they began a free broadcast, calling for the mobilisation of
the militias, which followed. At the same time, the news of
the Prague Uprising reached the city.

In Pilsen, tension was building up. Throughout the mor-
ning, the leaders of the militia had, as noted above, been
negotiating with the commander of the local German military,
counting some seven thousand men. At midnight, a planned
German attack on the town was jeopardised by means of
a contrivance. As early as the evening of May 5th, the local
militias’ signals unit came into contact with the American
Army near Klatovy and, later in the night, at the town of
Tachov.

In the morning of May 6th, at 8:15am, the American
16th Armored Division arrived in the town of Pilsen, boiste-
rously greeted by the locals. Around 9:00am, members of
the German Volkssturm started to fire into the crowds of
Czech civilians from apartment buildings occupied by the
Volkssturm. As planned by the Germans, pacification of the
uprising by non-resident units should have been underway at
this time. Instead, the Americans eliminated the last sources
of German ce; in the hei d ional 2 sph
re of the situation they great difficulty in preventing the lyn-
ching of any captured German snipers by the enraged locals.
In the afternoon of May 6th, elements of the American 97th
Infantry Division passed through the town; on May 7th, the
2nd Infantry Division arrived in Pilsen.
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0ddil SS sméfujici rdno 5.
(Viclav) Square towards the radio building, morning 5 May 1945.

Loy .y

Prazské povstani

Praha, jako sidlo ustfednich okupagnich a mocenskych
orgénii, méla velkou vojenskou posadku. Jeji sila se duj

. kvétna 1945 pres Viclavské ndamésti do budovy mzlllasu (VHA) * A Waffen-SS unit heading across Wenceslas

The Prague Uprising

ngue, as the seat of residence of the main German
and ini ive bodies also had a conside-

na pfiblizné 10.000 muZi. Jeji sloZeni a dislokaci dosud nikdo
v tplnosti nepublikoval, méla viak obsazena bez tii vyjimek
vSechna praZskd kasdrna, obé letisté, Skoly, nék[ere hotely

rable German military presence. The units at the disposal
of the German authorities counted some 10,000 men. The
composition and location of these forces has never been

a nel.medhulelnnu roli hral i praZsky Volkss 305,

blished in a complete form; however, the Germans occu-

jehoZ Elenové méli vyzbroj ve svych bytech.

Némecké vojenské veleni uvaZovalo jesté v dubnu 1945
o Praze jako pevnostnim mést¥, které bude hdjeno viemi
prostfedky. V tomto smyslu byl velitelstvim pevnostni oblas
Praha vydéin 10. dubna 1945 plan obrany Prahy €. j. 200/45
Kdos, ktery mimo jiné velmi podrobn& uréoval tkoly jednot-
livych skupin obyvatelstva v dobé obléhéni. Plan oviem podi-
tal s piitomnosti silnych jednotek frontové arméady ve mésté
a naopak zcela pomijel eventualitu ozbrojeného povstani
v dobé jeji nepfitomnosti.

Ve zménénych podminkich po Hitlerové smrti odletél
némecky Ri¥sky statni ministr pro Cechy a Moravu K. H.
Frank 3. kvétna do Flensburgu. Dénitz Frankovi vénoval jen
né&kolik minut, ve kterych mu fekl, aby Prahu vyhlasil otevie-
nym a ,Jazaretnim“ méstem. Lazaretni mésto ovSem nebyl
pojem mezindrodniho priva. Po névratu do protektordtu,
5. kvétna, se K. H. Frank pokusil kontaktovat velitele ameri
ké 3. armady generila Pattona ve snaze dosahnout separitni
kapitulace. Delegaci, kterou k nému vyslal, ale uZ zajali cesti
povstalci, ktefi o jejim posléni nic nevédli. Pokus K. H.
Franka o pfedéni moci protektoratni vladé v ele s ministrem

36

pied all of Prague’s barracks (not counting three excepti-
ons), both of its airports, some schools and hotels. Prague” s
Volkssturmbatalion 305, whose volunteer members retained
their issued weapons in their own houses and apartments, pla-
yed a certain role as well.

As late as April 1945, the German military command con-
sidered Prague as a possible “fortress” city, which would be
defended by all means. In this sense, on April 10th, the com-
mand of the “Fortress Area Prague” issued a defensive map
of Prague, no. 200/45 Kdos, which (besides other informati-
on) described in detail the roles of the individual groups of
citizens in the course of a possible siege. However, the plan
counted on the presence of strong frontline army units in the
city, while totally ignoring the possibility of an armed upri-
sing during the absence of such units.

In the new circumstances following the death of Hitler, the
German Reichsminister for the Protectorate of Bohemia and
Moravia, K.H. Frank flew to Flensburg on May 3rd. In the
few minutes that Grossadmiral Dénitz (Hitler’s successor)
spent with Frank, he was instructed to declare Prague as both
an open and also a “hospital” city. However, the term “hospi-
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Bienertem, doplnéné o nékteré prominentni eské politiky,
doposud drZené Némci jako rukojmi, ztroskotal také. Bienert
byl zajidtén povstalci na praZské radnici a Cesti rukojmi, inter-
novani v zimetku Jeneralka, kategoricky odmitli s okupanty
spolupracovat.

Praha byla povaZovina za kli€ové misto pfipravovaného
povstini také Eeskym odbojem, a to jak civilnim, tak vojen-
skym.

24. nora 1945 se v Praze se§lo pracovni prezidium Ceské
narodni rady (CNR), kterd vznikla z iniciativy moravské
odbojové organizace Rada tfi, ilegdlni ustfedni rady odbori
a &tvrtého ilegdlniho vedeni KSC, jako centralni orgén doma-
ciho politického odboje. Pfedsedou CNR se stal profesor
Albert Pra: v &ele vojenské komise CNR stanul kapitén
Jaromir Nechansky, parSutista II. odboru londynského MNO,
ktery pfistdl v inoru na Moravé a se svym radistou byl dan
radé k dispozici v poloving dubna.

Vojensky odboj v Praze reprezentovaly pfedeviim byvaly
ilegdlni §tab generdla Novika (zatCeného v 1ét€ 1944), v Cele
s ik alniho Stibu a

jici s al (kryci
jméno Alex), ukryvajicim se v ilegalité v okoli Mnichova
Hradisté a byvald Novikova zpravodajskd skupina pod vele-
nim podplukovnika generdlniho §tdbu Frantiska Biirgra (kryci

tal” city was unknown in international law. On May 5th, after
his return to the Protectorate, K. H. Frank tried to contact the
commander of the American 3rd Army, Gen. Patton, with
an offer of a separate surrender of the city. However, Czech
patriots taking part in the uprising, who were unaware of this
special mission, seized the delegation. In addition, the attempt
by K. H. Frank to pass power to the Protectorate’s govern-
ment, lead by its Minister Bienert (together with some pro-
minent Czech politicians, held as hostages) also failed. The
patriots seized Bienert at Prague’s city hall, while the Czech
hostages, interned at the manor house of Jenerdlka, refused to
co-operate with the occupying powers.

Prague was considered a key point of the uprising, which
was being prepared for by both the civil and military resistan-
ce movements.

On February 24th 1945, the work presidium of the Czech
National Council (CNR - which was established jointly by
a number of proscribed or underground resistance move-
ments, namely the Moravian resistance organisation named
“The Council of Three,” the Central Council of the Trade
Unions, and the Headquarters of the Communist Party) was
held in Prague, representing the central body of the home
based political resistance. Professor Albert Prazik became
the chairman of the Czech National Council, while Cpt.

jméno Barto3), spolup se by
generla Karla Kutlvasra.

Generdl Slunetko se do Prahy pfesunul 30. dubna 1945
a jiz v 10:00 zahdijil poté pravidelné schiizky se svymi spo-
lupracovniky, na kterych pripravovali bliZici se ozbrojené
vystoupeni. Organizatné mélo Sluneckovo velitelstvi Alex
velitelskou pravomoc nad vojensky podchycenymi povstalec-
kymi jednotkami mimo Prahu, jemu podfizené Kutlvasrovo
velitelstvi Barto§ pak velelo v obvodu Velké Prahy.

Velitelstvi Bartos m&lo v Praze k dispozici Sest prapori
Luftschutzu, 4026 uniformovanych policisti, 425 zamést-
nancii elektrickych podnikd, 400 Cetniki, 385 piislusnika
Vladniho vojska, pfiblizné 200 pfislusniki byvalé finan¢ni
strdZe a dalii ilegdlni organizace, jako Zpravodajskd brigd-
da, Cerny lev a dalii. Jednotky velitelstvi Barto§ prevzaly
organiza¢ni strukturu prazské policie, ¢lenéné na 46 policej-
nich revird v 6 tsecich. Useky byly tokem Vltavy déleny na
oblasti Praha-zipad a Praha-vychod. Oblast Vyso¢an, Libné
a Kobylis nepodléhala oblasti Praha-vychod, ale tvofila samo-
statny tdsek Praha-sever. Velitelstvi sidlilo v hlavnim krytu
Luftschutzu v Bartolomé&jské ulici, odkud mélo vlastni pfimé
spojeni na vechny polic reviry a tim i na jednotky policii
podfizenych jednotek Luftschutzu.

Vojenskou silou se snaZil také byt Vojensky 3tdb Gstfedni
rady odbord, ktery se pokusil zorganizovat délniky v tovér-
néich. Ti oviem po vypuknuti povsténi (5. kvétna byla sobota)
vétSinou nastoupili na barikady, a tedy do jednotek velitelstvi
Bartos, podle mista svého bydlisté.

Celkem se potet povstalcii v Praze odhaduje na 30.000
6 jjenych osob, véetné ika, ktefi pfisli Praze na
pomoc z obei predeviim zdpadné od mésta. DalSich pfiblizn&
20.000 muZi ve zbrani méla 1. divize Ruské osvobozenecké
armady (ROA), ktera pfisla povstalcim na pomoc 5. kvétna
od Berouna.

alych legi

Jaromir y, a paratrooper of the IInd Division of the
London based Czechoslovak Ministry of National Defence
(Ministerstvo ndrodni obrany - MNO) became the chairman
of the Council’s military commission (Nechansky had landed
in Moravia, together with his radio-operator, in February and
was with the Council by mid-April).

The underground military resistance in Prague was repre-
sented by the staff of Gen. Novak, who, as noted earlier, had
been captured in the summer of 1944. It was lead by Lt. Col.
Raimund Mriézek of the general staff, who co-operated with
Gen. Frantisek Slunecko (cover name Alex, in hiding in the
vicinity of Mnichovo Hradist€) and by Lt.Col. FrantiSek
Biirger (cover name Barto) who commanded the intelli-
gence group of the former Gen. Novak” s general stz
co-operation with the group of former 1st WW Czechoslovak
Legionaries of Gen. Karel Kutlvasr.

On April 30th 1945, Gen. Slunecko moved to Prague and
as early as 10:00am began the first of his regular command
level meetings with those preparing for the forthcoming-
armed uprising. In terms of the organisational structure, Gen.
Slunecko’s Command, named Alex, controlled the de-facto
military or militia units of the uprising located outside of
Prague, while the Command of Gen. Karel Kutlvasr (though
subordinate to Alex) commanded the area of Greater Prague.

At its disposal, the Barto§ Command had six battalions of
Czech members of the Luftschutz, 4,026 uniformed police,
425 employees of the electrical works, 400 city policemen,
385 members of the Government forces, nearly 200 members
of the former financial guard and underground resistance
organisations such as the Intelligence Brigade, the Black
Lion and others. Units subordinated to the Barto§ Command
took over the organisational structure of the Prague Police,
which was divided into 46 districts in 6 sectors. The Vltava
River divided the sectors into the areas named Prague-west
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4. kvétna zaCali Zivnostnici a dfednici pfemalovéavat
a odstrafiovat némecké napisy a oznaceni firem a doslo také
k prvnim konfrontacim s policejnimi a vojenskymi hlidkami.
Ceské banky piestaly také ménit marky na koruny. Gestapo

and Prague-east. The city quarters of Vysotany, Libeii and
Kobylisy were not governed as part of Prague-east, thus
creating an independent sector called Prague-north. The
command centre was located at the Luftschutz’s main office,

sice u jejich vedeni zakroCilo, ale praziti i a pri-
vod¢i v tramvajich uZ mezitim pfestali pfijimat fiSské marky
jako platidlo.

Rano 5. kvétna doslo na Mistku a na nimésti Republiky ke
sroceni obyvatel, ktefi boutlivé pozdravovali Eetnicky pohoto-
vostni oddil, ktery udajné odmitl vyjet na protipartyzénskou
akei. Z oken obchodniho domu ASO vyhazovaly prodavacky
trikoléry v narodnich barvach. V davu se Sifily nepodloZené
zprivy o pfitomnosti americké armady v Berouné a v Ruzy-
ni, zajeti K. H. Franka a sebevraZzd& E. Moravce. Dochazelo
i k poty¢kdm s némeckymi vojaky. Némecka Schutzpolizei
vyklidila v 10:00 Véclavské ndamésti.

Velitelstvi Alex, které se v 9:00 seSlo k pravidelné poradé
v domé& U Kunerlii na Starom&stském ndmésti, zvaZilo situaci
vzniklou po spontdnnim vystoupeni PraZani a okolo 10:00
se generdl Frantifek Slunecko rozhodl zahajit boj. Aktivoval
velitelstvi velké Prahy Barto§ a zahajil obsazovani strategic-
kych objektii ve méstd.

at Bar a Street, where direct communications links
were maintained with all of the police districts. Through these
links, the police units subordinate to the Luftschutz were in
reach as well.

The Military Staff of the Central Council of the Trade
Unions was attempting to organise the workers at the various
factories and get them to act as a military force. However, after
the outbreak of the uprising (May Sth being a Saturday), the
workers occupied the barricades, and in so doing became sub-
ordinate to the Barto§ Command (according to their location).

Including volunteers, who came to Prague from villages
to the west of the capital city, the overall figures for the mili-
tia in Prague counted some 30,000 armed individuals. The
1st Division of the Russian Liberation Army (RLA), whose
members came to Prague from the town of Beroun (on May
5th), d an additional 20,000

On May 4th, the local traders and officials started to erase
and remove the symbols of German authority, such as the

Nékolik minut po dvanicté vyjel z Bar é ulice
policejni kamién obsazeny udernou skupinou policisti vede-
nych kpt. Suchénkem. Kamion projel némeckym kordonem
na Viclavském ndmésti a némecka hlidka vpustila Ceské
policisty do budovy rozhlasu, kde vzapéti vypukla stfelba.
ProtoZe policisté v budové neofekévané narazili na jednotku
vojékit Waffen SS, ktera jesté pred jejich piijezdem obsadila
okolo 11:00 prvni dvé patra budovy, vyzval Stibni straZmistr
Trachta, ktery v&dél o pfipravenych posilich, rozhlasové tech-
niky, aby okamZité volali o policejni pomoc. Ve 12:32 obdrzel
hlasatel Mancal listek se vzkazem a ve 12:33 se z rozhlaso-
vych piijima¢i ozvalo prvni volini o pomoc. Ryze ucelova
zprava, urené pouze policistim v Bartolomé&jské ulici, se tak
stala vefejnou z4 sti a vyvolala proti i peni

banners and si s. Also, the first clashes
between the police and the German military patrols began
to occur. The Czech Banks stopped exchanging German cur-
rency for Czech Crowns, the Gestapo intervened forcing the
Banks’ executives to change their policy, however the traders
and tram conductors would no longer accept the Reichs-
marks.

In the morning of May 5th, a great crowd assembled in
the area of Mustek and in Republic Square. The crowds
boisterously greeted the Police Unit, who allegedly refused
to participate in an action against the partisans. From the
ASO department store, tricolours in the national colours were
unfurled, whilst false hoaxes of the American Army being
present in the towns of Beroun and Ruzyné, K. H. Frank was

Uderny oddil deskych
policistii pFi cesté na
pomoc rozhlasu po poledni
5. kvétna. Jako dopravni
prostiedek vyuZili motoro-
vou tFikolku Tempo A 400
/ Standard Lieferwagen.
(VHA)

The Strike force of Czech
policemen on its way to the
radio building after noon,
5 May 1945. The vehicle
used is a three-wheeler
Tempo A 400 /
Standard Lieferwagen.
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Vyzbrojend éeta eskych pristusniki Luftschutzu, sméFujici do boje o rozhlas. (VHA) » An armed squad of Czech members of the Lufi-

schutzpolizei heading into the fight at Prague’s radio building.

i na povstanim dosud nezasazenych tizemich, v oblasti pokry-
té prazskym rozhlasovym signdlem.

Soucasné probihaly v Praze dalsi akce. Vojensky odboj
obsadil meziméstskou telefonni Gstiednu, vétSinu prazskych
nédrazi, Ceskoslovenskou tiskovou kanceldf a hlavni postu.
Pokus obsadit Prazsky Hrad skon&il netsp&sng. Ve 14:00 byli
7a dramatickych okolnosti osvobozeni politi&ti vézni z pan-
kriické véznice.

captured and E. Moravec committed suicide spread amongst
the assembled people. Clashes with the German soldiers were
also occurring and at 10:00am the German Schutzpolizei
abandoned Wenceslas Square.

At 9:00am, the Alex Command had assembled for their
regular meeting at the Old Town Square’s house of U Kuner-
lii. They evaluated the actual situation arising following the
spontaneous actions of the citizens of Prague. At 10:00am,

Prizkumny oddl 1. divize Ruské osvobozenecké armddy pFijizdi vecer 5. kvétna Nadrazni ulici na Smichové do Prahy. (Muzeum hl. m.
Prahy) » The Reconnaissance squadron of the Ist Division of the Russian Liberation Army came through NddraZni Street in Prague’s

Smichov Quarter in the evening, 5 May 1945.




V noci z 5. na 6. kvétna

postavili Prazané pres 1500
barikdd. Na snimku

stavba barikddy na

Cernokostelecké ulici

ve Strasnicich.

(Sbirka autora)

During the night of 5/6
May, Prague’s inhabi-
tant had built more than
1,500 barricades. Building
of the barricade at
Cernokosteleckd Street, in
Strasnice one of Prague’s
Quarters.

BOTTOM: An unfinished
Jagdpanzer 38 Hetzer

of Staff-Captain (Skpt.)
Dvordk’s militia unit
operating on Wenceslas
Square. In addition to this
vehicle, the unit also had
three tankettes, Renault
1R 1935, originally
serving with Schutzpolizei,
and one light tank,
Hotchkiss H-39,

without its cannon.

t. Dvodka operuje na Vicla jednotka disponovala
roje Schutzpolizei, a jednim tankem Hotchkiss H-39 bez kanénu. (VHA)
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Probihaly také akce majici za cil koordinovat do té doby
vedle sebe ilegdln& pracujici organizace. Do vecera 5. kvétna
se velitelstvi Alex a tim i Barto¥ v duchu tradice Ceskosloven-
ské predmnichovské armady podfidilo politickému kiidlu
odboje piedstavovaného Ceskou nérodni radou a jejl vojen-

Gen. FrantiSek Slunetko decided to launch an attack. He acti-
vated Greater Prague’s Barto§ Command and the occupation
of strategic points in the city commenced.

A couple of minutes past noon, a police truck left
Bartoloméjska Street containing a police strike force, lead by

skou komisi. Ve voj otézkéch si

nost.

Némecké posidky v Praze byly 5. kvétna v defenzivé.
Mnohé padly do rukou povstalci. Ty z nich, které se udrzely,
ziistaly blokovany a bez spojeni. Souvislé némecké tizemi se
vytvofilo pouze mezi Némci siln&

Cpt. The truck passed through the police cordon at
Wenceslas Square. A German patrol let the Czech policemen
into the radio broadcasting house, where xhortly dllerwardx
shooting occurred. The poli
a Waffen-SS unit, who by 11: 00am, (prior to R
), had occupied the first

obsazenymi objekty okolo Vit&zného
namésti v Dejvicich, Cerninskym
palicem, PraZskym hradem, Malo-
stranskym néméstim a protiletadlo-
vou baterii na Letné, s malym pfed-
mostim okolo budovy pravnické
fakulty University Karlovy.

Velitel Waffen SS v Cechéch a na
Moravé Carl von Piickler-Burghaus
nafidil némeckym jednotkdm v mi-
lovickém, beneSovském a brdském
aitoCit na

vojenském  prostoru
Prahu 6. kvétna za Gsvitu. Postup
jednotek se viak 7 bojem a
botazemi mimoprazskych povstalci
a k hlavnimu dtoku na mésto doslo
az 7. kvétna.

V noci z 5. na 6. kvétna postavili
obyvatelé Prahy v ulicich pres
1600 barikdd. Upevnila se orga-
nizace  povstaleckych  jednotek
a zajiSfovalo jejich spojeni a vy-
zbrojovani. Povstaleckd ~ mobi-
lizatni centra ve Stefdnikovych
kasdrndch, Cetnickych kasarnich
na Ujezdé a kasarnich Jifiho
z PodEbrad organizovala, vystrojo-
vala a vyzbrojovala dalsi jednotky.
Povstalcim se podafilo ukofistit
a bojové nasadit okolo desitky impro-
vizovanych obrénych vlaki, stejné
mnoZstvi obrnénych vozidel, dvé
baterie statickych protiletadlovych
dé&l a cvitné letadlo Arado Ar 396.

Od rana 6. kvétna Némci ttocili
na Pankréci a probihaly lokélni boje
na Zizkové. Smichov obsadila 1. divi-
ze Ruské osvobozenecké armady. Jeji
3. pluk od 10:00 utocil na letisté
Ruzyné a zabrénil tak dal§imu nasa-
zeni némeckych proudovych letadel
proti povstalcim. V Radotiné a La-
hovicich brénil jeji 2. pluk postupu
némecké bojové  skupiny ,,Klein*
z Hradiitka po levém bichu Vltavy
na Prahu. Na severu se k Praze
priblizila bojové skupina pluku SS

X

Némecky proudovy letoun Messerschmitt Me
262 Schwalbe pFi hloubkovém ndletu proti
povstalciim v Praze. (MDH) * German jet figh-
ter Messerschmitt Me 262 Schwalbe, during an
attack on the Czech militia in Prague.

lwo floors of the building. Therefore,
the police staff sergeant Trachta,
having been aware of the reinforce-
ments, asked the broadcast techni-
cians to immediately call for some
police help. At 12:32pm, the announ-
cer, Manal, received a card with the
appropriate message. One minute
later, the first call for help was on the
air. The private message, meant only
for the policemen at Bartolomé&jska
Street had become a public matter,
invoking anti-German riots in the
communities covered by the signal of
the broadcast, where the uprising had
not yet started.

At the same time, other actions
were underway in Prague. The
Military resistance movement had
occupied the inter-city telephone
switchboard house, most of Prague’s
train stations, the Czechoslovak press
office and the Main Post Office. The
attempt to occupy Prague Castle
proved to be unsuccessful, however
at 14:00pm political prisoners from
the city prison of Pankric were freed
under dangerous circumstances.

An attempt to achieve
co-ordination between the various
underground  organisations  was
underway; on May 5th, following
in the tradition of the pre-Munich
Treaty Czechoslovak Army, the Alex
Command and i ociated Barto§
Command placed themselves under
the civil and political authority of the
resistance movement, represented by
the Czech National Council and its
military commission. However, the

d retained its ind
in military matters.

On May 5th, the German units
in Prague were retreating; many of
them being captured by the militias.
Those who endured, ended up trap-
ped and without any means of com-

some

41



May 1945

Obrnény transportér
Sd Kfz 251/16 velitele
1. pluku 1. divize Ruské
osvobozenecké armddy
pred sidlem velitelstvi
Bartos v Bartoloméjské
ulici, 6. kvétna 1945.
Jediné oznaceni

bylo registraéni &islo
WH-108502. (VHA)

1]

¥/

SLTLET

i /

An armoured personnel

1/16,

of the commander of the

1. Regiment of the

Ist Division, Russian

Liberation Army. It is

located in front of the

militia HQ

Bartos in Bartoloméjskd

street, 6 May 1945. Its only

marking was the licence
plate number WH-1085

2 11 oznaéené Eernym, bile lemovanym Eislem 8 a jménem ,,Bliicher®, zni¢ené povstalci pancéFo-

vou pésti 6. kvétna na rohu Parizské tridy a Staroméstského ndmésti. Povstalci v Praze zniéili do 8. kvétna jesté tFi Hetzery, jeden Renault
FT-17 a jedno Grille. DalSi tFi Hetzery zniéila rdno 9.
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Povstalecky obrnény viak
Orlik 1. (CTK)

The militia’s improvised
armoured train Orlik II.

Povstalecky obrnény
viak Sokol na nddrazi

v Roztokdch u Prahy.
(MDH)

Botrom: The militia’s
Insurgent’s improvised
armoured train Sokol
at Roztoky u Prahy
railway station.

.. Der Fiihrer* a na Pankréc dorazily dal§i némecké posily od
BeneSova.

7. kvéten byl nejtéZim dnem povstani. Okolo 9:00 zacal
ve smérech Kobylisy - Trojsky most, Vysotany - Karlin,
Hrdlofezy - Zizkov a Pankric - Michle itok némeckych
mimoprazskych sil, které brutdlné vyuZivaly rukojmi z fad
Zeského civilniho obyvatelstva jako Zivych titi pred postu-
pujicimi obménymi vozidly. - Trojsky most padl v 16:00.
Némecké jednotky postupujici pres Karlin doshly do noci
&ru Denisovo nadrazi - Masarykovo nadraZi, kde doslo
k velkému masakru zajatych povstalci. Na Pankréci a v pro-
storu Radotin - Chuchle se povstalci a vlasovci udrZeli. Také

munication. The only continuous German territory existed
solely between the areas densely populated by the Germans,
around Victory Square in the Quarter of Dejvice, around the
Palace of Cernin, Malostranské Square and the air-defence
(flak) battery on the Square of Letn4, with a small bridgehead
around the Faculty of Law at Charles’ University.

Carl von Piickler-Burghaus, the commander of the Waffen-
SS in Bohemia and Moravia, ordered the German units
located in the areas of Milovice, BeneSov and Brdy to attack
Prague on the morning of May 6th. However, due to the acti-
ons of the countryside militias, including sabotage, the main
attack occurred later, on May 7th.

LEFT: German self-propel-
led gun, Sturmgeschiitz I
marked with a black
number 8 with a white
outline together with the
name “Bliicher”, destroyed
by militia using a captured
Panzerfaust on the cor-
ner of Old Town Square
and PaFiZskd Street, 8
May 1945. The militia in
Prague destroyed, up to 8
May 1945,

an additional three
Hetzers, one Renault
FT-17 tank and one Grille
self-propelled gun. The
Red Army destroyed
another three Hetzers in
the morning of 9 May
1945.
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Baterie houfnic 1. pluku 1. divize ROA 7. kvétna v Lomnického
ulici v Praze na Pankrdci. (VHA) * A field howitzer battery of the
Ist Regiment of the Ist Division of the Russian Liberation Army in
Lomnického Street in Prague’s Pankrdc Quarter, 7 May 1945.

na Pankrici pfislusnici Waffen SS masakrovali civilni obyva-
telstvo.

Kolem piilnoci na 8. kvétna pfijela do Prahy od Berouna
vozidla 23. priizkumné squadrony americké 16. obréné divi-
ze, doprovizejici misi plukovnika Pratta do Schornerova §tibu
ve Velichovkich. Vozidla projela Smichovem, pfes most Legii
do Bartolomé&jské ulice na velitelstvi Bartos. Poté navitivila
i inta v Dejvicich. Odtud
namésti Republiky, Karlin a Hloubétin, kde
a Prahu ve sméru na Podébrady ste sd@-

Throughout the night to May 6th, the citizens of Prague
built over 1,600 barricades in the streets of the city. The orga-
nisation of the militia units was strengthened and they were
re-armed and their lines of communication were guaranteed.
The mobilisation centre for the militia at the Barracks of
Stefanik, the police’s barracks in the Ujezd Quarter and the
barracks of Jifi z Podébrad continued to organise, equip and
arm more and more units. The militias managed to dcqulre
and deploy around ten improvised German ‘7
a similar number of German AFVs, two batteries of static ..mu~
aircraft artillery and one training aircraft, an Arado Ar 396.

On the morning of May 6th, the Germans attacked at
Pankric, while localised fighting was also underway in the
Zizkov Quarter; the Ist Division of the Russian Liberation

lila ob&éma strandm p

a pritbéh demarkagni &ry mezi spojenci.

V noci ze 7. na 8. kvétna opustila Prahu véSina vlasov-
cii. Nésledoval némecky postup z Lahovic, zastaveny na
Zlichové. U Trojského mostu povstalci s esesdky cely den
vyjedndvali. Némeckd bojova skupina z Karlina pronikla
na ndmésti Republiky a Dlouhou a Celetnou se probila na
Staroméstské namésti.

Paralelng s boji probihajici jednéni mezi povstalci a Némci
pfineslo vysledek. Dne 8. kvétna 1945 v 16:00 zéstupci obou
stran podepsali protokol o p i formy Kapi némec-
kych brannych sil, na jehoZ zdkladé nastalo v 19:00 vSeobec-
né zastaveni bojovych akci. Po tomto datu zaCala némecka
vojska odchézet z Prahy. Valn vétSina némeckych jednotek
opustila Prahu pfed druhou hodinou ranni 9. kvétna.

Zastaveni palby nerespektovala pouze bojovd skupina
Klein, se kterou svedli povstalci na Zlichov& boj jesté v 15:00
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Army pied the Smichov Quarter. At 10:00am its 3rd
Regiment attacked the airport of Ruzyng, thus preventing
any further deployment of the German jet aircraft against
the militias. In the villages of Radotin and Lahovice, the 2nd
Regiment held up the German combat group “Klein” pre-
venting it from advancing towards Prague along the banks of
the Vltava River from Hradistko. From the north, the combat
group of the SS Regiment “Der Fiihrer” approached Prague;

i German rei from BeneSov arrived in
the Pankréic Quarter.

May 7th proved to be the hardest day of the entire upris-
ing. Around 9:00am the attack by the German forces outside
of Prague was launched, in the directions Kobylisy — The
bridge of Troja, Vysotany — Karlin, Hrdlofezy — Zizkov and
Pankric — Michle. The forces did not refrain from acts of
brutality against the Czech civilian hostages, using them as
live shields in front of the advancing panzers. The Bridge
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Obrnény transportér
Sd Kfz 250 ,,Mald housen-
ka* povstalecké obrnéné
Jjednotky npor. Neubauera
v Jeseniové ulici na
Zizkové 8. kvétna 1945.
Kromé tohoto stroje ziskala
Jjednotka do 8. kvétna jesté
celkem dva nedokoncéené
Hetzery z tovdrny Skoda,
dva nedokonéené Hetzery

z ndkladového nddraZi
Zizkov a obrnény
transportér Sd Kfz 251/1.
(VHA)

Tor: The armoured per-
sonnel carrier, Sd Kfz 250
“Mald ka” (Small

Caterpillar), of the militia’s

armoured unit led by First Lieutnant Neubauer in Jeseniova Street
in Prague’s Zizkov Quarter, 8 May 1945. This unit received, up to 8
May 1945, another two unfinished Hetzers from the Skoda factory,
two unfinished Hetzers from the railway station Praha-Zizkov and
one armoured personnel carrier, Sd Kfz 251/1.

of Troja had fallen by 16:00pm. Until nightfall, the German
units advancing through the Quarter of Karlin, reached the
line between Denis Railway station and Masaryk Railway
station, where a great massacre of the captured militia occur-
red. At the Quarter of Pankréc and in the area of Radotin, the

Bojovd skupina Milovitz
projézdi veéer 8. kvétna
z Celetné do PaiiZské ulice
pres Staroméstské ndmésti.
Prasiti hasici po skoneni
bojii zabrasiuji rozsient
poidru z domit zasaZenych
délostielbou.

Zleva: Jagdpanzer 38 Starr,
Grille a dal5i Starr.

(Sbirka J. Zazvonila)

Kampfgruppe Milovitz
heading from the Old
Town square to PariZskd
Street after the German
capitulation in the evening
of 8 May 1945. Prague’s
firemen prevent the fire,
caused by gunfire,
extending from those
houses hit during

the fighting.

From left to right:
Jagdpanzer 38 Starr, Grille
and another Starr.
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Po kapitulaci 8. kvétna veer opoustéji vozidla némeckych bojo-
vych skupin Milovice a generdla Reimanna PafiZskou t¥idou
Staroméstské namésti. Uprostied Hetzer, oznaceny Zlutym, derné
lemovanym Cislem 162. Vpravo zniceny StuG III ,,Bliicher .
(MDH) » Vehicles of the German units Kampfgruppe Milowitz and
Kampf-gruppe Reimann leaving the Old Town Square, through
PariZskd Street, after their surrender. The Hetzer in the middle
bears a yellow number 162 with a black outline. Destroyed StuG
111 “Bliicher”, at right.

dne 9. kvétna. K dalsimu boji mezi povstalci a Némci doslo
v 10:00 na Letenském ndmésti, kde povstalci zmasakrovali
kolonu ustupujicich Némcui pal hodiny pfed piijezdem prv-
nich tankii Rudé armady.

Posledni kolona n&émeckych samohybnych dél a dalSich
vozidel opoustéla stfed Prahy 9. kvétna rano. General von
Piickler piedal budovu svého velitelstvi povstalcim a pfipojil
se k této tstupové kolon&. Za velikého zdjmu PraZanu, ktefi
se zadostiu¢inénim sledovali odchod nacistickych okupanti,
kolona postupovala pfes Krilovské Vinohrady na vychodni
okraj Prahy, kde se stocila na jih a pokusila se nespéSné pre-
jit do amerického zajeti v Cimelicich na Pisecku. Se zadnim
zajidténim této kolony se stfetl sovétsky tankovy prizkum na
Kldrové, na kfiZovatce U Bulhara a na namésti Miru.

Sovétsky pfijezd probéhl ve dvou vInach. V prvni viné do
Prahy dorazily rychlé skupiny, tvofené tankovymi a mecha-
nizovanymi jednotkami. Tuto fézi zahgjily 9. kvétna v 04:00
predsunuté odfady 3. a 4. gardové tankové armady 1. ukra-
jinského frontu ze severu a severozipadu. Pfiblizné ve 12:00
dorazil 5. gardovy tankovy sbor 6. gardové tankové armady
2. ukrajinského frontu z jihovychodu a v cca 17:45 i pred-
sunuty odfad 60. armady 4. ukrajinského frontu z vychodu.
Brzy réno se sovéti stfetli s Némci v Dejvicich, dopoledne
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militias and the units of “Vlasov” s Army” held their position.
In the Pankric Quarter the Waffen-SS massacred the civil
inhabitants as well.

Around midnight on May 7th, vehicles of the 23rd Recon-
naissance Squadron of the American 16th Armored Division
arrived in Prague; the Squadron was part of the missi-
on accompanying Col. Pratt to the staff of Feldmarschall
Schorner at the spa town of Velichovky. The vehicles pas-
sed through the Smichov Quarter, crossed the Vitava River
by the Bridge of the Legions and headed to Barolomé&jska
Street, to the Barto§ Command. Later, the mission visited the
German command of Gen. Toussaint in the Dejvice Quarter.
From here the convoy continued through the Square of the
Republic to the quarters of Karlin and Hloubétin, where
they left Prague in the early morning, in the direction of the
town of Pod&brady. The mission advised both the Czechs and
the Germans on the conditions of the capitulation signed in
Reims and described the demarcation dividing line agreed
between the Allies.

During the night to May 8th, most of the members of
“Vlasov” s Army” left Prague. The German advance from
Lahovice followed, however, it was stopped at the Quarter of
Zlichov. At the Bridge of Troja, negotiations were underway
all day, between the-militias and the Germans. On May 8th,
1945, at 16:00pm, representatives from both sides signed
a protocol regarding the form of capitulation of the German
armed forces, which later become the basis for a general cea-
se-fire at 19:00pm. After this time, the German armed forces
started to withdraw from Prague. The great majority of the
German units left Prague around 2:00am, on May 9th.

However, the combat group “Klein” did not accept the
cease-fire — the militias fought the group at Zlichov as late as
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Zbytky némeckych vozidel, rozstitlenych povstalci rdno 9. kvétna 1945 pred barikddou na Letenském namésti. (ADH) » The remains of
German vehicles set on fire by the militia in front of the barricade on Letenské nmésti Square, on the morning of 9 May 1945.

15:00pm on May 9th. At the Square of Letnd, another clash In the morning of May 9th the last convoy of German self-
occurred at 10:00am, between the militias and the Germans.  -propelled guns and other vehicles was leaving the city centre.
Here, about half-an-hour before the first tanks of the Red  Gen. von Piickler handed his headquarters over to the militia
Army reached Prague, the militias destroyed a convoy of and joined the last retreating convoy. The convoy attracted
much interest from Prague’s inhabitants, who watched the

retreating Germans

Némedtt zajatci opoustdji rno 9. kvétna pod povstaleckou eskortou Prahu ve sméru na Plzeri. (MDH) » German POWs from Prague under
a militia escort are leaving in the direction of Pkeii, morning 9 May 1945.




Vozidla némeckych bojovych skupin Milovice a generdla
Reimanna a prazské posddky Waffen-SS opoustéji rdno 9. kvét-
na 1945 stied Prahy. (SUA, CTK)

Vehicles of Kampgruppe Milowitz Kampfgruppe Reimann and
Prague’s Waffen-SS garrison are leaving the centre of Prague
in the morning of 9 May 1945.

pak ve zmin&nych Sarvétich na Klirové, U Bulhara a na
namésti Miru.

Do vedera 9. a cely den 10. kvétna jednotky rychlych
skupin vytvofily obranny kruh kolem mésta proti pfed-

armad Mitte. Ta

a mimo Prahu, proto

aZ na drobné re(v jako 9. kvétna v Diblicich, prob&hlo
zaji§téni Prahy bez probléma.

Druha vina, ve které pfichdzely frontové jednotky, které
na rozdil od pfedsunutych rychlych skupin také obsazovaly
tdzemi kterym prosly, nastala u jednotlivych frontd nerov-
nomémé. Prvni dorazily hlavni sily 1. ukrajinského frontu

padu, jeSt& 9. kvétna, pouze s jedno aZ dvou-

n odstupem za predsunutymi odfady. Hlavni sily

. a 4. ukrajinského frontu dosdhly Prahy aZ v prib&hu

11. kvétna, kdyZ 10. kvétna dosahly &ary Ceské Bud&jo-
vice - Hlinsko - Hradec Krilové
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retreat of the Nazis with great satisfaction. Through the Quar-
ter of Kralovské Vinohrady the convoy advanced to the eas-
tern outskirts of Prague, where they turned south, unsuccess-
fully attempting to surrender to the Americans in Cimelice,
near the town of Pisek. In the Quarter of Klarov, at Peace
Square and at the Bulhar Crossroads, the convoy encountered
some Soviet tank reconnaissance units, with the inevitable
outcome.

The Soviet arrival occurred in two waves. Fast groups
- consisting of tank and other ised units, rep

the Dejvice Quarter, later, the above-mentioned encounters at
Klarov, at U Bulhara and at the Peace Square occurred.
Before the evening of May 9th and throughout the whole
of May 10th, the fast units established a defensive circle
around the city, expecting the attack of the retreating Army
Group “Mitte”. However, this group had retreated in the
course of the previous days, avoiding Prague. Not taking into
account the minor clashes (such as those in the Quarter of
Dablice on May 9th), the city of Prague was secured without

the first wave. On May 9th, at 4:00am, the first phase was
launched from the north and from the northwest by elements
of the 3rd and 4th Guards Tank Army of the 1st Ukrainian
Front. At around 12:00pm, the 5th Guards Tank Corps of the
6th Guards Tank Army of the 2nd Ukrainian Front arrived
from the southeast. Finally, at around 17:45pm, units of the
60th Army of the 4th Ukrainian Front came from the east.
Early in the morning, the Soviets clashed with the Germans at

The second wave, contained the Frontal units who had
occupied the territory by-passed by the fast groups — was
launched unevenly. Yet, by May 9th, the main forces of the
1st Ukrainian Front had arrived, initially from the northwest.
They followed the fast units with a delay of one to two hours.
The main forces of the 2nd and 4th Ukrainian Front reached
Prague as late as May 11th, having previously reached the
line Budweis — Hlinsko — Hradec Krélové on May 10th.

ndmésti

Prvni vozidla rychlé skupiny 1. frontu na

ledne 9. kvétna 1945. Poviimnéte si dopliiovdni paliva

do tanku T-34 z autocisterny. Za pozornost rovné stoji kombinace ki a trojiihelniki - oznaent pro spojenecké letce. (MDH)

The first vehicles of the Fast Group of the Ist Ukrainian Front on the Old Town Square in Prague, morning of 9 May 1945. Note refuelling
of a T-34 tank from a tank truck in the upper left corner of the picture. Of interest is the mixture of crosses and triangles on the cab roofs

of the trucks - serving as air recognition markings.
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Bleskova valka v Ceskych zemich
Blitzkrieg in the Czech Lands

Americ¢ané utoci do ¢eského
vnitrozemi

Pocéitkem kvétna 1945 byla 3. americka arméada posilena
o V. sbor z 1. armady, ktery zaujal postaveni v tseku A% -
DomaZlice.

4. kvétna nabidl generdl Dwight Eisenhover nacelniku
sovétského generélniho Stabu A. I. Antonovovi americky
postup aZ na levy bieh fek Vltava a Labe. Sovétsky gene-
rélni §tdb 5. kvétna zamitl moZny americky postup za linii
dohodnutou v pfedchozich dnech s tim, Ze idajn& jiZ probiha
prazsk operace Rudé armady. Dne 5. kvétna rano zahdjily
tedy V. a XII. sbor 3. armady posledni americkou ofenzivu
v evropském taZeni pouze s i
se Sovétskym svazem na Eeském tzemi vyty&enou spojnici
Karlovy Vary - Plzeii - Ceské Budgjov

Americky V. sbor zaitogil 1. p&i divizi, posilenou &asti
9. obrnéné divize, idolim Ohfe pfes Sokolov (dfive Falknov)
a Loket ke Karlovym Varim. Cilem ostatnich divizi sboru
byla Plzei. 97. péi a 16. tankova divize utoCily od Boru

Sherman & ¢ ze 778.

praporu, pFidél

The Americans attack the Czech
homeland

At the beginning of May 1945, the American 3rd Army
was strengthened by the assignment, to it, of V Corps of the
US 1st Army. The Corps occupied the line between the towns
of A3 (Asch) and DomaZlice.

On May 4th, Gen. Eisenhower proposed to the chief of the
Soviet general staff, A.I. Antonov, that the Americans advance
as far as the left banks of the rivers Vltava and Elbe. However,
on May 5th, the Soviet general staff declined this offer, by the
Americans, (in effect, of advancing beyond the previously
agreed cation line), with the ion that the Red
Army” s operation for Prague was already in progress. So,
on the morning of May 5th, V and XII Corps of the US 3rd
Army launched the last American offensive in its European
campaign. Its sole aim was to reach the demarcation line with
the Soviet Union, which was (in Czech territory) defined by
the line between the towns Karlovy Vary (Carlsbad) - Plzeii
(Pilsen) — Ceské Budg&jovice (Budweis).

americké 26. péi divizi, zniceny na Sumavé. Cislo X 827/V patii

Ceskoslovenské evidenci vrakii. (A. KniZek) ® Sherman tank, probably of the 778th Tank Battalion attached to the US 26th Infantry Division

destroyed in the Sumava Mountains. The number X 827/V identifies it for Czechoslovak recovery purposes.
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Sherman roty A, 37. obrnéného praporu 4. obrnéné divize s dodateénym Eelnim pancivem, v HoraZdovicich 6. kvétna 1945. (T. Jakl via
shirka Z. Rouéky) » An up-armoured Sherman of A Company, 37th Tank Battalion, 4th Armored Division in HoraZdovice, 6 May 1945.

Tanky americké 4. obrnéné
divize pFi pijezdu do
Strakonic 6. kvétna 1945.
(Z. Roucka via T. Jakl)

Tanks of the American

entering Strakonice,
6 May 1945.
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Americké lehké tanky
M 24 Chaffee ze

16. tankového praporu
16. obrnéné divize

na Namésti svobody

v Plzni, 6. kvétna 1945.
(VHA)

US light tanks, M 24
Chaffees, of the 16th Tank
Battalion, 16th Armored
Division on Namésti
svobody Square, Pler,

u Tachova a 2. p&i divize od Klen&i pod Cerchovem (u Do-
maZlic).

XII. sbor ttocil 90. p&si divizi od Zelezné Rudy k Nepo-
muku. 4. obrnénd divize postupovala jednim proudem od
Zelezné Rudy pies Horazdovice ke Lnafim a druhym prou-
dem pres Strakonice na Pisek. 5. p&Si divize operovala na
Sumavé, kde pres Strézny postupovala na Volary a Vimperk.
26. pé&si divize postupovala dvéma proudy od Dolni Vltavice
a Vyssiho Brodu na Cesky Krumlov.

Odpor nepfitele byl jiz slaby, hlavni prekdzku tvofily
silniéni zatarasy, hdjené mistnim Volkssturmem. K t&€Z8im
bojim za pouZiti délostfelectva doSlo napfiklad u KunZvar-
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6 May 1945.

Throughout the valley of the Ohie River, around the towns
of Sokolov (formerly Falknov) and Loket, the 1st Infantry
Division, strengthened with part of the 9th Armored Division,
attacked towards the city of Karlovy Vary. The city of Plzefi
was the destination of the other V Corps’ divisions. From
the village of Bor near the town of Tachov, the 97th and the
16th Armored Divisions launched their attack, while the 2nd
Infantry Division attacked from the village of Klenc¢i pod
Cerchovem.

The 90th Infantry Division of the XII Corps attacked from
the village of Zelezna Ruda, towards the town of Nepomuk.
From the village of Zeleznd Ruda, around the town of

Obrnény automobil M 8
Greyhound 23. jezdecké
squadrony 16. obrnéné
divize v Plzni,

6. kvétna 1945.

(VHA)

Armoured car, M 8
Greyhound of

the 23rd Cavalry
Squadron of the 16th
Armored Division

in Plzer, 6 May 1945.
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Priizkum 16. obrnéné divize projiézdi 7. kvétna 1945 Pribrami. (VHA) * A reconnaissance patrol of the American 16th Armored Division
passing through Piibram, 7 May 1945.

M 5 Stuart 4. obrnéné
divize v Blatné. Hvézda
na boku je zamazand,
aby se ztizilo zaméFovdni
nepFitelskych délostFelcit.
Jeji spodni &st, piivodné
namalovand na blatniku,
chybi. (VHA)

A light tank, M 5 Stuart of
the 4th Armored Division
in Blatnd. The white allied
star on its side is covered
in mud in order to make
the enemy’s anti-tank
gunners’ job as difficult as
possible. The star’s lower
part, originally painted on
the mudguard is missing.
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NAHORE: Piseiti povstalci a vojdci americké 4. obrnéné divize
odzbrojujt 7. kvétna 1945 u Pisku, na silnici od Tabora, némecké
Jjednotky, které ustoupily z vychodni fronty. (Muzeum Pisek)

TOP PHOTO: Militia from Pisek and soldiers of the US 4th Armored
ision seen disarming German units, who had retreated from the
l:astern Front, on the road from Tdbor to Pisek, 7 May 1945.

tu, Javorné, Stfibra a Zhufi. Dalsi postup do vnitrozemi byl
usnadnén Ceskymi povstalci, ktefi neutralizovali n&mecké
posadky a rozebirali protitankové zitarasy na komunikacich.
6. kvétna osvobodila 16. obrnénd divize Plzefi, 4. obrn&na
divize Pisek a o den pozdé&ji 9. obrnéné divize pfijala tele-
fonicky kapitulaci Karlovych Vari. TéhoZ dne, 7. kv&tna,
doséhly americké jednotky demarkacni linie po celé délce
jejiho priibéhu na Eeském tizemi a 4. obrnéna divize obsadila
i Podolsky most pfes Vitavu, vychodné od Pisku.

Americké jednotky aZ do pfichodu prvnich jednotek Rudé
armddy ve dnech 10. a 11. kvétna, podnikaly prizkumné
vypady za demarkaéni &ru. Na vyZidani povstaleckych veli-
telstvi z mnoha obci za demarkacni Garou usmériiovaly prou-
dy némeckych jednotek, sméfujicich do zajeti. Po 9. kvét-
nu, kdy Ameri¢ané pfijimani daliich zajatci zastavili, zasa-
hovali za demarka¢ni ¢arou proti némeckym jednotkam, které
se snaZily proniknout do americké z6ny a odmitaly se vzdat
povstalciim.
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Horazdovice, the first elements of the 4th Armored Division
advanced towards the town of Lnéfe, while the second wave
progressed through Strakonice, towards the town of Pisek.
The Sth Armored Division operating in the mountains of
Sumava, advanced around the village of StraZny, to the
towns of Volary and Vimperk. In two waves, the 26th Infantry
Division advanced from the villages of Dolni Vltavice and
Vy&8i Brod, towards the town of Cesky Krumlov.

The enemy’s resistance was now weak; lhe main dif-
ficulties were by s and block built
or placed in the roads by the local units of the Volkssturm.
Heavier fighting, which required artillery support, occurred
near the towns and villages of KunZvart, Javorn4, Stfibro and
Zhuii. The Czech militia, who neutralised the German forces
and dismantled the anti-tank barriers that had been built
in the roads, assisted the further advance of the Americans
into the Czech interior. On May 6th, the 16th Armored
Division liberated the city of Plzeii, the 4th Armored Division
freed the town of Pisek, while a day later the 9th Armored
Division accepted the surrender of Karlovy Vary by means
of a telephone conversation! On the same day, May 7th, the
American units reached the demarcation dividing line of the
allies, along its entire length, within Czech territory. Also, the
4th Armored Division occupied the Podolsky Bridge over the
Vltava River, east of the town of Pisek.

Between the days of May 10th and May 11th, until the
arrival of the Red-Army” s advanced guard, the Americans
undertook reconnaissance raids over the demarcation line.
The commanders of the militias requested that the Americans
guide the streams of German troops who were heading west to
surrender to the Western Allies. However, after May 9th, when
the Americans stopped accepting new captives, they had to
operate in the area behind the dividing line, acting against the
German units who were attempting to cross into the American
zone and thus refusing to surrender to the Czech militias.
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NAHORE: Ameriéti vdleéni zpravodajové na Viclavském namést
v Praze 7. kvétna 1945.
(Foto: Josef Manda via Jakub Pokorny/M. Bily)
Tov: US war ied by Czech film-j
lists on Wenceslas Square in Prague, 7 May 1945.

VPRAVO: Priizkumné vozidlo M 8 Greyhound 2. jezdecké skupiny
americké 3. armddy piijizdi do Nepomuku. 8. kvéten 1945.
(Foto: A. Slajs)

RIGHT: M 8 Greyhound armoured car of the 2nd Cavalry Group
arriving at Nepomuk, 8 May 1945.

Hlidka 4. obrnéné divize
v Pribrami, 9. kvétna 1945.
(VHA)

Reconnaissance patrol
of the US 4th Armored
Division in Piibram,

9 May 1945.
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Obrnéné automobily M 8 Greyhound 23. jezdecké prizkumné squadrony 16. obrnéné divize z doprovodu mise plk. Pratta, v Hradci
Krdlové, 8. kvétna 1945. (VHA) » Four M 8 Greyhound armoured cars of the 23rd Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron of the 16th Armored
Division, part of the escort to Colonel Pratt’s mission, driving through Hradec Krdlové, 8 May 1945.

Velichovska mise

Kolona pfiblizné tficeti vozidel, sloZena ze 3tdbnich vozi,
jeepi, sanitky a obrnénych vozidel M 8 Greyhound 23. jez-
decké priizkumné squadrony, vyrazila z Plzné 7. kvétna ve
21:40 hodin. Ukolem mise pod velenim porucika Pratta bylo
dopravit vyslance Dénitzovy vlady, podplukovnika Meyer-

The mission to Velichovk

On May 7th, at 21:40pm, a convoy consisting of staff vehi-
cles, jeeps, one ambulance vehicle and a number of armoured
cars, M 8 Greyhounds, of the 23rd Cavalry Reconna
Squadron departed the city of Plzeii. The goal of
sion, commanded by Colonel Pratt was to transport Donitz” s

Lehké tanky Pz Kpfw I a Il z ochrany velitelstvi skupiny armdd Mitte ve Velichovkdch. (ADH) * The Pz Kpfw I and I light tanks of the

Headquarters Security Unit, Army Group Mitte.
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Delnnga do Stdbu n&mecké skupmy armad Mitte (Stied)
im znéni b

Mlxe pres Prahu a Hradec Kralové dosahla v 10:00 dne 8

kvétna Velichovek, 200 kilometra za demarkacni €arou. Po

spInéni tdkolu ve $tibu skupiny armad Stfed mise Velichovky

v 11:00 opustila. Pfi pru_]ezdu Ceskym Brodem se jejim pii-

podafilo dsp inim zabranit popravé

padesiti Ceskych rukojmich Némcx V 18:00, poté co minula
Prahu ze severu, dorazila mise zp&t do Plzng&.

emissary, Obstlt. Meyer-Detring, to the staff of the German
Army Group Mitte, with the intention of stating the details
for the unconditional surrender of Germany. On May 8th, at
10:00am, the mission having passed through Prague and the
city of Hradec Krélové reached the spa town of Velichovky,
about 200 kilometres behind the demarcation line. After their
assignment with the general staff of Army Group Mitte had
been accomplished, the mission left the town of Vellichovky
at 11:00am. While passing through the town of Cesky Brod,
the members of the mission negotiated with the Germans and
thus prevented fifty Czech hostages from being executed. At
18:00pm, having passed around Prague’s northern outskirts,
the mission arrived back in Plzeii.

VLEVO: Posddky doprovodnych vozidel oéekdvaji vysledek jedndni
Pratta Mo inga s polnim mar-
Sdlem Schirnerem ve Velichovkdch. (VHA)

LEFT: Crews of the escort vehicles are amunng the result of Colonel
Pratt and Obstlt. Meyer-Detring’s with Fe
Schirner in the spa town of Velichovky.

Mise plk. Pratta pFi ndvratu z jedndni ve Velichovkdch projizdi veer 8. kvétna 1945 Brandysem nad Labem. (Muzeum Brandys nad
Labem) * Colonel Pratt’s mission seen when passing through Brandys nad Labem in the evening, 8 May 1945.
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Konec Wehrmachtu a Waffen-SS v Cechach
The End of the Wehrmacht and the Waffen-SS in the Czech Lands

Na pfelomu dubna a kvétna 1945 drZela némeckou fron-
tu od Dunaje na sever pfes Sumavu az piiblizné k Saské
Kamenici 7. armada. Ta se za ¢eské pohrani¢ni hory ukryla
po tstupu od Ryna, pfi kterém svadéla boje na zdrZenou
s americkou armadou. V poslednich dnech dubna bojovala
s americkou 3. armadou o $umavské prasmyky. Od po&itku
kvétna presla do podiizenosti skupiny armad Mitte.

Na vychod od 7. armady, zhruba mezi Saskou Kamenici
(Chemnitz) a fekou Nisou byla postaveni 4. tankové armady.
Tato armada svadéla 16. aZ 28. dubna v LuZici boje s polsky-
mi a sovétskymi jednotkami na jiZnim kfidle bitvy o Berlin.
Po 28. dubnu 4. tankovéd armada stabilizovala frontu severné
od Budysina.

Slezské podhiifi Krkono§, Orlickych hor a Jesenikui branila
17. arméda, kterd méla za sebou nedsp&Sné pokusy vyprostit
Vratislav obkli¢enou v Gnoru, leZici pred jejimi liniemi.

NAHORE: PFi némeckém iistupu opustény vrak Sd Kfz 234/4. Kola
a pneumatiky, po vdlce nedostatkovy materidl, neziistaly dlouho bez
povimnuti... (MDH)

Tor: Wreckage of an Sd Kfz 234/4, left behind during the German
retreat. The wheels are missing, a valuable post-war commodity
item!

At the beginning of May 1945, the German frontline,
running from the Danube River, north, over the Sumava
Mountains, approximately to the town of Chemnitz in
Sachsen was kept by the German 7th Army. After its retreat
from the Rhine, where the army fought delaying battles with
the American army, they took shelter behind the mountain
ranges on the Czech border. In the final days of April, the 7th
Army fought the American 3rd Army for the control of the
passes over the Sumava Mountain Range. From the beginning
of May, the Army became subordinate to Army Group Mitte.

East of the 7th Army’s position, roughly between the
town of Chemnitz and the Neisse River, could be found the
4th Panzer Army. Between the 16th and 28th of April, this
army fought the Polish and Soviet forces in Lusatia, at the
southern extremity of the Battle for Berlin. After April 28th,
the 4th Panzer Army stabilised the front north of the town of
Bautzen.

The German 17th Army guarded the Silesian foothills of
the Giant Mountains, the ranges of Orlické hory and Jeseniky.
The army’s previous attempts to liberate the city of Wroclaw
(Breslau), positioned in front of their lines, had been unsuc-
cessful.

From March 10th until the end of April, the most powerfull
unit of Army Group Mitte, the 1st Panzer Army blocked the
attempts of the 4th Ukrainian Front to penetrate into Moravia
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Nejsiln&jsi vy jednotka skupiny armad Mitte, 1. tankovi
armdda, blokovala od 10. bfezna do konce dubna v prostoru
Ostravy pokusy 4. ukrajinského frontu o prinik na Moravu
ze severu. Druhy itok proti této armiddé na naSem tzemi
prifel od jihu. Po dobyti Brna 26. dubna, se 2. ukrajinsky
front stoCil na severovychod ve sméru Vyskov - Prost&jov
- Olomouc a zastavila ho ai v poslednich dubnovych dnech
pred Prostéj di halle 1. Aby 1. tankov
arméda unikla z hroziciho obkli¢eni vyklidila Ostravu a zau-
jala linii vychodng od Of

Frontu od Brna nalnh branila skupin armad Siid, od kvétna
1945 piejmenovand na Ostmark. Z jejich armad se na naSem
tizemi nachdzela pouze 8. armada na JiZni Moravé. 6. tanko-

from the north (around the city of Ostrava). The second attack
against this army came from the south. After April 26th, when
the city of Brno was captured, the 2nd Ukrainian Front turned
northeast, in the direction between the towns of Vyskov
— Prost&jov — Olomouc. Finally, in the last days of April, the
Front was stopped near the town of Prost&jov, by the division
Felderrenhalle 1. To escape from the imminent siege, the 1st
Panzer Army retreated from Ostrava, occupying a defensive
line east of the town of Olomouc.

South of Brno, Army Group Siid defended the frontline,
however, renamed as Ostmark from May 1945. Of its armies,
only the 8th Army was located in Czech territory (in south-
ern Moravia). Anolher army of this group, the 6th SS Panzer

vé arméda SS, dalsi armdda této skupiny armad na i
biehu Dunaje, se nachizela uZ na rakouském tzemi.

Némci na jafe 1945 opeviiovali Ceské vnitrozemi. Totalné
nasazeni civilisté kopali zikopy a protitankové pfikopy a sta-
véli protitankové prekézky. Zakopy mély tvofit nékolik linii,
napfiklad slezské horské zakopy, zdkopy labsko-vltavské,
chebské a podobné, navzijem propojené piickami.

Goebbelsova propaganda do posledni chvile operovala
s predstavou, Ze ihned po pordZce Némecka dojde ke stfetu
mezi dosavadnimi spojenci a Ze v protisovétském boji bude
misto i pro nacisty. Této pfedstavé v&fili nejen némecti voja-
ci, pro které byla posledni nad&ji na zvrat prohrané vilky,
ale vé&fil ji i Stalin. Podle vzpominek sovétského generila
Stemenka se proto sovéti snaZili zajmout co nejvice némec-
kych vujaku, kten pm né& znamenali moZnou posllu Zapadu
v ci. DalSim, n
mohla byt snaha z it co nejvice otrockych pracovnich sil
pro vilkou znifené sovétské hospodafstvi. Ani Némci, ani
Stalin upfimé& nevéfili, Ze Eisenhower dodrZi uzaviené spo-
jenecké smlouvy, za vélegné zajatce bude povaXovat pouze
ty némecké vojdky, ktefi budou zajati do okamZiku ukoneni
nepfitelstvi a Ze jeho jednotky vydaji sovétim ty némecké
vojdky, které zajmou po tomto datu. A na po&dtku kvétna ani
on nevé&dél, Ze to bude piilnoc z osmého na devitého.

Porady v sidle D¢ ovy vlady ve Flensburgu mezi 2.-4.
kvétnem skoncily s tim, Ze do 16. kvétna skupina armad Stfed
ustoupi bojem na ¢aru Vitava-Labe, kde Némci pfedpokladali
demarkacni linii mezi zdpadnimi a vychodnimi spojenci.
Donitz také 3. kvétna vyzval K. H. Franka, aby Prahu vyhlasil
otevienym méstem. Frank, fe¢eno diplomaticky v diplomacii
nezkuSeny, ji ale vyhlasil méstem lazaretnim. Takovy termin
mezindrodni prévo neznd, takZe jako by se nic nestalo. Situaci
navic Némctim zkomplikovalo eské povstani.

PROTEJS! STRANA NAHORE: Vozidla némeckych bojovych skupin
generdla Reimana a Milovice v Praze u Hyberni: 8. kvétna 1945.
Uprostied snimku Hetzer jedné z prvnich verzi, vpravo a vievo od
néj v pozadi dva Hetzery Starr. Vpravo dvé Grille, jedno z nich je
prototyp, vyzbrojeny letecksm 30mm kanénem MK 108. (P. Ziéek)

OPPOSITE PAGE TOP: Vehicles of the German units Kampfgruppe
Reiman and Kampfgruppe Milowitz in Hybernskd Street, Prague,
8 May 1945. In the middle foreground is an early Hetzer, to the left
and right of it, in the background are two Hetzer Starr vehicles. To
the right are two Grille self-propelled guns. One of them is a proto-
type armed with a MK 108 30mm cannon.
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Army, was p upon the north banks of the river
Danube, located within the borders of Austria.

In the spring of 1945, the Germans fortified the Czech
interior, the “fotaleinsatz” civilian forced workers dug
trenches and built anti-tank barriers. The trenches were sup-
posed to create a number of defensive lines, for example the
Silesian Mountain Trenches, the Elbe-Vltava Trenches, the
Trenches of Cheb (Eger) etc., all of them to be linked by
communications trenches.

Until the final moments of the war, the propaganda of Nazi
Germany, as espoused by Goebbels, counted on the idea that
a clash between the Allies would follow immediately after the
defeat of Germany and that the Western Allies would allow
the Nazis to take part. This idea was not only believed by the
German soldiers, (who saw this possibility as their last hope
to reverse the course of alost war), but also by Stalin too.
According to the memoirs of the Soviet General Shtemenko,
the Soviets struggled to capture as many German soldiers as
possible — in the forthcoming conflict these soldiers could
prove potential reinforcements for the West. Furthermore,
having as much as possible of an “enslaved workforce,” post-
war, for the war-devastated Soviet economy posed as another,
admittedly unspoken, reason. Neither the Germans, nor Stalin
believed Eisenhower would keep to the Allied agreements:
to consider, as prisoners of war, only those soldiers captured
prior to the moment of the cease-fire; those German sol-
diers captured past this date to be turned over to the Soviets.
However, at the beginning of May, Eisenhower could not
have envisioned that the date for this agreement coming into
force would be midnight, May 8th, 1945.

The negotiations at Donitz’s seat of government in
Flensburg, between May 2nd and May 4th, ended up with
the following outcome: While fighting, Army Group Mitte
would retreat behind the line Vitava — Elbe, where, accord-
ing to the Germans, the demarcation line between the
Western and Eastern Allies was supposed to be. On May 3rd,
Dénitz instructed K. H. Frank to declare Prague an "open”
city. However, Frank, inexperienced in diplomatic matters,
declared Prague a "hospital” city. However, as noted previ-
ously in international law, such a term is unknown with the
result that in practice nothing was done to enforce this decla-
ration. In addition, the outbreak of the Czech Uprising further
complicated the situation for the Germans.
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Pokusy o potlaceni ¢eského
povstani

Jak jiz bylo podrobn& popsino diive, povstani které
vypuklo 1. kvétna v Prerové zihy potlacily bojové skupiny,
vy€lenéné z frontové armady a pohotovostni policejni ttvary
z HoleSova a Olomouc

2. kvétna po mylné zpravé o némecké kapitulaci vypukly
nepokoje v Nymburce. Nepokoje se podafilo udrZet v ne-
ozbrojenych mezich a némecké vojsko zachovalo zdrZenli-
vost. TéhoZ dne zacaly piestfelky mezi Némci a vlasovci na
Rakovnicku a Berounsku.

3. kvétna povstalo Semilsko a Upice. Mistni némecké
posidky v Pojizefi byly obklideny, nékteré se stahly na teh-
dejii Fi¥ské tizemi. Proti povstalciim v této oblasti vyrazily
jednotky gestapa z Mladé Boleslavi, armadni posily z Turno-
va a Volkssturm z Rokytnice nad Jizerou a Vrchlabi.

5. kvétna propuklo povstini na celém eském tizemi. K.
H. Frank poZddal o jeho potlateni velitele Waffen SS v Ce-
chich a na Moravé SS Gruppenfiihrera Carla von Piickler-
Burghause. Ten ze svého sidla v budové pravnické fakulty
University Karlovy, které bylo takika na dohled od sidla veli-
telstvi Alex na Staroméstském namésti, zorganizoval némecké
jednotky z okoli Prahy. Proti prazskym povstalcim vyrazil
dvéma bojovymi skupinami bojovy svazek SS Wallenstein
z beneSovského cvilisté Waffen SS, bojova skupina Milowitz
z milovického vojenského prostoru, bojova skupina generéla
Reimanna z Ceského Brodu a z fronty u DréZdan i bojova
skupina 4. pluku SS Der Fiihrer. Casti 2. tankové divize na
nadrazi v Hofovicich, které dostaly rozkaz postupovat po

Attempts to suppress the Czech
Uprising

As described above in detail, the Uprising, which took
place in the town of Pferov on May lst, was briskly sup-
pressed by military units exempt from the regular frontline
army and by reserve police units from the towns of HoleSov
and Olomouc.

On May 2nd, after the false news of the German capitula-
tion had spread, rioting occurred in the town of Nymburk.
However, the riots did not result in an Armed Uprising and
the German army maintained alow profile. On the same
day, sporadic fighting between the Germans and elements of
"Vlasov’s Army” also occurred in the areas of Rakovnik and
Beroun.

On May 3rd, the Uprising was also to be found in the areas
of Semily and Upice. The local German forces located in the
upstream areas of the river Jizera were besieged, while some
of them retreated back into the territory of the Third Reich.
Gestapo units from the town of Mladd Boleslay, army rein-
forcements from the town of Turnov and the Volkssturm from
Rokytnice nad Jizerou and Vrchlabi were used in an attempt
to put down or curtail the Uprising, before themselves with-
drawing in the face of the local mi

On May 5th, the Uprising came into full view throughout
the entire Czech territory. K. H. Frank requested that the
commander of the Waffen-SS in Bohemia and Moravia, the
SS-Gruppenfiihrer Carl von Piickler-Burghaus suppress the
uprising. From his residence situated in the Faculty of Law
building of Prague’s famous Charles’ University (itself not

a.
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plzefiské silnici, byly napadeny vlasovci a namisto postupu
na Prahu se odejely vzdit Ameri¢anim. Ostatni jednotky,
se v Praze zapletly do pouli¢nich bojii s povstalci a vlasov-
ci a pies &asto brutdlni postup se jim do 8. kvétna praZsky
komunika&ni uzel nepodafilo uvolnit.

Jednotky z vojenskych prostorii a z mist, kde si Némci
zachovali iniciativu (napfiklad velitelstvi skupiny arméad
Mitte ve Velichovkich), vedle toho vysilaly trestné vypravy
do svého okoli, provazené popravami zajatych povstalci
a mistnich némeckych velitelt, ktefi si dovolili s povstalci
vyjednavat, nebo pfed nimi dokonce kapitulovat. Pfi tako-

vychto akcich nacisté vypilili obce Javoficko u Litovle a Ko-
nétopy na Mélnicku.

5. kvétna slibil mar§l Schorner v emotivnim rozkazu
vojékim své armadni skupiny, Ze je bezpetné dovede do
vlasti. Zadal proto od nich na oplitku tuhou disciplinu.
Zahéjil také patrn& stahoviani tylovych jednotek podle planu
ze 4. kvétna, protoZe napiiklad Mé&lnikem, Semily a Peckou
uZ 5. kvétna projizdélo ustupujici némecké vojsko. Zapo&al
i Gistup po Zeleznici. 7. kvétna rano pak pfisel z Flensburgu do
Velichovek radiem rozkaz pfevést okamZité maximum jedno-
tek z vychodni fronty na zapad.

Vozidla ﬂlm:kycll bojovych :hph gmaw
(Shirka M.B.) * Vehicles of the GMJ"‘"W

cag-.&nm morning of 9 May 1945.

far from the Alex command HQ, residing in the Old Town
Square!), he organised the German units located in the areas

Group Mitte in Velichovky) undertook punitive actions in
their local vicinity, which were often accompanied by the

around Prague. The SS combat unit Wall from the
Waffen-SS training grounds near BeneSov, the combat group
Milowitz from the military area of Milovice, the combat group
of Gen. Reimann from the town of Cesky Brod and the com-
bat group of the 4th SS Regiment Der Fiihrer (from the front
near Dresden) moved against the Czech militias taking part
in the Uprising. Some elements of the 2nd Panzer Division,
(at the railway station of Hofovice), who received an order to
follow the Plzefi Road, were attacked by “Vlasov’s Army”.
Then, instead of advancing towards Prague, they headed west
to surrender to the Americans. Other units became involved in
street fighting in Prague with both the militia and "Vlasov’s
Army.” Despite their brutal methods, the Germans did not
achieve the freeing up of Prague’s communication through
points until May 8th 1945.

The units from the military areas and from the places,
where the Germans retained the initiative (the HQ of Army

of any captured militia members and of the local
German who d to with or
even surrender to the militia. In the course of such actions,
the Nazis burned down the village of Javofitko near the town
of Litovel and the village of Konétopy near M&Inik.

In his emotive order of May 5th, Feldmarschall Schérner
promised the soldiers of his army group that he would safely
lead them back to their homeland. However, in return, he
required strict discipline. Also, Schérner was probably the
officer, who initiated the retreat of the German rear echelons
according to the plan of May 4th. Therefore, the retreating
soldiers passed (for example) through the towns of Mélnik,
Semily and Pecka as early as May 5th. The retreat via the
railway system also began at this time as well. In the morn-
ing of May 7th, an order from Flensburg was received to
immediately transport as many units from the east to the
west.
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Némecké frontové jednotky ustupujici na zdpad 8. kvéma v blizkosti Prahy. (MDH) » Retreating columns of German frontline units passing
by, in the vicinity of Prague, 8 May 1945.

Ustup jednotek Heeresgruppe Mitte

Ze Schornerovych jednotek méla k Ameri¢anim nejblize
Jeji divize kapitulovaly do rukou 3. americké
5.a7. kvétnem.

Pro tistup zbylych tfi armad Heeresgruppe Mitte byla kli-
Covd 4. tankové armada v pfedhifi Krusnych hor, ktera méla
zadrZet ofekavany sovétsky tder od Berlina. Za ne zcela
jasnych okolnosti zacaly ale jeji jednotky opoustét sva posta-
veni uZ 6. kvétna. Podle vzpominek sovétského generila I. G.
Ziberova, které potvrzuje i reportaZ valetného dopisovatele
B. Polevoje, zatala prazskd operace 1. ukrajinského frontu
6. kvétna, tedy o den dfive nez méla, protoze Némci u Mi¥n&
zacali ustupovat na jih. Také pied 2. polskou armadou v LuZi-
ci zataly divize sboru Grossdeutschland ustupovat 6. kvétna.
Na fronté ziistal osamoceny sbor Herrmann Géring v posta-
venich severné od Drazdan. Po zjisténi, Ze okolo jeho kiidel
pronikaji bez odporu sovétské tanky, zahdjil 7. kvétna dstup
také. V Drazdanech sbor pieel Labe, ale jeho dalsi postup na
jih vedl uZ pouze do boku sovétské 3. gardové tankové arma-
dy, postupujici na Prahu. VétSina sborovych jednotek kapitu-
lovala v Geisingu, pét kilometrii severné od Cinovce.

Nejdale k americkym liniim mé&ly 17. a 1. tankové arméada.
Jejich tstupové kolony se roztdhly po celém prostoru mezi
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The retreat of Heeresgruppe Mitte

Of Schérner’s units, the 7th Army was positioned closest
to the Americans. Between May 5th and May 7th, its divi-
sions surrendered to the American 3rd Army.

In the retreat of the remaining three armies of
Heeresgruppe Mitte, the 4th Panzer Army situated at the
foothills of the Krusné Range, (which was supposed to stop
the anticipated Soviet strike from Berlin), played a key role.
However, under unclear circumstances, its units started to
abandon their positions as early as May 6th. According
to the memoirs of the Soviet General, I. G. Ziberov (con-
firmed by the war reporter B. Polevoy), on account of the
German retreat south near Meissen, the Prague Operation
started on May 6th, one day earlier than originally planned.
Also, in front of the 2nd Polish Army, the divisions of the
Grossdeutschland Corps started to retreat on May 6th. The
Hermann Géring Corps was left alone at the front, positioned
north of Dresden. After this corps found out that Soviet tanks
were smoothly passing around its wings, the corps also
started to retreat on May 7th. At Dresden, the corps crossed
the Elbe, however its further withdrawal could only lead it
into the flanks of the Soviet 3rd Guards Tank Army, which
was advancing towards Prague. Most of the corps’ units
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Némecké tistupové kolony pFi prijezdu Brandysem nad Labem 8. kvétna 1945. Na hornim snimku &esti Eetnici kontroluji ndkladni auto-
mobil némecké 208. péi divize. (Oba snimky: Muzeum Brandys nad Labem) * Retreating German columns passing through Brandys nad
Labem. In the picture above members of Czech gendarmery are checking a truck of the German 208th Infantry Division.
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Odzbrojovdni némecké délostielecké jednotky v Brandyse nad Labem. PovSimnéte si zatim neidentifikovaného divizniho symbolu na z
nim Eele polopdsového tahace. (Muzeum Brandys nad Labem) * Disarming of a German artillery unit in Brandys nad Labem. N
sign on the rear deck of the half-track.

soustiedény na mistnim fotbalovém hFis V popFedi stoji zabaveny kandn K18 rde 105mm s vyznadenim is)
zdsahii. (1 ’tlukeum Brandys nad Labem) * Heavy weapons were collected in a local football ground. Captured 105mm cannon K18 in lhe
foreground. Note the kill marks on its barrel.
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Dopravni zicpa pred viezdem na most pres Labe v Mélnice, 8. kvét-  Némeckd iistupovd kolona sméfujici 8. kvétna 1945 od vychodu
na 1945. Kolony vpravo pFijidély do mésta od severu, kolona vievo  pres centrum Mélnika k mostu pres Labe. (SOKA Mélnik)

od zdpadu. (SOKA Mélnik)

Traffic jam in front of the bridge across the Labe River, Mélnik, 8 A retreating German column heading from the east, through the
May 1945. The column at right came o the town from the north,  centre of Mélnik, to cross the bridge over the Labe River, 8 May
the one at left from the west. 1945.

Ndkladni automobil
jednoho z transportnich
plukii Grosstransport-
raumu, pFeplnény evakuo-
vanymi vojdky v Mélnice
8. kvétna 1945.

(SOKA Mélnik)

A heavy truck of a Gross-
transportraum battalion
overloaded with soldiers
in Mélnik, 8 May 1945.
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Vysoci némeéti diistojnici

dopraynim prostFedku
pres MukaFov. (MDH)

Senior German officers
retreating on a somewhat
undignified vehicle throu-
gh Mukaiov village.

frontou a Ameri¢any. Prvni jely obvykle obrnéné transportéry,
nebo alespoii vyzbrojené kolopis ozbrojenym vysadkem,
ktery prordzel cestu povstaleckym tzemim. Nékteré kolony
doprovézela i mald letadla. V kolonich bylo zafazeno vSe, co
uvezlo alespoii jednoho pésika. Za sebou tak jely promichdny
ndkladni i osobni automobily, autobusy, traktory, motocykly,
jdkary i jizdni kola. Kolony nejednou postupovaly vedle
sebe, po celé Sifce silnice. V obcich a v mistech protitanko-
vych zatarasi pak vznikaly beznad&jné zacpy. Mnohd vozidla
byla nepojizdna a téhly je jiné stroje, hodn& ndkladnich auto-
mobilii tahlo aZ tfi pfivésy pfeplnéné lidmi. MnoZstvi vrak,
které uz nebylo moZné ani vléci a také nahle nepotfebnych
dél, zaplnilo pfikopy a pole podél silnic. Za motorovymi
vozidly nésledovaly pomalejsi kotiské povozy. Jako kuriozitu
je mozné uvést, Ze Hlinskem projizdél vojik na &tyfkola-
ku, taZzeném dvéma vi¢iky. Se stile vzristajicim odstupem
nésledovaly pomalé p&i itvary. Na front& ziistaly obrnéné
jednotky, které od 8. kvétna zacaly ustupovat také a alespoii
zpo&atku vedly boj na zdrZenou.

Organizovany ustup se leckde zménil v chaos. Mapa znd-
zorfiuje hlavni tstupové osy, mnohé jednotky i jednotlivé
stroje se pokouSely zkrétit si cestu po mistnich komunikacich.
V lesich je napadaly partyzénské skupiny a povstalci, vytlage-
ni z obci. Nekteré jednotky se tocily v kruhu, podle povstalci
obrdcenych ukazatelii sméru. Velitelé menich jednotek
rabovali ¥koly, aby ziskali alespoii trochu pouZitelné mapy.
Vyjimkou nebylo ani zajiméni mistnich lidi, jako privodca.
Na n&kterych némeckych mapach byly zakreslené jako hoto-
vé jeSté nepostavené mosty pies Vitavu u Hladné a u Kucefe.
Pred neexistujicimi mosty se nahromadilo mnoZstvi odstave-
né techniky a mnoho némeckych vojékii zahynulo, kdy? se
snazili preplavat na zapadni bich Vltavy.

Sovétské letectvo se snaZilo zabrénit Gstupu bombardo-
vanim komunika¢nich uzli. 8. kvétna bombardovalo Zdirec
nad Doubravou, Liberec, Ceskou Lipu a D&in, 9. kvétna
Nové Mésto na Moravé, Mladou Boleslav, Mé&lnik, Roudnici

surrendered in Geising, five kilometres north of Cinovec
(Zinnwald).

The 17th and the Ist Panzer Armies were positioned
furthest from the American lines. Their retreating convoys
spread across the entire area between the frontline and
the Americans. The armoured carriers and vehicles carry-
ing armed crews made up the first wave, preparing a path
through the territory in which the Uprising was occurring.
A number of aircraft also accompanied some of the convoys.
Every form of transport capable of carrying a single infantry-
man queued-up to be part of a convoy: trucks and passenger
vehicles, busses, tractors, motorcycles, sidecars and even
bicycles moved together, all mixed up. Many times, the vehi-
cles moved side by side, occupying the entire width of the
road. In villages and at places, where anti-tank barriers and
tank-traps were installed, hopeless congestion would often be
created. Many vehicles could not move by their own power,
so they had to be towed by other machines. Many trucks
towed as many as three trailers full of personnel. A number of
wreckages unable of even being towed, together with a great
number of useless heavy artillery pieces filled the road side
and the fields alongside the roads. Behind the motor vehicles,
the slower horse-drawn wagons followed. As a curiosity,
a soldier passing through the town of Hlinsko was noted, rid-
ing a four-wheeled wagon, towed by two large dogs. With an
increasing distance, the slower infantry units followed. The
panzer units also started their retreat on May 8th, however,
in the beginning, they-stayed at the front and fought delaying
actions.

At many locations, aseemingly well-organised retreat
turned into chaos. The map shows the main paths of the

retreat, however, many units and individual machines tried
to use the local roads as shortcuts. In the woods, they were
attacked by groups of partisans and by the militia, chased
away from the villages. As aresult of following signs that
had been altered by the militia, some units found themselves
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Two of four Pz Kpfw 38(t) tanks
the Czech in Policka.

nad Labem a Litoméfice. V Mélnice zahynulo 27 a v Mla-
dé Boleslavi 200 Ceskych civilisti a nédletim padla za obét
i mladoboleslavskd automobilka. I po niletech zistaly ale
tyto ¢ a ustup pokracoval. Jesté 10.
na bombardovala sovétskd a rumunska letadla prostor v okoli
Havlickova (erstvé piejmenovaného Némeckého) Brodu.

9. kvétna v 19:00 Ameri¢ané pfestali brat dalsi zajatce

moving in acomplete circle. The comman

units rifled through any schools they found,

usable maps and the seizing of locals to serve as guides was
a common occurrence. Some German maps showed the unfin-
ished bridges over the Vltava, near the villages of Hladna and
Kucef, as finished. In front of the non-existent bridges a great
number of unusable vehicles were later found parked and

Némecké frontové jednotky
ustupuji skrze silnicni
protitankovy zdtaras v Po-
licce. (VHA) * German
frontline units retreating
through an anti-tank
obstacle in Policka. Note
the Wolfsangel badge on
the gun shield and that of
Pegasus to the left.

NA VEDLEJSI STRANCE:
Jeden ze dvou obrnénych
transportérii Sd Kfz 251,
znidenych sovétskymi tanky
8. kvétna u Chluméan.
(Muzeum Louny)

One of two
armoured personnel

iers, Sd Kfz 251,
destroyed by Soviet tanks
near Chluméany,

8 May 1945.
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Maultier Ford typ S
bojové skupiny pluku SS
Der Fiihrer pfi pFijezdu
do amerického zajeti

v Rokycanech 9. kvétna
1945 rdno.

(Muzeum Rokycany)

Maultier Ford type S

of the SS-Kampfgruppe
Der Fiihrer arriving into
US captivity, Rokycany,
morning, 9 May 1945.

a uzavieli demarkacni &ru. Na komunikacich vedoucich
k americkym liniim se zacaly tvofit mnohakilometrové fronty
desitek tisic némeckych vojaki a civilisti.

Pritjezd sovétskych rychlych skupin na Prahu 8. a 9. kvétna
Gstup piili§ nenarusil. Pokud sovétské tanky narazily na kolo-
nu, kterd obvykle takika kolmo kiiZila jejich trasu, rozstfilely
nejblizi vozidla, vraky odhrnuly na kraj silnice a pokratova-
ly dal. Po jejich prijezdu opét pokratoval proud némeckych
vozidel ve sméru na jihovychod. Tak probéhly boje napiiklad
u Roudnice nad Labem, Nové Vsi u M&lnika, Brandysku,
StehlZevsi a jinde.

many German soldiers died whilst attempting to swim across
the Vltava, to its western banks.

The Soviet Air Force attempted to slow down the retreat
by bombing points of troop congestion along the route.
Typically as on May 8th this included the towns of Zdirec
nad Doubravou, Ceské lipa and D&in. On May 9th, the
Soviets bombed the towns of Nové Mésto na Moravé, Mlada
Boleslav, Mé&lnik, Roudnice nad Labem and Litoméfice.
Twenty-seven civilians perished in the town of Mélnik and
in Mlad4 Boleslav two hundred civilians were killed. The
automobile factory in the town of Mlada Boleslav was also
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Vraky sovétskych
ndkladnich automobilii
a obojZivelného Fordu
GPA, znicené v Cdslavi
v boji v noci

29. na 10. kvétna.
(Muzeum Céslav)

Wreckage of Soviet trucks
and an amphibious

Ford GPA destroyed

by the Germans in

an engagement

at Cdslay during

the night

of 9/10 May 1945.

asto byla slabd a podiehla naporu. Nékterd mista vystiidala
docasného majitele i nékolikrat. Sovétam v koridoru za rych-
lymi skupinami ale s pauzami, pfesto stile pfijizd€ly dali
posily. 9. kvétna doslo k bojim u Gol¢ova Jenikova, u Nové-
ho BydZova a v dalSich oblastech. V noci na 10. kvétna doslo
avi k pouli¢nimu boji mezi povstalci a sovétskymi
vojdky na jedné strané a ustupujicimi Némci, predeviim ze
17. tankové divize, na strané druhé. Po boji zbyl ve mésté
vrak sovétského obojZivelného Fordu GPA, vyhotely polopis
Sd Kfz 11, vrak Hummelu a vrak polopasu Sd Kfz 251/22.

destroyed. However, even after the raids, the crossroads
remained open to a certain degree, so the retreat proceeded.
The area around the town of Havlickiv Brod (freshly
renamed from “"Némecky” (German) Brod) was bombed by
Soviet and Romanian aircraft as late as May 10th 1945.

On May 9th, at 19:00pm, the Americans stopped accepting
any new prisoners and closed the demarcation dividing line
Queues of many kil CA i tens of
of German soldiers and civilians could be seen on the roads
leading to the American lines

The arrival of the fast Soviet units in Prague on May 8th
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Vraky samohybnych dél
Hummel a Sd Kfz 251/22

2 némecké 17. tankové divi-
ze, znicené v boji

v Cdslavi v noci

29. na 10. kvétna 1945.
(MDH)

Wreckage of a tank
destroyer, Sd Kfz 251/22,
of Panzerdivision 17
destroyed in Cdslav
during the night

of 9/10 May 1945.
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Vraky stihaéii tankic Jagdpanzer 38 Hetzer ze zadniho voje prav-
dépodobné 31. divize SS po srdzce s protitankovou jednotkou taZe-
nych 76mm kandni sovétského predvoje 9. kvétna 1945 v Bélovsi
u Ndchoda. (VHA)

Wreckage of tank destroyers, Jagdpanzer 38 Hetzers, from a re-
arguard, probably of SS-Grenadierdivision 31, after clashing with
a Soviet anti-tank unit of towed 76mm cannons of the Soviet van-
guard in Béloves near Ndchod, 9 May 1945.

Téze noci se Némci probijeli na zépad i v Humpolci a na dal-
Sich mistech.

S vyjimkou koridordi, kterymi projely rychlé skupiny,
postupovaly hlavni sily Rudé armady s hodinovym az dvou-
dennim odstupem od némeckych zadnich voji, které na
mnoha mistech svidély boje na zdrZenou. Veer 9. kvétna
prijely polopdsy a Hetzery zadniho voje pravd&podobn 31.
divize SS do Néchoda. Na namésti se Ctyfi Hetzery obrati-
ly a vritily se do prostoru b&loveské celnice, kde zaskogily
sovétskou protitankovou jednotku tazenych 76mm kan6na
ZiS-3. Hetzery znilily palbou jeden Studebaker a jeden
Chevrolet se zapfaZenymi dély a jedno délo, jehoZ obsluha
stihla zaujmout bojové postaveni. Obsluhy dalsich dvou d&l
zahajily palbu a z bezprostedni blizkosti znicily tii Hetzery.
Mezi mrtvymi byla i Zena v uniformé SS, tedy vlastng
SS-Frau. Ctvrty Hetzer jeho osddka opustila a dalsi den ho
zprovoznili Nachodsti povstalci.

Némecké zadni voje byly ale beznad&jné pozadu, a kdy¥
dorazily ke koridoru po rychlych skupinach, ten byl jiZ dosta-
ten& nasycen sovétskymi vojaky tak, aby leckde vytvofil
nepfekonatelnou prekazku. Mnohé tankové posadky po zj
téni beznad&jnosti dalSiho postupu v obrnéncich, které pfi-
tahovaly neZddouci pozornost, zapdlily své stroje a v tstupu
pokracovaly déle p&im pochodem neobydlenym terénem. Tak
10. kvétna, kolem tieti hodiny ranni vstoupila Rudd armada

and May 9th disrupted the retreat in a localised way, only.
On the occasions that any Soviet tanks encountered a convoy
(usually crossing their path at right angles), they usually
destroyed the closest vehicles, towed the wreckages onto the
roadsides and proceeded with their rapid advance. After the
Soviets passed, the flow of German vehicles continued in
the southeastern direction. Such engagements occurred, (for
example), near the towns of Roudnice nad Loabem, Nové Ves
near Mélnik, Brandysek and StehelCeves.

If the forward groups of the Soviet fast units became iso-
lated, at some location, their fighting strength was limited
and in many cases these groups when engaging the retreat-
ing Germans were defeated. Control of some towns and vil-
lages changed hands on a number of occasions, in a relatively
short e of time. Though delayed, the path behind the fast
groups was followed by further Soviet reinforcements. On
May 9th, fighting occurred near the town of Gol&uv Jenikov,
near Novy BydZov and in other areas as well. During the
night of May 10th, street fighting between the militia and
the Soviet soldiers on one side and the retreating Germans
(mostly of the 17th Panzer Division) occurred in the town of
Cislav. After the fighting was over, the wreckage of a Soviet
amphibious Ford GPA, a burned-out Sd Kfz 11, the wreck of
a Hummel and a the wreck of an Sd Kfz 251/22 remained in
the town. On the same night, the Germans fought their way
west at Humpolec and at other places too.

Except for the corridors, through which the fast groups
had passed, the advance of the main forces of the Red Army
was delayed by anything from one hour to two days by the
German rearguard, which often fought effective delaying
actions. In the evening of May 9th, the support vehicles and
the Hetzers (presumably) of the 31st Division of the Waffen-
SS arrived in the town of Nachod. At the main square, the
Hetzers turned around and headed back into the area of the
Customs House in the village of Béloves. Here, the Germans
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St < R R g
Stihaée tankii Hetzer a Marder II1, samohybnd déla Hummel a iitz 111 a vyprotovaci tank Bergepanzer Hetzer 97. oddilu
stihaii tankii 97. myslivecké divize, spolu s velk§m mnostvim povozil, opusténé po kapitulaci u Nového Mésta na Moravé. (SUA)

do Nového Mésta na Moravé, kde dosud hofely vraky vozidel ~ encountered a Soviet anti-tank unit consisting of i
ze v&erejsiho néletu a povstalci odzbrojovali dalsi pfijizdgjici 76 mm cannons. The Hetzers destroyed one Studebaker and
némecké vojdky. Kolem poledne se k méstu pfibliZil oddil ~one Chevrolet truck with cannons in tow, and one cannon,
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némeckych tanki, které se pokusily vynutit si prijezd me
tem. Kdy? tankisté zjistili, Ze sovéti jsou uZ ve mésté, opustili
své stroje a snazili se uprchnout pesky, ale byli pochyténi. Slo
pravdépodobné o 97. oddil stihati tanki 97. myslivecké divi-
ze, 2 n&j% po povstani na poli u mésta ziistalo ve dvou faddch
vyrovnanych devét Hetzerd, dva Sturmgeschiitzy III a po jed-
nom Bergepanzeru Hetzer, Marderu III Ausf. M a Hummelu.
Opusténé vraky stdly na mnoha dalSich mistech. U Letovic
stily vedle sebe na poli vyhoielé vraky &tyF Pantherd, tfi Pz
IV a jednoho Jagdpantheru. Hofici osamoceny Pz IV stdl
u Senic na Hané a opusténé jednotlivé Panthery napiiklad
u Vladislavi u Tfebice, v Tisnové a ve Velkém Mezifici.

Kolony stojici pred americkymi liniemi bezisp&sné vyjed-
nivaly o pfechodu k Ameri¢anim. Okolo 10. kvétna se k nim
pribliZily z vychodu sovétské jednotky a zaZaly jejich odzbro-
jovéni. Zadni voj jednotek stojicich na sever od Cimelic,
vyzbrojeny tidajné i tanky, se zakopal u Milina. Odpoledne
11. kvétna byli k témto postavenim klamné vyldkani parla-
mentafi z Piibrami, byli viak postfileni. V odvetu zaitogili
pribramdti povstalci, byli viak se ztritou Sedesati lidi odraZe-
ni. Veder téhoZ dne, po piichodu prvnich sovétskych jednotek,
které proti Milinu nasadily i d&lostfelectvo a kafuge, se Némci
stahli na jih. Je§té 12. kvétna brzy rano, znicila v Breznici
obsluha sovétského protitankového déla &i tanku polopds
Sd Kfz 251 z jednotky, kterd se cht&la probit k Ameri¢anim.
Rozptyleni némecti vojici, pres den se ukryvajici v lesich
a v noci pochodujici, byli zajimani aZ do pali léta.

OPPOSITE PA

whose crew had enough time to take to their combat posi-
tions. The crews of the other cannons opened fire from a close
proximity, destroying three Hetzers. One woman wearing an
SS uniform was found amongst the dead. The fourth Hetzer,
abandoned by its crew, was however brought back into serv-
ice by the Czech militia from Néchod.

The German rearguards were hopelessly delayed, so when
their reconnaissance units reached the corridor, it was already
saturated with Soviet soldiers, thus creating an un-passable
obstacle at many locations. After the tank crews realised that
any further progress in their panzers was impossible, they set
their machines on fire and continued by walking through the
unpopulated territory. So, on May 10th, around 03:00am, the
Red Army stepped into the town of Nové Mésto na Morave,
where wreckage from the previous day’s air- was still burn-
ing and where the militia continued to disarm the retreating
German soldiers. At noon, a unit of German tanks approached,
which tried to force their way through the town. When the tank
crews found out that Soviet forces were already in town, they
abandoned their machines, trying to escape on foot, however,
they were captured. In all probability, the unit concerned was
the 97th Panzer-Jiger Abteilung of the 97th Jiger-Division.
After the Uprising, the following machines were left in a field
near the town: nine Hetzers, two Sturmgeschiitzs III, one
Bergepanzer Hetzer and one Marder III Ausf. M and a Hum-
mel. Abandoned wrecks could also be found in other places.
Near the town of Letovice, four burned-out panzer tanks stood

Tank destroyers Hetzer and Marder 11, self-propelled guns Hummel and Sturmgeschiitz Il and a recovery vehicle

Bergepanzer Hetzer of the Panzerjiger Abteilung 97 of Jagerdivision 97 together with a huge variety of other conveyances left behind by

the Germans after their surrender near Nové Mésto na Moravé.

Pz Kpfw V Panther Ausf. G, opustény vlastni posddkou ve Velkém MeziFici. (MDH) * Pz Kpfw V Panther Ausf. G left behind by its crew in

Velké MeziFici.
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next to each other in a field, together with three Pz IVs and
one Jagdpanther. A lone, burning Pz IV stood near the vil-
lage of Senice in the area of Hand. In the villages of Vladislav
and Trebi¢, in the towns of Ti¥nov and Velké Mezifi¢i a single
abandoned Panther tank could be found near by.

The German soldiers from the convoys standing in front
of the American lines held unsuccessful negotiations with
their opposite numbers, in the forlorn hope of crossing to the
American side of the now closed demarcation line. Around
May 10th, Soviet units approaching from the east started
to disarm the Germans. German rearguard units were posi-
tioned north of the town of Cimelice (allegedly equipped with
tanks), and entrenched near the town of Milin. In the after-
noon of May 11th, parliamentarians representatives from the

Ustup a kapitulace
Heeresgruppe Ostmark

Velitel 8. armddy obdrZel rozkaz k dstupu 7. kvétna
veter. S pfichodem tmy mély jeho divize opustit vychodni
frontu a zamifit na zapad. VEtSing se to bez vazn&jsich pro-
blémii povedlo, pouze n&které jednotky tankového sboru
Feldherrenhalle byly zataZeny do bojii na Eeskoslovenském
tizemi. V noci z 9. na 10. kvétna doslo k boji se sovéty na
Majdalené a u Tfebong. 6. tankovéa armada SS a 43. sbor 8.
armédy kapitulovaly u Lince Ameriantm, ktefi je pozdgji
vydali sovétim.

Kapitulace
Heeresgruppe Mitte

8. kvétna ztratily boje v Praze smysl. Priichod Prahou
se Némcim nepodaiilo obnovit a frontové jednotky Prahu
obchizely. NejbliZe severn od mésta jsou doloZeny wstupové
kolony 208. a 72. pé&i divize v Brandyse nad Labem, jizn&
pak 10. divize tankovych grandtnikd, 6. a 8. tankové divize
tku pod Mednikem a na Podbrdsku. Prazska posidka

town of Pfibram were sent to these units, however they were
all shot and killed by the Germans. The militias from Pfibram
attacked in an act of revenge, however, the attack was repulsed
with casualties amounting to sixty members of the militia. In
the evening of the same day and following the arrival of the
first Soviet units who deployed artillery and “Katyusha”
rockets launchers against them, the Germans retreated fur-
ther south. As late as on the morning of May 12, the crew
of a Soviet anti-tank cannon or a tank destroyed a German
Sd Kfz 251 vehicle belonging to a unit struggling to fight
their way towards the American lines. Dispersed German
soldiers, hiding in the nearby forests at daytime and marching
west during the night, were being captured up to the middle
of the summer of 1945.

The retreat and surrender
of Heeresgruppe Ostmark

In the evening of May 7th, the commander of the German
8th Army received an order to retreat. By nightfall, its divi-
sions had to leave the Eastern Front and head west. Most of
the units achieved the goal without too much trouble; howev-
er, some units of the Felderrenhalle Panzer Corps were drawn
into the fighting on Czechoslovak territory. During the night
from 9th to 10th of May 1945, engagements occurred with
the Soviets, near the village of Majdalena and near T¥eboii.
Close to Linz, the 6th SS Panzer Army and the 43rd Corps of
the 8th Army surrendered to the Americans, who later handed
them over to the Soviets.

The Surrender
of the Heeresgruppe Mitte

On May 8th, further fighting in Prague became point-
less. The Germans did not achieve the re-establishment of
a passage through Prague, thus the front units bypassed the
city. The retreating convoys positioned closest to the city
have been documented: in the north, the 208th and the 72nd
Infantry Divisions in the town of Brandys nad Labem, the 10.

8. kvétna kdpilul()vdla do rukou p a, slozila
zbrané a z Casti pod povstaleckou eskortou odj ala
k Ameri¢anim. Boj kupina pluku SS Der Fiihrer odela
také, zbrané sloZila aZ pred demarkaéni ¢arou v Rokycanech.
S ni odejel K. H. Frank, ktery byl po rozsihlé pétraci akci
Ceskych Cetnikii poznin a zajat v Rokycanech. Po kritkém
pobytu v americkém zajeti byl vydan, jako byvaly Ceskoslo-
vensky obcan a poslanec &s. predvéle¢ného parlamentu, Ges-
koslovenské justici. Bojovy svazek SS Wallenstein odesel ze
svych postaveni na jiznim okraji Prahy aZ 9. kvétna, po inter-
venci francouzskych zpravodajskych distojnikii z Pattonovy
3. armddy. Posledni némecka kolona, sloZend z vét§i Casti
z vozidel bojovych skupin Milovice a generila Reimanna
opoustéla Prahu také 9. kvétna, u za prestielek s prichazeji-
cimi sovéty.
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Panz dier-Division in the south, and the 6th and the
8th Panzer-Divisions positioned in the town of Hradistko pod
Mednikem and in the area of the foothills of the Brdy Range.
Therefore, the German units in Prague capitulated on May
8th 1945 to the Czechoslovak Army, they were disarmed and,
accompanied part of the way by an escort from the militia,
the unit marched towards the Americans. The combat group
of the SS Regiment Der Fiihrer left the city as well, however,
they were disarmed upon reaching the demarcation line near
the town of Rokycany. The Reichsprotektor K. H. Frank
joined this regiment, however, after an extensive search by
the Czech police forces, he was recognised and captured in
the town of Rokycany. After a short time spent in American
captivity, he was handed over to the (IELh(MI(WJk\ As
aformer citizen of Czechoslovakia and a of
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Mista kapitulace némeckych frontovych jednotek na
naSem tzemi jsou kvili chaosu, jaky zde nastal, velmi nejistd.

the Czechoslovak pre-war purliur;lenl. he was handed over to
the Czechoslovak judiciary. The SS combat unit Wallenstein

V zahrani¢nich publikacich je nékdy jako misto
pred sovétskou armddou uvidéno posledni sidlo velitelsvi,
jindy je misto kapitulace velitelstvi armidy povaZovdno
za misto kapitulace viech ji podfizenych divizi a podobng.
Stejné jako se uZ patrné nepodafi rekonstruovat presny pri-
béh dstupu, také mista kapitulace mnohych divizi a pluki
ziistanou uZ asi navZdy zahaleny tajemstvim.

Stab skupiny armad Mitte padl 8. kvétna u Zatce do sové
ského zajeti. Polnimu mar$ilu Schornerovi se podafilo ulét-
nout do Némecka, ale pozdgji byl vydén sovétim. 7. armada
kapitulovala mezi 5. a 7. kvétnem do rukou 3. americké arma-
dy. 4. tankovd armdda byla do 8. kvétna rozpréSena v krusno-
horskych prismycich. Misto Kapitulace jejtho velitelstvi neni

znédmo. Velitelstvi 17. armady kapitulovalo 12. kvétna v Ci-
melicich na Pisecku, velitelstvi 1. tankové armady po 9. kvét-
nu na Havli¢kobrodsku, jeji velitel byl ale zajat Americany
u Pisku.

U 24. sboru se uvadi jako misto kapitulace Ceské
Budgjovice. Zmin&na 100. mysliveckd, 208. a 359. pé&si
divize kapitulovaly do rukou povstalci v Podkrkonosi. U 10.
divize SS se jako misto kapitulace udavaji Teplice, u 715.
pési divize Tabor, u 10. vysadkové divize Jihlava a u divize
Feldherrenhalle-2 Ceské Budgjovice. 12. sbor kapituloval
u Horniho Slavkova.

V Cimelicich, o piilnoci na 12. kvétna, pfed sovétskym
generdlem Serjoginem a americkym plukovnikem Allisonem,
po jednanich ktera tlumogil Cech hrab&é Norbert Kinsky,
podepsal Kapitulaci velitel Waffen SS v Cechéch a na Moravé
Carl von Piickler-Burghaus. Kritce na to se zde zastfelil.

Své zajaté Némce piedali Rudé armadé krom& Ameri¢ani
i Cedti povstalci. Obvykle se udavd, Ze do sovétského zajeti
padlo cca 800.000 vojiki skupiny armad Stred.

d their p south of Prague as late as May 9th,
following the intervention of French intelligence officers
attached to Gen. Patton’s 3rd Army. The last German convoy,
consisting mostly of vehicles belonging to the Milowitz com-
bat group and of the vehicles of Gen. Reimann, left Prague on
May 9th as well, however, they could not avoid clashing with
the advancing Soviet forces.

Due to the great chaos reigning at the time, the exact loca-
tions in which the German frontline units capitulated upon
Czech territory remains unclear. In non-Czech published
sources, when surrendering to the Soviet Army the last
known headquarters of the German Army unit is given as the
point of capitulation. Elsewhere, the place of capitulation of
the Army is considered as the place, where all its subordinate
divisions sur d a reliable i
of the entire German retreat remains virtually i
Therefore, the places of capitulation of many divi
regiments remain veiled forever in darkness.

The staff of the Army Group Mitte fell into Soviet captiv-
ity on May 8th, near the town of Zatec. Generalfeldmarschall
Schorner managed to fly away to Germany, however, he was
later handed over to the Soviets. Between May Sth and May
7th, the German 7th Army surrendered to the American 3rd
Army. Until May 8th, the 4th Panzer Army was dispersed in
the passes of the Kruiné hory Range; the location of its capit-
ulation remains unknown. On May 12th, the command of the
German 17th Army capitulated in the town of Cilmelice near
Pisek. After May 9th, the command of the 1st Panzer Army
capitulated near the town of Havli¢kiv Brod, however, its
commander was captured by the Americans in Pisek.

The town of Ceské Budgjovice is often mentioned as the
place of capitulation of the 24th Corps. The 100th Jaiger,
the 208th and the 359th Infantry Divisions capitulated at
the foothills of the Giant Mountains, to the Czech militia.
The town of Teplice is considered the point of surrender of
the 10th Division of the Waffen-SS, the town of Tibor as the
location for the capitulation of the 715th Infantry Division.
The paratroopers of the 10th Fallschirmjiger Division gave
up at Jihlava and the Felderrenhalle-2 at the town of Ceské
Budgjovice (Budweis). The 12th Corps capitulated at the
town of Horni Slavkov.

In Cimelice, during the night to May 12th, after nego-
tiations interpreted by the Czech count Norbert Kinsky,
the Waffen-SS commander of Bohemia and Moravia signed
the documents of surrender in front of the Soviet General
Serjogin and the American Colonel Allison. The Waffen-SS
commander shot himself shortly after.

As well as to the Americans, the Czech militia handed over
the captured Germans to the Red Army. Usually, it is estimat-
ed that around 800,000 soldiers of the Army Group Mitte fell
into Soviet captivity.
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PraZska operace Rudé armady
The Prague Operation of the Red Army

Po netispéchu s obkli¢enim 1. tankové armady u Olomou-
ce na konci dubna se sovétskému vrchnimu veleni naskytl na
poitku kvétna 1945 lakavéjsi cil: vstficnym tderem 1. ukra-
jinského frontu od Berlina a 2. ukrajinského frontu od Brna
obklicit celou skupinu arméad Stfed.

V prazské operaci se mély rychlé skupiny 1. ukrajinského
frontu po titoku 7. kvétna od MiSn& (Meifsen) a 2. ukrajinské-
ho frontu po titoku 8. kvétna od Brna setkat okolo 12. kvétna
v prostoru Prahy, obsadit zapadni bfeh Vltavy a Labe a obkli-
Cit tak vétSnu sil némecké skupiny armad Mitte. Hlavni sily
frontli pak mély vyuZit pfedpokladaného chaosu, ktery mél
vypuknout po proniknuti rychlych skupin do némeckého tylu,
a zasadit skupiné armad Mitte ranu z milosti. Ukon&eni ope-
race bylo planovéno okolo 20. kvétna 1945.

Po vypuknuti Ceského povstani viak zaaly némecké jed-
notky ustupovat k americkym li . Sovétské veleni tedy
urychlilo operaci o jeden den a rychlé skupiny frontd, namis-
to priniku do prolomené fronty, ke kterému byly ureny,
zataly prondsledovat ustupujiciho nepfitele. 7. kvétna pronikl
1. ukrajinsky front na levém bfehu Labe do hloubky 60 kilo-
metrl a déle postupoval ve sméru Praha. Sporadick stfetnuti
méla bud charakter srazek mezi pfednimi a zadnimi voji
(zpotitku u viech frontl, pozdéji pfedeviim u 4. ukrajinské-
ho frontu), nebo ni¢eni némeckych kolon, které takika kolmo
pretinaly smér sovétského postupu (u rychlych skupin 1. a 2.

Following the unsuccessful attempt to besiege the 1st
Panzer Army near Olomouc at the end of April, the Soviet
high command was attracted by another goal in the first days
of May: to besiege the entire Army Group Mitte by a pincer
attack of the 1st Ukrainian Front from Berlin and the 2nd
Ukrainian Front from the city of Brno.

Following their attack of May 7 from the town of Meifien,
the fast groups of the Ist Ukrainian Front had to join up
(around May 12th, in the area of Prague) with the units of the
2nd Ukrainian Front, who in turn launched their attack from
Brno on May 8th. Their goal was to occupy the west banks
of the rivers Vltava and Elbe, thus encircling the majority of
the forces of Army Group Mitte. It was intended that the main
body of the two Fronts would take advantage of the anticipat-
ed chaos in the German rear areas, following the initial pen-
etration by the fast groups of the Soviet forces. Then, Army
Group Mitte would be finished. The operation was planned to
be over by May 20th 1945.

However, after the outbreak of the Czech Uprising, the
German units started to advance towards the American lines.
So, the Soviet command decided to expedite the operation
by one day. Instead of penetrating the broken frontlines as
planned, the Fronts’ fast units started to chase the retreating
enemy. By May 7th, the 1st Ukrainian Front reached a depth
of 60km on the left banks of the river Elbe, while its advance

ého frontu po p i do deského vni ).

. The sporadic skirmishes that occurred were repre-
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Zirfty sovétskych tanki byly v této operaci minimélni.
Zatim jsou znamy &ty stroje prokazatelng zniené v bojich.
Tt T-34/85 zapdlilo samohybné délo némeckého zadniho
voje 9. kvétna u méstského hibitova v Jihlavé. Pravdépodobné
kvilli tomuto incidentu postupoval 5. gardovy tankovy sbor
6. gardové tankové armédy z Jihlavy dale na sever, do pasma
4. ukrajinského frontu. TéhoZ dne v Praze na Klarové zniCi-
ly Hetzery ze zadniho voje posledni némecké kolony, kterd
opoustéla stied mésta, jeden tank T-34/85 ze 63. gardové

PREDCHOZI STRANA

1945 na Kldrové. Budova
v pozadi s poskozenym
rohem dnes jiZ neexistuje.
(VHA)

PREVIOUS PAGE TOP:
T-34-85 of the 10 Tank
Corps of the 4 Guards
Tank Army destroyed in

a clash with Hetzers of the
German rearguard in
Kldrov, Prague, morning,
9 May. The battle-scarred
building in the background
does not exist today.

Detailni zdbér zdsahu
Gonéarenkova tanku.
Projekil zasdhl bok véze
po kterém sklouzl,
explodoval na domé

v pozadi a zabil velitele,
vysunutého z poklopu.
(via M. Kopecky)

sented mostly by clashes between the advance guard of the
Red Army and the rearguards of the withdrawing Germans
(on all Fronts to begin with, but later on, predominantly the
4th Ukrainian Front), or by the destruction of the German
convoys, which crossed the direction of the Soviet advance
at right angles (to the spearheads of the fast groups of the Ist
and 2nd Ukrainian Fronts, after the Fronts reached into the
Czech interior).

In the course of this operation, Soviet tank losses were

Tov: Lt. Goncharenko’s
tank, detail view.

The projectile hit the tur-
ret's side, exploded on the
house behind the tank and
killed tank commander in
his hatch.

Jeden ze tFi T-34/85
znicenych samohybnym
délem némeckého zadniho
voje u hibitova v Jihlavé,
9. kvétna 1945.

(VHA)

One of three T-34/85
tanks destroyed by a tank
destroyer of

the German rearguard
near the cemetery

in Jihlava, 9 May 1945.
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Jagdpanzer 38 Hetzer zniceny v potyéce se sovétskymi tanky
9. kvétna rdno v Praze na Kldrové, na rohu ulice U Zelezné
ldvky. (Sbirka MB)

Jagdpanzer 38 Hetzer destroyed in action with Soviet tanks on
the corner of U Zelezné Lavky Street in Kldrov, Prague.

minimal; to this date only four machines have been posi-
tively documented as having been destroyed in combat.
On May 9th, in Jihlava, near to the town’s cemetery,
three T-34/85s were set on fire by a tank destroyer of the
German rearguards. Presumably, due to this incident, the
Sth Guards Tank Corps of the 6th Guards Tank Army
advanced further north, into the area of the 4th Ukrainian
Front. In Prague’s Quarter of Klirov, Hetzers from the
rearguard of the last German convoy, leaving the city
centre, destroyed one T-34/85 belonging to the 63rd Tank
Brigade of the 10th Guards Tank Corps of the 4th Guards
Tank Army.

On May 9th, fast groups of all three Red Army Fronts
reached Prague having passed through the convoys of the
retreating Germans. However, many of the German front-
line troops had passed around Prague before this day. So,
especially east of Prague, a great number of German units
managed to retreat in a southwest direction, towards the
American demarcation line. The Soviet forces reached the
demarcation line on May 12, along its entire length, within
Czech territory. From May 9th, the Americans closed the
line to the German soldiers who were trying to cross over
and surrender to the western Allies; later, even those pris-

T-34/85 ze 3. gardové tankové armddy v ulici V HoleSovickdch v Praze-Libni, 9. kvétna 1945. (MDH) * T-34/85 of the 3rd Guards Tank

Army in V HoleSovickdch Street in Prague’s Libeii Quarter, 9 May 1945.
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T-34/85 ze 61. GTB 10. GTS,
stroje v Belinské operaci, zde tvoFeny pruhem bilé litky.

4. GTA v Praze-HoleSovicich, dopoledne 9. kvétna 1945. Za pozornost stoji bily pruh kolem véZe, oznaéujici
Za tankem stoji samohybné délo SU-100. (CTK)

Kolona , Kati*, sovétskych raketometii BM-13, na podvozku ndkladnich automobili Studebaker US-6, vitand PraZany na Viclavském
namésti. (VHA) » A column of BM-13 “Katyusha” rock hers mounted on US-6 chassis hailed by Czechs, Wenceslas
Square, Prague.
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Tanky T-34/85 z 5. gardového tankového sboru 6. gardové tankové

s s fore Ma anded over
armddy v Praze na ZiZkové, odpoledne 9. kvétna 1945. (MDH) oners, who had surrendered before May 9th were handed over

to the Soviets, providing they had retreated from the Eastern
T-34-85 tanks of the 5th Guards Tank Corps of the 6th Guards ~ Front. The Czech prisoners of the Czech militia were handed
Tank Army in Prague’s Zizkov Quarter, afternoon, 9 May. over to the Soviets as well, so the Prague Operation was fin-
ished with nearly two thirds of Army Group Mitte’s soldiers
having surrendered.

OPPOSITE PAGE, Top: T-34-85 tank of 61. GTB 10. GTC, 4. GTA in Prague’s HoleSovice Quarter, morning, 9 May 1945. Note the white
stripe around the turret - a recognition mark used during the Berlin Operation — made of cloth. A self-propelled gun, SU-100, is in the
background.

tankové brigady 10. gardového tankového sboru 4. gardové
tankové armédy.

9. kvétna dosdhly skrze ustupujici kolony Némcii rychlé
skupiny viech tfi fronti Prahy. Némecka frontova vojska ale
u? pred timto datem Prahu obc 2 a zejména vychodng od
Prahy se znaénému mnoZstvi némeckych jednotek podafilo
ustoupit na jihozdpad, k americké demarkatni &fe. Do 12.
kvétna doséhli demarka¢ni &ary se spojenci po celé délce
jejiho pribéhu na nasem mi i sovéti. Ameri¢ané tuto linii
od 9. kvétna pro némecké vojaky uzavieli a pozdéji vydavali
sovétiim i pred 9. kvétnem zajaté
které ustoupily z vychodni fronty. Své zaJalce predali Rudé
armadé i &edti povstalci, a tak nakonec skoncila praZska ope-
race zajetim takika dvou tfetin vojaki skupiny armad Mitte.

Jeep z velitelstvi 10. gardové mechanizované brigddy 5. gardového
mechanizovaného sboru 4. gardové tankové armddy 1. ukrajinské-
ho frontu na Staroméstském namésti v Praze, 9. kvétna 1945.

(F. Illek via T. Jakl)

A Jeep of the headquarters of the 10th Guards Mechanised
Brigade of the Sth Guards Mechanised Corps of the 4th Guards
Tank Army on the Old Town Square in Prague, 9 May 1945.
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T-34/85 pravdépodobné z 31. tankového sboru 4. ukrajin-
ského frontu v Praze na Balabence vecer 9. kvétna 1945.
(MDH)

Kolona hlavnich sil Rudé armddy projéédi méstem Louny
9. kvétna 1945. (Muzeum Louny)

A column of the main forces of the Red Army passing
through Louny, 9 May 1945.

DoLE: Doprava hlavnich sil némecké i Rudé armddy na
vichodni fronté ve velké mife i v roce 1945 zdvisela na
koiiském potahu. (MDH)

>
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Dalst ,,Bliicher v Praze.
Tentokrdt Sd Kfz 234/4
Jjako koFist sovétskych vojd-
ki, (CTK)

Another “Bliicher”
in Prague. On this
occasion a Sd Kfz 234/4,
as war-booty for

the Soviet soldiers.

OPPOSITE PAGE, TOP:
T-34-85 probably from the
31st Tank Corps of the
4th Ukrainian Front in
Balabenka, Prague, night
of 9 May 1945.

Sovétiti vojdci na ukofis-
téném polopdsovém trans-
portéru sWS pii pFijezdu
do Novych Bendtek, 10.
kvétna 1945.

(VHA)

Ri RIGHT:

Soviet soldiers on

a captured sWS half-track
arriving at Nové Bendtky,
10 May 1945.

OPPOSITE PAGE BOTTOM:
Horse-drawn vehicles
provided the transportation
backbone for the main
forces of both the German
and Red Armies on

the Eastern Front,

even in 1945.

85




b

Czech inhabitants of Hradec

Tézky tank IS-2 vitany obyvateli Hradce Krdlové 10. kvétna 1945. (CTK) * Soviet heavy tank IS-2 hailed by the
Krdlové, 10 May 1945.

Sovéititi vojdci odpocivajici kolem polni kuchyné tazené Studebakerem 6. (AHMP) * Soviet soldiers resting around a field kitchen towed

by a Studebaker U!
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Prvni setkdni ich jednotek ich
Spojencii v Ceskosloven:ku vojdci americké X Ppéi divize
s vojiky sové ¢ho sboru v

10. kvétna 1945. (Muzeum Rokycany)

The first meeting between the ground forces of the Eastern and
Western Allies on Czech soil occurred in Rokycany, 10 May 1945,
when soldiers from the US 2nd Infantry Division met Soviet
soldiers from the 5th Guards Tank Corps.

DoLE: Setkdni americkych vojdkii ze 4. obrnéné divize

a sovétskych vojdkii jednoho z mechanizovanych sborii 6. GTA

v Mirovicich 11. kvétna 1945. Sovétsti vojdci prijeli na obrnéném
automobilu americké vyroby White Scout Car M3AL.

(Muzeum Pisek)

M: A meeting of GIs of the 4th Armored Division with
Soviet soldiers of one of the mechanised corps of the 6th Guards
Tank Army in Mirovice, 11 May 1945. The Soviet soldiers are
using an American built - Lend-Lease - White Scout Car M3AL.
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Posledni tankové vitézstvi

The last tank victory

Nejdramati¢t€ji se uddlosti vyhrotily v prostoru zhruba
ohrani¢eném mésty Pfibram, Strakonice a Pisek. Ceské
povst zde zaalo propukat odpoledne 4. kvétna (Novy
Knin, Zéhofi u Pisku) a dopoledne 5. kvétna (Blatn4, Bfeznice,
Milin, Mirovice, Pfibram). Ob&ané odstraiiovali némecké
ndpisy a vyvéSovali Eeskoslovenské vlajky, mistni a okresni
revolu¢ni ndrodni vybory prebiraly od okupatnich organi
vefejnou sprévu, vojensky odboj ustavoval mistni a okresni
vojenska velitelstvi, mobilizoval povstalce, sestavoval bojové
jednotky (v tomto prostoru obvykle nazyvané Nerodni strdz)
a odzbrojoval mistni némecké posddky. Po voldni prazské-
ho rozhlasu o pomoc 5. kvétna ve 12:33 také zde propuklo
povstani prakticky ve viech zbyvajicich obcich.

V Piibrami se do povstani zapojil také sovétsky paravysa-
dek 4. ukrajinského frontu, pod velenim kapitna J. A. Ole-
sinského. Deviti¢lenny vysadek pfistal pobliz Nového Knina
2. dubna 1945 a po navazéni kontaktdi s mistnim odbojem
sestavil partyzénsky oddil ,,Smrt fasismu“. V Pisku se na
stranu povstdni pfipojila mistni posadka 5. praporu protekto-
ratniho Vlddniho vojska. S Vladnim vojskem jako zarodkem
obnovené Zeskoslovenské armédy pogital vojensky odboj uz
od biezna 1939. I po odsunu vétSiny pfisluiniki Vladniho
vojska do Italie v roce l‘)44 byly domau posadky tajné posi-
lovany, napfiklad ych zpét
do It Vladni vojaci v Pisku pud velenim poruuka péchoty
J. Néjka postavili rotu o tiech Getach a sile 62 muza

Amg 4. obrnéna divize, postupujici od S!rakonic,
osvobodila 6. kvétna Pisek, a o den pozdgji také Blatnou
a Lndfe. Prostor Lnafe - Nepomuk osvobodila 8. kvétna
americkd 90. p&i divize. Na linii Pisek, Blatnd, Lnafe, kudy
probihala demarkaéni linie, dohodnuté se sovéty, Ameri¢ané
dalsi postup zastavili. Severné od demarka&ni linie pronikaly
pouze americké hlidky. TentyZ den odeslali povstalci napi-
klad z Bfeznice a Mirovic nikladni automobily s potravinami
a dobrovolniky na pomoc Praze.

Devitého kvétna se do tohoto prostoru zacaly pies Vitavu
valit ustupi kolony némecké frontové armady. Tyto jed-
notky narazily na 1. divizi ruské osvobozenecké armady,
ustupujici k americkym postavenim od Prahy pfes Pfibram.
Po poledni doslo k bojim mezi Némci a Vlasovci v Piibrami,
odpoledne v Tochovicich a v noci z 9. na 10. kvétna v Bfeznici
a Bélcicich. Na obou strandch, a také mezi eskymi civilisty,
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In the area bordered by the towns of Piibram, Strakonice
and Pisek, the events of early May 1945 proved to be quite
dramatic. The Czech Uprising began here in the afternoon
of May 4th (Novy Knin, Zéhofi u Pisku), and on the morn-
ing of May 5th (Blatna, Bfeznice, Mllin, Mirovice, Piibram).
The local citizens removed the German banners and signs
and displayed Czechoslovak flags. The local and regional
Revolutionary Committees took over the administration from
the occupation bodies, the military resistance movement
established the local and regional military commands, mobi-
lised the militia and assembled the local combat units (named
The National Guard - Ndrodni strdZ, orig. in thi a), and
disarmed the local German units. On May Sth, at 12:33pm,
following the “call for help” broadcast by the Prague radio
station the Uprising emerged in all the remaining towns and
villages.

In Pfibram, Soviet paratroopers of the 4th Ukrainian Front,
commanded by their commanding officer Captain J. A. Ole-
tsinsky, joined the Uprising. On April 2nd 1945, an air
dropped unit consisting of seven men landed near the village
of Novy Knin. After the unit contacted the local resistance
movement, a partisan group called “Smrt faSismu” (“The
death of fascism”) was established. In the town of Pisek,
the local garrison of the 5th battalion of the Protectorate’s
Government forces joined the side of the militia. Since 1939
the Government forces had been considered as a basis for
the resurrected Czechoslovak Army by the military resist-
ance movement. Even after the majority of the Government
forces had been relocated to Italy in 1944, the home units
were secretly reinforced, for example, by not returning indi-
viduals who had been convalescing at home, to their units in
Italy, once they were recovered to full health. In Pisek, the
Government soldiers lead by Lieutenant J. Néjek established
a section of three squads, with an overall strength of 62 men.

On May 6th, the American 4th Armored Division, advanc-
ing from the town of Strakonice, liberated the town of Pisek.
One day later the towns of Blatna and Lnafe were liberated as
well. The American 90th Infantry Division liberated the area
around the towns of Lnife and Nepomuk on May 8th. Upon
the line between Pisek, Blatnd and Lnafe, where the demar-
cation dividing line (agreed with the Soviets) passed, the
Americans refrained from any further advance. North of the




Ameriéti vojdci a &esti povstalci odzbroj

iednu z némeckych kolon na ndmésti v Mirovicich. NAHORE: Vievo stoji M 8 Greyhound ze
4. obrnéné divize, vpravo - v &ele némecké kolony - obrnény transportér Sd K

11/1. (Muzeum Pisek) * American soldiers and Czech militia

are disarming one of the retreating German columns at the town square in Mirovice Top: M 8 Greyhound of the 4th Armored Division

faces an Sd Kfz 11/1, at right.

Americké hlid|

obyvatelstva. Ameri¢ané také zfidili pfedsunutd stanovisté

demarcation line, only American patrols ventured. On the same
day, the militias from, for example, Bfeznice and Mirovice,
sent trucks loaded with food and volunteers to help Prague.

On May 9th, this area was flooded with the convoy:
of Germans retreating across the river Vltava. These unit:
encountered the 1st Division of the Russian Liberation
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v Bieznici, Mirovicich a Cimelicich, kde odzbrojovali némec-
ké vojaky. Za demarkalni &iru uZ ale Ameri¢ané nikoho
nepoustéli, s ohledem na konec vilky a na zn&ni némecké
kapitulatni listiny. Na stétni silnici mezi Cimelicemi a Mili-
nem se nahromadilo n&kolik stovek tisic némeckych vojaki
a civilnich uprchlikii. Némecky zadni voj, vyzbrojeny tanky,
se zakopal u Milina na ¢ife Konétopy - Buk - Radé&tice. Mezi
némeckymi jednotkami v tomto prostoru byly doposud iden-
tifikovany &asti armadni 6. tankové divize, bojové skupiny
Milovice, bojového svazku SS , Wallenstein“, 2. granétnic-
kého pluku SS ,,Schlamelcher*, posadky cviti§té Waffen-SS
»Bohmen ““. Nepochybné se zde nachazely &4sti mnoha dalsich
jednotek.

10. kvétna prekrotili sovétti vojéci 2. ukrajinského frontu
Vltavu, a také v Bfeznici vystfidala posddku americkou posad-
ka sovétska, se Etyfmi tanky z 25. tankového sboru 1. ukrajin-
ského frontu, pronasledujiciho Vlasovce. (Sbor také 1. divizi
ROA dostihl u Lnéaf, kde divize bezisp&$né vyjednavala
o piehodu do amerického zajeti.) Pfibramsti partyzani a po-
vstalci na némecké postaveni u Milina 11. kvétna odpoledne
zaitoCili, byli vSak rozpraSeni. Ve&er zatalo némecké posta-
veni ostfelovat sovétské délostielectvo a katuSe z Pfibrami
a od Radétic. V noci zatali némecti vojéci prchat na jih. Milin
obsadila sovétska péchota 12. kvétna okolo tfeti hodiny ranni.
Némci, ustupujici pfes Bfeznici narazili ve mésté na sovétskou
posddku. Po nepfehlednych bojich zbylo ve mé&st& mnoho mrt-
vych némeckych vojaki a zni€enych vozidel. Pravdépodobné
posledni rany vypilil brzy réno sovétsky tank (podle jiného
zdroje protitankové d&lo) na Kozim placku v Bfeznici, ktery
znicil némecky obrnény transportér. Némecké kolony, ustupu-
jici pfes Mirovice, odzbrojovali Ameri¢ané v Blatné, odkud je
odvéadéli do Pisku a pfedavali sovétské armadg.

S trochou nadsazky tak lze Fici, Ze boje druhé sv&tové valky
ve stfedni Evrop& skon€ily rano 12. kvétna 1945 v Blatné.

Army, which retreated towards the American positions from
Prague, through Piibram. In the afternoon, clashes between
the Germans and “Vlasov’s Army” occurred in Pfibram, in
Tochovice, and in Bfeznice and Bé&Cice (during the night to
May 10th). Throughout the fighting, machine guns and mor-
tars were used; casualties were recorded on both sides, and
amongst the Czech civilians as well.

The American patrols operating behind the demarcation
line directed the German convoys, tried to separate the Vlasov
soldiers and the Germans and also prevent the local Czech
citizens from being molested by the German soldiers. The
Americans also established observation posts in Bfeznice,
Morvice and Cimelice, where the German soldiers were
being disarmed. However, considering the capitulation and
the wording of the German surrender document, none of the
retreating soldiers were allowed past the demarcation dividing
line. As many as two-hundred thousand German soldiers were
gathered upon the state road between Cimelice and Milin, the
German rearguard, equipped with tanks, was entrenched near
Milin, upon the line Konétopy — Buk — Radgtice. Amongst
the German units located in this area were parts of the Army’s
6th Panzer-Division, the combat group Milowitz, lhe SS
combat group Wall in, the 2nd SS Gi dier-R
“Schlamelcher” and personnel from the training area of the
Waffen-SS Bohmen were identified. Without doubt, elements
from many other units could also found here.

On May 10th, the Soviet soldiers of the 2nd Ukrainian
Front crossed the river Vltava. In Bifeznice, the American
guard patrol was replaced by a Soviet one, equipped with four
tanks of the 25th Tank Corps of the 1st Ukrainian Front, who
were chasing the Vlasov soldiers. (The Corps overtook the 1st
Division of the RLA, The Russian Liberation Army, near the
town of Lnafe, where the RLA had tried unsuccessfully to
negotiate their surrender to the Americans.) After the Pfibram
partisans and the militias attack on the German positions
near Milin, which took place in the afternoon of May 11th,

Vojdci 1. divize Ruské
osvobozenecké armddy na
Bergepanzeru Hetzer pFi
priiezdu Beznici

10. kvétna 1945.
(Muzeum BFeznice)

Soldiers of the Ist Division
of the Russian Liberation
Army passing through
Bfeznice, seen onboard

a Bergepanzer Hetzer,

10 May 1945.




Jako predvoj sovétské posddky dorazil do Bfeznice 11. kvétna 1945 obrnény automobil BA-64. Na snimku je zachycena jeho osddka pi
setkdni s americkou hlidkou. (Muzeum BFeznice)

A reconnaissance unit using the BA-64 armoured car provide the vanguard of the Soviet troops arriving at BFeznice. This picture shows
their meeting with an American patrol, 11 May 1945.

Americkou posddku
v BFeznici vystidala
11. kvétna sovétskd posdd-
ka se &tymi tanky T-34/85
225. tankového sboru.
Oznaéeni na vé%i, dvakrdt
podtriené bilé srdce,
je jasné patrné.

Muzeum Bfeznice)

The American garrison
in Bfeznice was relieved
by the Soviets, four tanks
from the 25th Tank Corps,
11 May 1945.

The turret marking of

a twice-underlined white
heart is clearly visible.




the German artillery from Milin shoot them up. The Soviet
artillery and “Katyusha” rocket launchers from Pfibram and
from Radétice came by way of response. With nightfall,
the German soldiers started to rapidly desert their positions
in a southerly direction. On May 12th, around 3:00am, the
Soviet infantry occupied the town of Milin. The Germans
retreating through the town of Bfeznice encountered a Soviet
unit. Following the chaotic fighting that occurred, a number
of dead German soldiers and destroyed vehicles were left in
the town. The very last shot is thought, to have been fired in

the early morning, by a Soviet tank (under other source an
AT-gun), destroying a German armoured carrier, at a location
place) in Bfeznice. The
Americans in Blatn disarmed the German convoys, retreat-
ing through the town of Mirovice. From here, the units were
escorted to Pisek, where they were handed over to the Soviet
Army.
With only a little exaggeration, it can be stated, that the
fighting of World War II in Central Europe finally came to an
end in the morning of May 12th, in the town of Blatna.

Patrné vibec posledni
obrnéné vozidlo, znicené
2a druhé svétové vilky
v Evropé. Obrnény
transportér Sd Kfz 250/1
Ausf. D zasazeny
sovétskym tankem brzy
rdno 12. kvétna 1945
v BFeznici.

(Muzeum B

Probably the last vehicle
ever destroyed in
Curopean Theatre

of Operations during the
Second World War.

An armoured personal
carrier, Sd Kfz 250/1 Ausf.
D, of an unknown
Waffen: unit, destroyed
by soviet soldiers in the
early morning at Bfeznice,
12 May 1945.
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Narodni armady v ¢eském tazeni
National armies in Czech campaign

Pro komplikovanost pritbéhu konce IL. svétové vdlky na naSem tizemi povaZuji za vhodné zaradit samostainé popis operact jednotlivych

ndrodnich pravidelnych armdd s vyjimkou Ceskoslovenské domdci, americké, némecké a sovétské, kterym byla vénovdna pozornost d¥ive.

As the end of WW I on Czechoslovak soil was a rather turbulent and complicated affair, it is necessary to introduce here a separate

description of the operations of the individual regular national armies, with the exceptions of the Czechoslovak Home (Resistance) Army, the

US Army, the German Wehrmacht and the Soviet Red Army, that have been attended to earlier:

Ceskoslovenka zahrani¢ni armada

Prvni pfisludnici Ceskoslovenské zahrani¢ni armady pfi-
8li na Ceské tizemi ve zpravodajskych vysadcich, které od

The Czechoslovak Army in Exile

The first members of the Czechoslovak “Foreign” Army
arrived on Czechoslovak soil in the form of intelligence

pocitku vilky vysilal zpr: y odbor &esk ¢
exilového ministerstva narodni obrany z Londyna. Jejich
Clenové méli za kol podavat informace, pomoci radiostanic
udrZovat spojeni doméciho odboje se zahrani¢nim a pfijimat
letecké zésilky zbrani. Celkem bylo v tylu nepfitele vysazeno
88 parautistd v 31 skupindch. Jako prvni byl 16. dubna 1941
proveden vysadek BENJAMIN. Nejvétsiho dspéchu dosahl
vysadek ANTHROPOID, jehoz &lenové, spolu s parasutisty
z dalSich skupin, uskute¢nili 27. kvétna 1942 Gsp&iny aten-
tat na nejvyssiho predstavitele naclsucke okupalni spravy
v Cechich a na Moravé, fisského

teams into the country. Such operations, com-
mencing at the beginning of the war, were organised by the
intelligence department of the Czechoslovak Government in
Exile, from its Ministerstvo ndrodni obrany-MNO (Ministry
of National Defence) in London. The task of the intelligence
teams was to provide information, keep the home resistance
movement in contact with the overseas leadership, via radio,
and to receive air dropped supplies of weapons. Altogether
88 parachutists were dropped in 31 teams. The first drop,
code-named BENJAMIN, landed on April 16th, 1941. The
most drop was ANTHROPOID, whose members,

SS-Obergruppenfiihrera Reinharda Heydricha.

Ryze bojové a sabotaZni tkoly mél paravysadek
WOLFRAM, operujici na Moravé, jehoZ &lenové mimo jiné
v poloviné dubna 1945 napadli $tab némecké 8. tankové
div; Clen paravysadku PLATINUM - PEWTER Kapitin
Jaromir Nechansky byl j in domécim odbojem za pred-
sedu vojenské komise Ceské ndrodni rady a tuto funkci za
povstini vykondval.

1. Ceskoslovensky armadni sbor v SSSR o sile pfiblizn&
10.000 muZi a Zen, sloZeny z 1., 3. a 4. p&i brigady, postu-
poval od ledna 1945 v rdmci sovétské 18. arméady severoza-
padnim Slovenskem, na levém kfidle 4. ukrajinského frontu.
(2. brigdda - paradesantni - byla v némeckém zajeti, do kte-
rého upadla po poraZce slovenského ndrodniho povstani na
podzim 1944. Znovu byla zformovéna jako p&i, ale do boji
druhé svétové valky uZ nezasdhla.) Po bojich proti némecké
3 horskc dwm o Llplovsky Svity Mikula$ v tinoru aZ dubnu,

ich Némci zak ¢ 5. dubna

RuZomb a bojich s kou 320. p&si

divizi na Velké a Malé Fatfe, sbor obsadil 30. dubna Zilinu,

ze které Némci predchazejici noc ustoupili. 1. kvétna prekro-

6|Iy brigady sboru rozvodnény Vih a ‘5 kvétna také moravsko

¢ hranice. Po proné i jiciho nepfitele

zakonélly bojovou (‘,mnos! 10. kvétna profesanim lesnich
masivil v prostoru Boskovic - Letovic a Svitavky.

9%

together with parachutists from other teams, carried out on
May 27th, 1942 a successful attempt on lhe life of the highest-
ranking ive of the Nazi admi in the then
"Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia,” the Stellvertretende
Reichsprotektor (Reich’s Acting Head of the Protectorate), SS-
Obergruppenfiihrer Reinhard Heydrich.

The WOLFRAM team, operating in Moravia (also near
Brno), attacked in mid-April 1945 the Headquarters of the
German 8th Panzer Division. A member of the PLATINUM
- PEWTER team, kapitdn Jaromir Nechansky, was named
as the head of the military commission of the Ceskd ndrodni
rada (Czech National Council) by the home resistance and he
served in this position during the anti-Nazi Uprising in May
1945.

The 1. Ceskoslovensky armddni sbor v SSSR (The 1st
Czechoslovak Army Corps in the USSR), having some 10,000
men and women on its strength (which rose up to circa 16,000
till the war’s end), consisted of the 1., 3. and 4. pési brigdda
(Ist, 3rd and 4th Infantry Brigades), advanced from January
1945 as a part of the Soviet 18th Army on the left flank of
the 4th Ukrainian Front through Northwest Slovakia. (The
2. paradesanmi brigdda, the 2nd Brigade of Paratroops, fell
into German captivity after the defeat of the Slovak National
Uprising in October 1944. It was reformed as an infantry unit,
but it did not fight again in WW II). The 1. &. armddni sbor




KVETEN 1945

Tank T-34/85 éislo 603

z 1. &eskoslovenské samo-
statné tankové

brigddy pfi prijezdu pFes
Cerekvici nad Lou¢nou ,
9. kvétna 1945.

(CTK)

T:34/85 No. 603
of the Ist Czechoslovak
Independent Tank
Brigade passing through
Cerekvice nad Louénou,
9 May 1945.

1. &. samostatnd tankovd brigdda v SSSR o sile piibliz-
n& 1500 muZi se 65 tanky byla nasazena od 24. bfezna ve
druhé fizi Ostravské operace, v rémci sovétské 38. armady na
pravém kfidle 4. ukrajinského frontu ve Slezsku. Brigida se
podilela na dobyti Ostravy, do které vstoupila 30. dubna. Po
bojich u Olomouce vyrazilo réno 9. kvétna poslednich 6 boje-
schopnych tankii brigddy ku Praze. Propletly se ustupujicimi
kolonami Némeii a 10. kvétna dorazily posledni tfi pojizdné
stroje (€. 040, 603 a 843) na Prazsky hrad.

Tanky eskoslovenské vychodni tankové brigady nesly bilé
tFimistné taktické Sislo, v nékterych pripadech (&. 603 a 843)
tence Serné lemované.

TentyZ tank na PraZském
hradu, 10. kvétna 1945.
(MDH)

The same tank as above
at Prague Castle,
10 May 1945.

v SSSR was engaged in combat with the German 3rd Mountain
Division, for the Liptovsky Sviity Mikula in February/April
1945 and pursued the retreating Germans until April 5th,
when it took Ruzomberok. The corps was also in combat with
the German 320th Infantry Division in the Velkd and Mald
Fatra Mountains, taking the town of Zilina on April 30th, the
Germans having withdrawn from the town during the night.
On May 1st 1945 the brigades crossed the Véh River, then in
flood, and on May 3rd they also crossed the Slovak-Moravian
border. Once the pursuit of the retreating enemy was over,
the units thoroughly searched the extensively wooded areas
between and around Boskovice, Letovice and Svitdvka.
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Vozidla Kombinovaného oddilu CSSTB po piijezdu na &eskoslovenské tizemi 1. kvétna 1945. (VHA)  Vehicles of the Combined Detach-
ment of the Czechoslovak Independent Armoured Brigade after their arrival on Czechoslovak territory, 1 May 1945.

Ceskoslovenska samostatnd obrnénd brigida ve Velké Bri-
ténii (Czechoslovak Independent Armoured Brigade Group)
osile pfiblizng 6000 muzii se 300 tanky obléhala od zéif{ 1944
do kvétna 1945 treti nejvétsi francouzsky pfistav Dunkerque.
24. dubna 1945 byl z brigidy vy&lenén kombinovany oddil
uréeny k zaglenéni do americké 3. armddy, ktera vstoupila na
Zeské izemi. Oddil se skladal z protiletadlové baterie, vyzbro-
jené Sesti tazenymi protiletadlovymi dély Bofors, motodety

Universal Carrier T248625 Kombi ¢ho oddilu C ¢
samostatné brigddy prijizdi na Chebské namésti 1. kvétna 1945,
(VHA) * A Bren Gun Carrier, T248625 of the Combined Detach-
ment at the town square in Cheb (Eger), 1 May 1945.

9%

The 1. &. tankovd brigdda v SSSR (the 1st Czechoslovak
tank brigade in the USSR), some 1,500 men and 65 tanks
strong, was put into battle from March 24th, in the second
phase of the Ostrava Operation, within the framework of the
Soviet 38th Army, on the right flank of the 4th Ukrainian
Front in Silesia. The brigade took part in the capture of the city
of Ostrava, which it entered on April 30th1945. After fighting
around Olomouc the brigade’s last six combat-worthy tanks
set out on May 9th towards Prague. They threaded their way
through the columns of retreating Germans and on 10th of
May the last three tanks in running order (turret numbers 040,
603 and 843) arrived at Prague Castle.

The tanks of the Czechoslovak tank brigade from the Eastern
Front carried a three-digit tactical number in white, in some
s (e.g. numbers 603 and 843) with a thin black border.

ci

The Czechoslovak Independent Armoured Brigade Group
in Great Britain had some 6,000 men and some 460 AFVs on
strength. From September 1944 until May 1945 it besieged
the third-largest French port of Dunkirk. On April 24th 1945
a Combined Detachment was taken from the brigade, destined
to join the American 3rd Army that was fighting it: way to
e akia. The D i of an anti-aircraft
battery, armed with a half-dozen towed Bofors AA cannon,
a motorised infantry platoon with three half-tracks and a mor-
tar platoon with three Universal Carriers. Originally it was
made subordinate to the US 97th Infantry Division, later on to
the 18th Infantry Regiment of the US 1st Infantry Division.

The C: Combined D crossed their
country’s border on May Ist and on the same day it took on
the civil administration tasks in the liberated town of Cheb.
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se tfemi Half-tracky a minometné Cety na tfech Universal
Carrierech. Podfizen byl zpoCitku americké 97. p&i divizi,
pozd&ji 18. p&imu pluku americké 1. p&i divize.

Oddil piekrocil Eeskoslovenské hranice 1. kvétna a téhoZ
dne se ujal kol civilni spravy v osvobozeném Chebu. Po
vypuknuti povstdni se pfesunul do Plzné. 7. kvétna byl pod-
fizen americké 2. p&i divizi. Dal§imu postupu na pomoc
Praze zabrdnilo americké velitelstvi s ohledem na dohodu se
Sovétskym svazem, podle které nesmély demarkaéni linii pre-
krotit Z4dné bojové jednotky. Oddil nakonec pronikl 10. kvi
na do Prahy. Ministr obrany ¢eskoslovenské vlady, které tentyZ
den piiletéla z Kogic, generdl Ludvik Svoboda, ale oddil vyka-
zal zpét do Rokycan s tim, Ze jeho vojici jako souddst armady
zépadnich spojencii neméli pravo prekrotit demarkani linii.

Vozidla kombinovaného oddilu nesla své piivodni oznaceni
spojeneckou bilou hvézdou. Na levém blatniku (pfi pohledu
z vozidla ve sméru jizdy) nesla znak CSIAB: na modrém,
dvakrit Cervené déleném a polceném §tité Cesky stfibrny
korunovany dvojocasy lev se slovenskym znakem v srde¢nim
Stitku. Polopasy a Brencarriery oddilu pochézely od motori-
zovaného praporu brigddy, nesly proto na pravém blatniku
Cerveny Ctverec s bilym &islem ,,54*. Fordy CMP pochézely
od protiletadlové baterie a nesly ve stejnych mistech Ctverec
v horni poloviné Eerveny a v dolni modry, s bilym &islem
»17%. Vozidla nesla také sva mostni Cisla, Cernd na Zlutém
Na vozidlech oddilu se objevovalo také bilé oznace-
, kreslené evidentn& od ruky na blatnicich, pfipadné
néraznicich. Jeho vyznam je nezndmy.

Once the Uprising broke out, it moved to Plzeii. On May 7th it
was made subordinate to the US 2nd Infantry Division. Further
movement towards Prague was halted on the orders of the US
headquarters, prompted by the agreement between the Soviets
and Americans, stipulating that: any combat units shall not
cross the demarcation line. However, the Detachment entered
Prague on May 10th, only to be ordered back to Rokycany by
the Minister of Defence Gen. Ludvik Svoboda (he had arrived
on the same day with the other members of the Czechoslovak
Government, by plane from the East-Slovakian city of KoSice).
The reason was political - the unit, member of the Western
Allies’ army, was not entitled to cross the demarcation line.

The vehicles of the Combined Detachment carried the
Allied white star marking. On the nearside mudguard they
carried a CSIAB badge: on a blue field, bisected and double
split in red, a silver crowned bi-caudate lion striding, with the
Slovak silver cross on three blue hills carried on a red shield
covering the breast (heart) of the lion.

The half-tracks and Universal Carriers of the Detachment
came from the motorised battalion of the Brigade Group; they
bore therefore ared square with a white numeral 54 on the
offside mudguard. The Ford CMP trucks originally belonged
to the AA battery and thus bore in the same place a square,
the top half of which was red and the bottom half blue, with
a white 77 numeral over both. The vehicles also bore their
bridging numbers, black on a yellow disc. A hand-painted
white “D1” marking appeared on the mudguards or bumpers
of the Detachment’s vehicles, its meaning is not yet known.

Protiletadlové kandny Bofors Kombinovaného oddilu CSSTB v Praze, 11. kvétna 1945. (VHA) * Bofors AA-guns of the Combined Detach-

ment in Prague, 11 May 1945.
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Dne 14. dubna 1945 obsadila 94. jezdecka squadrona ame-
rické 14. obméné divize bavorské mésto CreuBen. V mistni
zbrojovee osvobodila pes pét tisic politickych véziii bayreu-
thské trestnice z celé Evropy, vietng asi 600 Cechil, pfinuce-
nyeh zde montovat nouzové pusky Volkssturmgewehr VG-1.

On April 14th 1945, the 94th Cavalry Squadron of the US
l4th Armored Division took the Bavarian town of Creussen.
In the local arms factory it liberated over 5,000 political pris-
oners, originally kept in the Bayreuth gaol, including about
600 CIEChs forced to assemble the Volkssturmgewehr VG-1,

Némecké jednotky z prostoru  Gr -
podporované 50 tanky, v téZe dobé provedly protidtok s
lem znovudobyt Bayreuth a jesté veder 14. dubna obklicily
CreuBen. Vojensky organizovani &esti obdojéfi postavili z 370
fyzicky nejzdatn&jsich muz ¥ t, které Ameri¢ané zafadili
do kruhové obrany mésta.

Boje trvaly do 19. dubna, kdy americkd 71. p&i divize
ukoncila obkli¢eni CreuBenu titokem od Bayreuthu. Ameri¢ané
zosvobozenych Seskych véziii vytvofili jednotku Czechoslovak
Military Irregular Organisation in Creufien - Bavaria,
které svéili okupadni spravu v okruhu dvacet kilometrii od
mésta. Dvandct Ceskych dobrovolniki v roté ,L* 3. praporu
5. p&siho pluku americké 71. p&si divize a GtyFicet tfi dobro-
volnikii v roté ,,D* 94. jezdecké squadrony 14. obrnéné divize
se poté ucastnilo boji u Norimberku, odkud se do konce
dubna vratili do CreuBenu.

12. kvétna 1945 se eskoslovenska jednotka z CreuBenu
presunula do Chebu a Karlovych Vari, kde se ujala civilni
sprivy.

Ruski osvobozenecka armada

Vojenské sily Komitétu pro osvobozeni ndrodii Ruska se na
jafe 1945 skladaly z jedné vyzbrojené a jedné nevyzbrojené
pESi divize, kozdckého sboru, nasazeného na front& v Jugosld-
vii a z leteckych jednotek.

Na nae tzemi vstoupila vyzbrojend a oproti némeckym
tabulkdm &tyfplukovi 1. divize Ruské osvobozenecké armady
21. dubna 1945 v prostoru Dé¢inského Snézniku. Divize byla
JiZ ve stavu vzpoury a zaujala zde kruhovou obranu proti pfi-

an ultra-simple “ersatz” rifle.

At the samL time, some German units from the Grafenwéhr
military area, supported by about 50 tanks, carried out a coun-
terattack aimed at recapturing Bayreuth; during the evening
of April 14th they encircled Creussen. The militarily capable
and organised Czech resistance fighters assembled six pla-
toons out of the 370 available and physically able men and
the Americans included them into the all-round (perimeter)
defence of the town.

The fighting lasted until April 19th, when the US 71st
Infantry Division ended the siege of Creussen by an attack
from the direction of Bayreuth. The Americans estab-
lished the Czechoslovak Military Irregular Organisation in
Creussen, Bavaria, composed of liberated Czech prisoners
who were entrusted with the duties of the occupation force
within a twenty-kilometre circle around the town. Twelve
Czech volunteers in "L” Company of the 3rd Battalion of
the Sth Infantry Regiment, belonging to the US 71st Infantry
Division, and 43 volunteers in ”D” Company of the 94th
Cavalry Squadron of the 14th Armored Division then took
part in the fighting near Nuremberg. By the end of April they
returned from Nuremberg to Creussen.

On May 12th 1945 the Czechoslovak unit moved from
Creussen to Cheb and Kdrlovy Vary, where it took on the
duties of the i i

The Russian Liberation Army

The military force of the "Committee for the liberation of
the nations of Russia” consisted in the spring of 1945 of one
armed and one unarmed infantry division, a Cossack corps,

Dvajice tankii T-34/76
z 1. divize ROA

v Zitkovych sadech

u Palackého namésti

v Praze. 6. kvéten 1945.
(MDH)

Two T-34/76 tanks of

the Ist Division of the
Russian Liberation Army
in the Zitkovy sady pub-
lic gardens near Palacky
Square, in Prague

6 May 1945.
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Stihace tankii Hetzer 600. oddilu stihaci tankii 1. divize ROA v HoFovicich pFi istupu k americkym liniim, 9. kvétna 1945. (SOkA Beroun)
Hetzer tank hunters of the Ist Division of the Russian Liberation Army, during their retreat to the Americans positions, pass through

Horovice, 9 May 1945.

pokusu o odzbrojeni. 26. dubna vyrazila
ve dvou proudech na jih, po oséch Teplice - Louny - Rakovnik
- Zdice a Lovosici any - Beroun. Do 4. kvétna dorazila
do prostoru Zebrik - Beroun - Revnice - Hofovice. Na svém
postupu radikalizovala niladu obyvatelstva napadanim Némci
a nékolikrdt byla také kontaktovdna Eeskym odbojem.

5. kvétna vyrazila z Berounska na pomoc prazskému
povstani. 6. kvétna 3. pluk divize zablokoval Némci obsaze-
né letisté Ruzyng, 2. pluk blokoval postup SS Kampfgruppe
Klein po levém biehu Vltavy a 4. pluk dobyl némeckou d&lo-
stieleckou pozorovatelnu na Petiing. 7. kvétna vyfadil 3. pluk
leti§té Ruzyné z Einnosti, 1. a 4. pluk presly na pravy bieh
Vltavy, kde 1. pluk zasahl na Pankraci proti bojovému svazku
SS Wallenstein, 2. pluk stile blokoval postup Némeii po levém
biehu Vltavy. Divize tak, spolu s povstalci, zabranila spojeni
némeckych oddilii postupujicich na Prahu z jihu s némeckou
posddkou ve mésté. Vecer, po zjisténi Ze Prahu obsadi Rudi
armdda, se divize, aZ na délostfelecky oddil, z mésta stihla.
Pfes Beroun a Pfibram ustoupila k demark¢ni &afe, které
dosdhla 10. kvétna v prostoru Lnéfe. Zde padla 11. kvétna do
sovétského zajeti. Zajat zde byl i generdl Vlasov a velitel divi-
ze generél Buiiad MnoZstvi jniki v i

engaged on the front in Yugoslavia, as well as some air force
units.

The 1st Division of the Liberation Army, (the armed divi-
sion had four regiments, compared to German usage), entered
Czechoslovak territory on April 21st 1945 in the vicinity of

&éCinsky Snéznik (NW Bohemm) The division was Alrudy

Gel’mdﬂ attempt to disarm it. On April 26th it set-out south-
wards in two columns, one column using the route joining
Teplice, Louny, Rakovnik and Zdice, the other taking the route
Lovosice, Slany, Beroun. On May 4th it arrived in the area of
Zebrik, Beroun, Revnice, Hofovice. The activities of the ROA
encouraged the local inhabitants, as it attacked the Germans,
and the Czechoslovak resistance on several occasions con-
tacted it before the Uprising.

On May 5th it set off from the Beroun area to participate
in the Prague Uprising. On May 6th the 3rd Regiment of the
ROA division blocked and shelled Prague’s Ruzyné Airport,
the 2nd blocked the advance of the
SS Kampfgruppe Hradischko (sometimes called SS Kgr:

2 &st muZstva bylo popraveno na mists, ostatnf dekaly tibory
Gulagu. Do americké zony se podafilo uprchnout mizivému
zlomku vojéki 1. divize.

Ncn/hr(ucnd 2. divize, zaloZni brigida a dalsi jednotky
vstoupily mezi 3. a 6. kvétnem na tizemi jiznich Cech. Zhruba
tetiné vojdki se podafilo pfejit demarka&ni linii pfed 9. kvét-
nem a zachi se pred takika jistou smrti v sovétském zajeti.

RozliSovacim znakem dobrovoleckych jednotek v némecké
armddé byla nasivka na pravém rukavu. Ur€ovala piislusnost
k narodnosti, nikoliv k jednotce. V piipadé Ruské osvobo-

Mold. 1, SS Kgr. Klein or SS Kgr. Emil) along the left bank
of the Vltava River and the 4th Regiment stormed and took the
German artillery observation point on the Petfin ridge, con-
trolling the centre of Prague. On May 7th the 3rd Regiment
completely paralysed the operations of the Luftwaffe at
Ruzyné Airport, while the 1st and 4th Regiments crossed the
Vltava to its right bank, where the 1st Regiment engaged the
SS combat group Wallenstein on the Pankrac plateau. The 2nd
Regiment still blocked the German advance on the left bank
of the Vltava. The Division together with the Czech militia
thus prevented the joining of the German troops, advanc-
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zenecké armddy se jednalo o erb se Zlutymi pismeny ROA
(v azbuce POA) v horni &isti a bilym Cervené lemovanym
polem s modrym ondfejskym kifZem v dolni &sti, noSeny na
pravém rukévu.

Vysostné oznaceni na stihagich tanki Hetzer ze 600. oddilu
stiha&i tankd, pridéleného 1. divizi ROA tvofila bila, azbukou
psand, zkratka ROA v pfedni, pi{padné zadni &sti boku korby.
Tvar pismen byl pfevzat z naSivky Ruské osvobozenecké
armdy. Neni téZ vylougeno, i kdyZ se to zdd podle fotografii
méné pravdépodobné, Ze pismena byla Zlutd, stejné jako na
nésivee. U dvou vozidel je na masce kanénu pod hlavni Siroké
bilé pismeno ,, A", jehoZ vyznam je neznamy.

Tanky T-34/76 byly zcela bez oznadeni s vyjimkou malého

a ,,3“, umisténého zepfedu pod hlavni kanonu jednoho ze

Cislem ,,3“ bylo také oznaeno jedno ze tii vozidel
BA-10, zbyla byla bez ozna&eni. MiiZe se ale jednat o azbukou
psané pismeno ,,Z* (,,3%).

Madarska armada

Madarskd arméda byla z vychodni fronty stazena po kata-
strofé u Stalingradu v roce 1943. V poli ponechala pouze
jeden sbor v protipartyzénské sluzbé na Ukrajing. Po némec-
ké okupaci zemé a vytvofeni loutkové vlady ,3ipovych k¥iza“
v bieznu 1944 byla armdda znovu mobilizovéna. Organizace
a vycvik se fidily podle némeckého vzoru.

V kvétnu 1944 odesla nové polni 1. armada na frontu do
Hali¢e. V srpnu byla sovétskou ofenzivou zatlaena do Karpat
na Podkarpatskou Rus, na tehdejsi severni madarskou hrani-
ci. Navic byla nucena odeslat n€které své jednotky k 2. a 3.

Vysoci madarsti diistojnici pFi tistupu pres Policku. (VHA)
High ranking Hungarian officers seen retreating through Policka.

ing towards Prague from the South (from the SS training
grounds around BeneSov), with the Nazi garrison in Prague.
Realising that Prague would be liberated by the Red Army,
the ROA division, with the exception of its artillery troop,
left Prague in the night from 7 to 8 May. It retreated through
Beroun and Pfibram towards the demarcation line, which it
reached on May 10 in the area of Lndfe. Then, on May 11, it
fell into Soviet captivity. General Vlasov and the Divisional
C General B were also captured in the
area of Lnafe. Many officers, NCOs and parts of the rank
and file were shot on the spot, the rest were herded towards
the Gulag camps. A negligible number of soldiers from the
ROA’s 1st Division made it across the demarcation line into
the American zone before May 9.

Unarmed 2nd ROA Division, the Reserve Brigade and
other ROA units retreated from Austria to southern Bohemia
between 3 and 6 May. About one third of soldiers from that
units made it across the demarcation line into the American
zone, eluding an almost certain death in Soviet captivity. But
a terrible fate in the Gulag camps awaited also the majority of
liberated and repatriated Soviet POWs, despite the fact that
they had resisted recruitment to German Army.

The distinctive marking of the foreign volunteer units in the
German armed forces was a badge, sewn onto the left sleeve.
It told their nationality, however, not their unit.

The soldiers of the Russian Liberation Army wore a badge,
a coat of arms with the Cyrillic inscription ROA (appearing as
POA) in yellow in the upper part and the St. Andrew’s cross
in blue on a white, red-bordered field below it. In the ROA’s
Ist Division this sign was worn on left sleeve.

The national marking on the 600. Panzerjaeger Abteilung
attached to the ROA’s st Division, consisted of the white let-
ters ROA (POA in Cyrillic) on the armour on the front (and
eventually also to the rear) side of their Hetzers. The shape of
the letters followed that of the inscription of the sleeve badge.
Albeit it, that it cannot be excluded, that the letters were yellow,
both on the sleeve badge and on the vehicle plate, black and
white photographs do suggest white as the colour. Two vehi-
cles had a wide letter A in white painted on the cannon mantlet
below the barrel; the meaning of the letter is as yet unknown.

The T-34/76 tanks were completely devoid of any mark-
ings, with the exception of small numerals, painted on the
front armour plating of the gun recoil mechanism. Numbers
2 and 3 are known. The number 3 appeared on side-doors of
one of the three BA-10 armoured cars, the remaining ones
being unmarked. It could have also been the Cyrillic character
Z (3); in any case the meaning of this marking, so far, remains
unclear.

Hungarian Armed Forces

The Hungarian Army was withdrawn from the Eastern
Front in 1943, following the Nazi disaster at Stalingrad. Only
one corps was fielded in the Ukraine, fulfilling the counter-
partisan role. After the German occupation of Hungary and
the establishing of a puppet regime of the "Arrow Crosses”
in March 1944, the armed forces were mobilised again, their
organisation and training followed the German pattern.
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Madarsky tank Turdn
(stiedni tank &s. konstruk-
ce), vyfotografovany v lété
1945 v okoli Prahy.

Vievo je slovensky tank
Praga LT vz.40.

(SUA)

Hungarian medium tank,
Turdn photographed near
Prague in the summer

of 1945. There is a Slovak
LT vz.40 light tank in the
background.

madarské armadé, nary«.hlo wnrenym k ochrdne jiZni hranice
Madarska, odhalené po r p na
stranu.

Podkarpatskou Rus, branénou armadni skupinou ,, Heinrici*
(sloZené z némecké 1. tankové a madarské 1. armady), dobyla
sovétskd armada na podzim 1944. Vyferpand 1. madarska
armdda ustoupila na Slovensko a v tnoru 1945 na Moravu,
kde aZ do konce vilky kopala zikopy a stavéla opevnéni.
Nicméné ke dni 12. dubna 1945 se jeSté madarska 16. pési
divize objevuje v ramci némeckého 49. horského sboru 1. tan-
kové armady jako frontova.

V kvétnu 1945 pieslo ve vychodnich Cechdch mnoZstvi
madarskych vojdkii na stranu povstalci. Dosud neidentifiko-
vané vy38i madarské velitelstvi (generdl Laszl6 Karatsony)
se 7. kvétna dalo k dispozici revolu¢nimu nérodnimu vybo-
ru v Litomysli. Poslalo pIné ozbrojeny prapor do prostoru
Benitky, na oplatku si vyminilo sloZeni zbrani do rukou sovét-
ské armady, zdsobovéni nirodnim vyborem v piipadé selhdni

kéh sunu i Madari jenych jizné
Policky. ()d/hrojovam M,xdaru povstalci predtim probihalo
i na okresech Svitavy a Chrudim.

Do Svratouchu (okr. Chrudim) pfisla 8. kvétna madarska
divize, kterd se o den dfive dala k dispozi sovélxkemu par—
tyzdnu majoru Orlovi (ps Nikolaje
Melny&uka). Podobné se bliZze neureny madarsky oddil dal
k dispozici povstalcam v Nedvézi (okr. Svitavy) a 10. kvétna
vystfidal vySerpané povstalecké straZe prapor Madarii v Ka-
menitkach (okr. Chrudim) 24 hodin pfed pfichodem Rudé
armédy.

Césti madarské armédy ustoupily s Némci do Povltavi
a zde byly odzbrojeny a zajaty sovéty.

Vedle jednotek na némecké strané se na naSem tzemi
vyskytovaly také madarské jednotky v rmci Rudé armédy,
zformované ze zajatcti a pouZivané jako pracovni. Slo o 1. ma-
darskou Z i divizi, 3. darskou Zelezni¢ni brigadu
a 1. madarsky spojovaci prapor.

Z madarskych tankii se na naSe tizemi dostal pouze jeden
tank Turdn, ktery piijel jako kofist Rudé armédy.

In May 1944 the new Ist Field Army went to the Front in
Galicia. In August a Soviet offensive pushed the Hungarian
troops back to the Carpathian Mountains, to Ruthenia, the
then-existing northern border of the Hungarian Kingdom. On
top of this the Hungarian Ist Field Army was forced to send
some of its units to strengthen the 2nd and 3rd Hungarian
Armies, that were hastily drummed up to protect the south-
ern Hungary. The border there was suddenly exposed by the
Rumanian change of alliance, from the Axis side to that of
the Allies.

Ruthenia (also known as the Trans-Carpathian Ukraine),
was defended by Armeegruppe Henrici, (consisting of the
German Ist Panzer Army and the Hungarian st Field Army)
it was liberated by the Soviet Army in the autumn of 1944.
The exhausted Hungarian 1st Army retreated to Slovakia and
in February 1945 to Moravia, where it dug trenches, anti-
tank ditches and built fortifications only. Nevertheless the
Hungarian 16th Infantry Division appeared within the German
49th Mountain Corps of the Ist Panzer Army as a frontline
division in May as well.

In May 1945 in Eastern Bohemia many Hungarian sol-
diers changed sides and joined the Czech Uprising. On May
71945 aso far unidentified headquarters (commanded by
Gen. Laszl6 Karatsony), offered itself to the Revolutionary
National Committee at Litomysl. It sent a fully armed and
equipped battalion to the area of Benatky, requiring in turn
that it would be allowed to lay down its arms before the
Soviet Army; it also required a supply of food from the local
authority (National Committee) in the event of a severing of
the German supply._chain, and arelease of the Hungarians
who had been disarmed south of Polika. The disarming of
Hungarians by the Czech militia had taken place previously in
the districts of Svitavy and Chrudim.

On May 8th a Hungarian division arrived in Svratouch (in
the district of Chrudim) and gave itself up to the hands of the
partisan commander Maj. Orel (Eagle), a "nom de guerre” of
Nikolay Yemelyanovich Myelnychuhk. Similarly, an uniden-
tified Hungarian unit offered itself to the militia in Nedvézi
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Belgicka armada

U americké 3. arméady se krom& &eskoslovenského smise-
ného oddilu nachézel i belgicky 17. stielecky prapor. ZaloZen
byl 15. ledna 1945 ve mésté Peruwelz pod velenim majora
Hazarda. Skladal se z pfisluiniki byvalé tajné armady pod-
zemniho odboje provincie Lutych (Liége). Od bfezna byl pra-
por pfidélen jako motorizovana p&chota ke 3. skuping stihatii
tankl amerického V. sboru. S ni profel Némeckem, 6. kvétna
vstoupil i na n; zemi a 7. kvétna dorazil do Plzné&.

Ramenni néSivka belgickych dobrovolnikii odpovidala
zafazeni praporu k jednotce stiha¢ii tankii: Gerny panter, drtici
v zubech tank. Od Eervna 1945 prapor pouZival vlastni znak,
ktery je zajimavy i tim, Ze jeho tfi dolni pole maji, na pamatku
pobytu v Cechéch, barvy prevzaté z Seskoslovenské vlajky.

Polska armada

2. polskd arméda (2. Armija Wojska Polskiego - 2. AWP),
vytvofend v sovétské armddg, doshla bojové pohotovosti na
konci tnora 1945. Poprvé byla nasazena 16. dubna v Berlin-
ské operaci. Kryla levy bok 1. ukrajinského frontu a pfi bojich
u BudySina (Bautzen) utrpéla znatné ztréty.

4. kvétna 1945 obdrZela rozkaz velitele 1. ukrajinského
frontu, mar$ila Konéva, ktery urfoval prolomit nepid-
telskou obranu na useku Kamenz - Neschwitz (Kamjenc
- Nieswacidlo) a do konce &tvrtého dne postupu smérem na
Prahu se zmocnit &ry Bad Schandau - Ebersbach. Ukolem
armady bylo z t den po ttoku hlavniho tdtoéného sesku-
peni frontu a kryt jeho levy bok ze severozapadu. Hlavni titok
mélo - po mohutné délostielecké piipravé - provést pravé

(in the district of Svitavy), while on May 10th a battalion of
Hungarians relieved the exhausted militia in Kamenicky (in
the district of Chrudim), some 24 hours before the arrival of
the Red Army.

Parts of the Hungarian Army retreated with the Germans to
the Vltava River basin, where they were disarmed and taken
into captivity by the Soviets.

Besides the Hungarian units fighting on the Axis side, there
were those fighting within the Red Army; they were mostly
formed from prisoners of war and fulfilled primarily non-com-
bat tasks. They were the 1st Hungarian Railway Division, the
3rd Hungarian Railway Brigade and the 1st Hungarian Signal
Battalion.

As for the Hungarian armoured units, only one machine,
aTurdn tank, is known to have arrived on Czech and/or
Moravian soil, but only as war-booty of the Red Army.

Belgian Army

Besides the Czechoslovak mixed troop, the US 3rd Army
also included the 17th Belgian Rifle Battalion. It was founded
on January 15th 1945 in the town of Peruwelz, under the
command of Maj. Hazard. It consisted of members of the
former underground army in the province of Liége. From
March 1945 the battalion was attached as motorised infantry
to the 3rd Tank Destroyer Group of the US V Corps. It fought
its way through Germany with the corps and on May 6th it
entered Czechoslovak territory, arriving in Plzeii on the very
next day.

The shoulder patch of the Belgian volunteers corresponded
to subordination of the battalion to the tank destroyer unit:

Tanky T-34/85 ze
4. tankové brigddy

1. polského tankového
sboru pFi prondsledovani
nepFitele na tizemi
Ceskoslovenska.

(MDH)

T-34/85 medium tanks
of the 4th Tank Brigade
of the Ist Polish Tank
Corps pursuing enemy
Jforces on Czechoslovak
territory.
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Vozidla 2. motocyklového
praporu polského

1. tankového sboru

v Mélnice, 10. kvétna 1945.
(Shirka autora)

Vehicles of the 2nd
Motorcycle Battalion of
the Ist Polish Tank Corps,
Mélnik, 10 May 1945.
(Author’s collection)

kiidlo armddy. Po prilomu nepidtelské obrany v Sifce jede-
nact kilometrd mél do prilomu zaitogit 1. tankovy sbor. Do
Ctvrtého dne operace méla 2. AWP dosahnout Labe v prostoru
Pirna, Bad Schadau.

Dne 6. kvétna zjistil sovétsky prizkum v prostoru Misné
(Meifien), ze se némecké jednotky stahuji. Velitel 1. ukrajin-
ského frontu, mar§al Konév, piivodné zamy3lel zaiitogit v pon-
déli 7. kvétna a na tento den také pfipravovali praZ§ti komu-
nisté své povstdni. 8. kvétna mél zaiito€it také 2. ukrajinsky
front od Brna. Namisto toho zahdjila Rudd armada uZ v nedéli
6. kvétna po poledni prondsledovéni ustupujiciho nepfitele.

Také pfed 2. AWP na pravém biehu Labe zacaly v noci ze
6. na 7. kvétna pod ochranou zadnich voji némecké jednotky
ustupovat. Generél Swierczewski se brzy réno 7. kvétna roz-
hodl zrusit délostieleckou piipravu a zahjit pronasledovani.
V nékterych usecich probihal postup zpocitku zcela bez
odporu, némecké obrana se soustfedovala pfedevsim v obcich

a na komunika¢nich uzlech. 7. kvétna bylo také Ze

a black panther crushing a tank in its teeth. From June 1945
the regiment had its own badge, an interesting feature being
its tricolour lower part, the red, blue and white colours taken
from the Czechoslovak national flag, to commemorate the
unit’s fighting in Bohemia.

Polish Army

The 2nd Polish Army (2. Armija Wojska Polskiego - 2.
AWP), created within the Red Army in the USSR, became
combat ready in late February 1945. It was first blooded in
combat on April 16th in the Berlin Operation. It covered the
left flank of the Ist Ukrainian Front, suffering serious losses
in combat in the vicinity of Budy3in (Bautzen).

On May 4th 1945 it received orders from the Commander
of the Ist Ukrainian Front, Field-Marshall Konyev, who
ordered the Poles to break through the enemy defences at

o piilnoci z 8. na 9. kV(,lnd vstoupi v platnost némecka kapitu-
lace. Bylo fedeno, Ze pokud nepfitel neslozi zbrané, je potieba
bez preruseni pokratovat v plnéni bojovych tkolii. O pauze ke
sloZeni zbrani ale rozkaz nehovofil.

Druhy den ttoku, 8. kvétna, dosédhlo pravé kiidlo 2. AWP
Labe a levé kiidlo vstoupilo definitivn& do BudySina a poté na
tizemi Ceskoslovenské republiky.

U Lobendavy narazili Polici na d&lostielectvo,

K itz (Ka and by the end
of the fourth day of the advance towards the Czechoslovak
capital of Prague, to take the line Bad Schandau- Ebersbach.
The task of the Army was to attack aday after the main
shock attack force advanced and to cover its left flank from
a possible counterattack from the northwest. The main offen-
sive thrust by the right flank of the army should have followed
after a massive artillery barrage. Once the enemy defences had

been breached, in an 11 ki etre-wide section, the 1st Tank

na Anenském vrchu (Annaberg). Nejvétsi boje na nasem
Gizemi probdhly u MikuldSovic. V okamiku oficielniho ukon-
Cen nepfitelstvi stila 2. AWP na linii Pirna - (Labe) - Bad

Postup pivodné planovany na uyﬁ dny se zkratil na dny dva,
a protoZe i 2. AWP z: ulnulu o den dfive, neZ pivodné méla,
byli Polici v ihu oproti s ému planu.
Némci byli ale proti témuZ planu v predstihu jeSté vétsim a s
hovali se dile na jih, ve snaze odpoutat se od Rudé armédy.

Corps was to advancé into the breach. By the fourth day of the
operation the 2. AWP should have reached the river Elbe in the
area of Pirna, Bad Schandau.
On May 6th Soviet reconnaissance in the Meissen area
found lhal the German troops were withdrawing from their
The C of the 1st Ukrainian
Front, Marshall Konyev, originally mooted an attack on
Monday, May 7th (the day on which the Communists in
Prague had chosen for the beginning of their Uprising). On
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Poldci pokracovali 9. kvétna bez pferuseni v boji, i kdyZ
se jejich postup zpomalil. Pfesun 1. tankového sboru na levé
kfidlo, kde byl pro jeho T-34/85 vhodn&jsi terén, zpiisobil
zmatek v tylu 2. AWP, protoZe vedl napii¢ zdsobovacimi lini-
emi p&ich divizi na levém kiidle. 9. kvétna ve&er se tak jenom
1. tankovému sboru podafilo pfekrocit Ploutnici. Polské
jednotky staly tedy pouze na afe Labskd Strafi - Ceskd
Kamenice - Kytlice.

Ve &tvrtek 10. kvétna 2. AWP rychle postupovala na
jih a zajimala némecké vojiky. V 10:00 obdrZela 2. AWP
Konéviiv rozkaz o zastaveni bojové ¢innosti. Do 12:00 dosih-
la 2. AWP linii Chlum - Rychnov - Ust&k - Tuhai - Lib&chov,
kde se zastavila. V postupu pokraoval pouze 1. tankovy
sbor, jehoZ 2. motocyklovy prapor (vybaveny oviem tanky
T-34 a britskymi obrnénymi transportéry Universal Carrier)
dorazil od severu do Mélnika. O slivu osvoboditele se ale
déli s j i ého 6. g: é kového sboru
a 28. armddy, které do mésta vstoupily od jihu.

V postupu ale pokraCovala jeSté jedna polska jednotka,
vyclenénd ze 16. tankové brigddy. Brigada od 8. kvétna postu-
povala po bfehu Labe, spole¢né s 5. p&i divizi. 10. kvétna
se soustiedila v DEné a tentyZ den méla vyslat smérem ku
Praze prizkumny tankovy odfad, sloZeny ze i tanku, &tyf
samohybnych dél a p&iho vysadku. Prizkumny odfad pro
poruchu spojeni nezachytil rozkaz o zastaveni bojové &innosti
a dne 11. kvétna v 8:00 mél dosahnout severnich pfedmésti
Prahy.

Rumuniti vojdci v bojich na Moravé v dubnu 1945.
(Sbirka autora)

Romanian soldiers during the fighting in Moravia, April 1945.

May 8th the 2nd Ukrainian Front should also have started
its advance from the Brno (South Moravia) area. However,
instead of launching this prepared operation, the Red Army
started to pursue the retreating enemy during the early after-
noon of Sunday, May 6th 1945.

During the night of May 6th/7th the German troops facing
the 2. AWP on the right bank of the Elbe, also began to retreat
under the cover of their rear echelons. General Swierczewski
decided early in the morning of May 7th to omit the initial
artillery softening-up of the German positions, and to start his
pursuit at once. In some sections of the front the Poles initially
advanced without any resistance; the German defences were
concentrated only in the towns and communication hubs. On
May 7th the news of the unconditional German surrender
coming into effect at the midnight of May 8th/9th was made
public. It was also announced that in the event of the German
troops refusing to lay down their arms with immediate effect,
that combat operations would continue unabated. However, in
the order there was no mention of a breathing space for the
actual handover of weapons.

On the second day of the Polish advance, May 8th, the right
flank of the 2. AWP reached the river Elbe and the left flank
finally took Budyg3in (Bautzen/Budigin) for good and entered
Czechoslovakia as well.

Near Lobendava the Polish troops encountered artillery,
placed on Anna’s Hill (Annaberg). The bitterest fighting
they experienced on Czechoslovak territory took place near
Mikulasovice. At the moment of the official cessation of hos-
tilities the 2. AWP stood on the line joining Pirna (the river
Elbe) with Bad ikula3ovice and Eb

The advance originally planned for four days shrunk to
two, and, as the 2. AWP attacked a day earlier than it should
have, the Poles were five-days in advance of the Soviet plan.
The Germans were moving with equal haste, but in their case
withdrawing further to the south in an understandable effort to
get away from the attentions of the Red Army.

On May 9th the Polish continued to fight relentlessly, albeit
that the advance slowed down a bit. The transfer of the Polish
1st Tank Corps to the left flank, where there were better condi-
tions for the deployment of its T-34/85s, caused quite a lot of
chaos in the rear area of the 2. AWP, as it cut across the sup-
ply lines of the infantry divisions on the left flank. Therefore
on May 9th only the 1st Tank Corps was able to cross the
Ploucnice River. So the Polish troops did not reach any further
than the line joining Labska Straii with the Ceskd Kamenice
and Kytlice.

On Thursday, May 10th, the 2. AWP was rapidly advanc-
ing southwards, taking German POWs in its stride. At 10:00
it received Marshall Konyev’s order to stop all combat
operations. By 12:00 the 2. AWP reached the line of Chlum
- Rychnov - Usték - Tuhai - Libéchov and stopped its
advance. Only the Ist Tank Corps kept advancing, and its
2nd Motorcycle Battalion (despite its name, it was equipped
with T-34/76s and British Universal Carriers) reached the
outskirts of Mélnik from the north. However It shared in the
liberator’s glory with the units of the Soviet 6th Guards Tank
Corps and Soviet 28th Army, who entered the city from the
south. Another Polish unit, detached from the Polish 16th
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Rumunska armada

Rumunské krdlovskd armada piesla na stranu spojencit
v srpnu 1944 poté, co kral Michal nechal internovat diktatora
Antonesca a Rumuni povstali proti némeckym jednotkim
v zemi. Na podzim 1944 Rumunsko poslalo na frontu 1. a
4. armadu, které spolu se Sovéty bojovaly v Madarsku a na
Slovensku.

Na tizemi Moravy (Ceské republiky) vstoupily rumunské
jednotky na konci dubna 1945 v okoli Veseli na Moravé.
Jednalo se o 1. rumunskou armadu, ktera tvofila pravy bok
postupu sovétské 6. gardové tankové a 53. armady pfi pokusu
2.a4. jinského frontu uzavfit arma-
du v obkli¢eni na vychodni Moravé v proponované Olomoucké
operaci. 1. rumunskd armédda postupovala po vychodnim
biehu feky Moravy na KroméfiZ, kterou dobyla 4. kvétna, a na
Kojetin, ktery dobyla 6. kvétna. Sovétsky pokus o obklideni
1. tankové armédy se v3ak nezdafil a ohroZeny prostor staili
Némci vyklidit. Diky némeckému tstupu z Beskyd se na naSe
uzemi dostala i 4. rumunska arméda, ktera doposud, spolu se
sovétskou 40. armadou uzavirala pfedpokladany kotel z jihu
a jihovychodu. (Napravo sousedila s 1. &. armadnim sborem
18. armédy 2. ukrajinského frontu, ktera plnila stejnou funkci
z vychodu a severovychodu.) 4. rumunska armada postupova-
la viceméné& bez boje do Némci vyklizovanych obci. Na tuhy
odpor narazila aZ v prostoru HoleSova, ktery dobyla 6. kvétna,
a KroméfiZe, kde navézala bo¢ni dotyk s 1. rumunskou arma-
dou.

Pfed planovanou praZskou operaci, se rumunska 1. armada
presunula na zapadni bfeh feky Svitavy. Zaitocit méla 9. kvét-
na a obsadit ¢aru Predklastéfi - Deblin - MarSov. Pfes ozna-

menou némeckou kapitulaci rozkaz provedla. K bojim doslo

Tank Brigade continued to advance. From May 8th the bri-
gade advanced along the banks of the Labe (Elbe) River,
together with the Polish 5th Infantry Division. On May 10th
it re-grouped in D&in and on the same day it reportedly sent
towards Prague a reconnaissance company of three tanks, four
self-propelled guns and an infantry troop. The reconnaissance
troop probably had acommunications equipment failure,
therefore missing the order to stop all combat activities, as
on May 11th 1945 at eight o’clock in the morning, it should
reached the northern suburbs of Prague.

Rumanian Army

The Royal Rumanian Army changed its allegiance and
joined with the allies in August 1944. This followed the intern-
ing of the dictator Antonescu by King Michael, which resulted
in the Rumanians rising up against the German units stationed
in their country. In the autumn of 1944 Rumania sent the 1st
and 4th Armies, to fight side by side with the Soviets against
the Germans and Hungarians in Hungary and Sloval

The Rumanian units entered the territory of Moravia at the
end of April 1945 near Veseli na Moravé. The 1st Rumanian
Army, made up the right flank of the advancing Soviet 6th
Guards Tank Army and 53rd Army during the attempt of
the 2nd and 4th Ukrainian Fronts to encircle the German 1st
Panzer Army in Eastern Moravia in the proposed Olomouc
Operation. The 1st Rumanian Army advanced along the
eastern bank of the Morava River towards KroméfiZ, which
it took on May 4th, and towards Kojetin, taken on May 6th.
The Soviet attempt to encircle the German Ist Panzer Army
failed, the Nazis managing to escape from the endangered
area in time. Thanks to the German retreat from the Beskydy

the pursuing Army, that, together with
the Soviet 40th Army, managed to keep the feared for pocket
closed from the South and Southeast, reached Moravian ter-
ritory. The Rumanians shared the same neighbourhood as the
1st Czechoslovak Army Corps of the 18th Army of the 2nd
Ukrainian Front; the 18th Army fulfilled the same role in the
eastern and north-eastern sector of the encirclement. The 4th
Rumanian Army advanced more or less without fighting to
the communities vacated by the Germans. It met with a stiff
resistance, however, at HoleSov, which it took on May 6th,
and at Kroméfiz, where it had contact on its flanks with the
1st Rumanian Army.

Before the planned Prague Operation the Rumanian 1st Army
moved to the western bank of the Svitava River, used as
a forming-up and starting point for the attack planned for the
May 9th — its objective was to take the Pfedklastéfi - Deblin
- MarSov line. Despite the announcement of the German
capitulation, the Rumanians carried out their orders. There
was fighting near Kufim, with the Rumanians pursuing the
retreating Nazis. Starting on May 9th, the 4th Army also pur-
sued the retreating enemy, taking part in several skirmishes
with them, e.g., near Plumlov/Prost&jov. The pursuit continued

Rumunskd obsluha minometu v bojich na Moravé, duben 1945.
(Sbirka M.B.) * A Romanian mortar crew in action in Moravia,
April 1945.
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u Kufimi, poté Rumuni prondsledovali ustupujici némecké
jednotky. 4. armida od 9. kvétna také pronasledovala ustu-
pujiciho nepfitele, se kterym svedla nékolik Sarvitek, napt.
u Plumlova. Pronésledovani pokracovalo i v noci na 10. kvét-
na a vy¢istovani prostoru do 12. kvétna 1945.

Kromé 1. a 4. armédy se na bojich na naSem tzemi podi-
lel i 2. rumunsky tankovy pluk. Poftem 66 tanki, se ktery-
mi vstupoval do boji na Slovensku a ve Vidni, odpovidal
sovétské tankové brigadé. V jeho vyzbroji se sesla rozmanita
smésice vozidel. Vedle némeckych Pz Kpfw IV a StuG III
i Ceskoslovenské Pz Kpfw 38(t), R-2 (= LT vz.35) a TACAM
(= LT vz.35 s kanénem raZe 76,2mm) a francouzské Renault
R-35 a FT-17. Po dobyti Vidn& byly jeho zbylé tanky slougeny

Rumunskd jizda na
prehlidce vitézstvi
v Boskovicich.
(Sbirka autora)

Romanian cavalry taking
part in a victory parade
in Boskovice.

(Author’s collection)

during the night of May 10th, while the mopping-up operation
lasted until May 12th 1945.

Besides the Rumanian Ist and 4th Army also their 2nd Tank
Regiment took part in the liberation of Czechoslovak territory,
particularly Moravia. With its 66 tanks, available at the time,
it took part in the fighting in Slovakia and in Vienna; this tank
regiment corresponded to a Soviet tank brigade. Its equip-
ment was a motley collection of vehicles. Besides the German
Pz Kpfw IV tanks and StuG III self-propelled guns it also
included the Czechoslovak Praga LT vz. 38 [Pz Kpfw 38(1)],
Skodas R-2 (LT vz. 35) and Tacam (LT vz. 35 with the cap-
tured Soviet 76.2mm anti-tank canon) light tanks, as well as
the French Renault R-35 and FT-17s. Once Vienna had fallen,
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Jeden ze dvou slovenskych
tanki LT vz.40, které s
vyskytovaly v okoli Prahy
v 1ét& 1945. Oznaceni
azbukou ZB-747 pochdzi
od sovétské jednotky,
evidujici koFist.

Pod nim je piivodni
slovenské oznacent.

(SUA)

One of two Slovak LT vz.40
light tanks photographed
near Prague in the summer
of 1945. The “ZhB-747"
marking is that of

a Soviet recovery unit,

the original, vertically divi-
ded white/blue/red

Slovak shield,

is visible under it.
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v rotu a podfizeny sovétské 27. tankové brigadé. 30. dubna se
rota tiastnila bojii na Dyji, na predmosti Pasohlavky - Ivaii.
8. kvétna dosdhla Znojma, poté pokracovala na Tel¢ a Tébor.
Zbylé dva bojeschopné tanky se mély zucastnit pfehlidky
v Praze.

Slovenska Domobrana
a Hlinkova garda

Na jafe 1945 existovaly tfi ozbrojené sbory Slovenského
tdtu (republiky): Pohotovostni oddily Hlinkovy gardy,
Pohotovostni oddily Hlinkovy mladeze a Slovenské Domo-

S Gt e

the remaining tanks and personnel were re-grouped into
a platoon and subordinated to the Soviet 27th Tank Brigade.
On April 30th the platoon took part in the fighting on the
Dyje River, on the Pasohlédvky-Ivaii bridgehead. On May 8th
it reached Znojmo, continuing to the towns of Tel¢ and Tébor.
The two surviving Rumanian tanks were reported to have
taken part in the victory parade in Prague.

Slovak Home Defence troops
and the Hlinka Guard

In the spring of 1945 there were three armed services in the
Slovak State: The Emergency Troops of the Hlinka Guard, the

brana. Prvni dva sbory byly
Hlinkovy strany Tudové.

Domobrana dosdhla stavu dvou p&Sich pluku, délostie-
leckého pluku, protiletadlového pluku, leteckého pluku (bez
letadel) a nékolika men3ich pomocnych jednotek. Jeji soucasti
byly formélné i slovenské technické brigady (divize) v zahra-
ni¢i: 1. technické brigida v Madarsku, jiZné od Balatonu, a
2. technicka brigada v Italii.

Vice neZ dvé tietiny domobrancii na slovenském tzemi
nebylo viibec vyzbrojenych a pod némeckym dozorem budo-
vali frontové opevnéni na pravém bfehu Vihu. Proti sovétské
arméddé byla nasazena jen jedna péSi rota a d€lostelecka bate-
rie u Malacek. Tito vojici se ale brzy rozutekli. Césti domo-
brany také ustoupily do boséické doliny u Nového Mesta nad
Vihom a do Nem3ové, kde je Némci chtéli pouZit pfi obrané
prismykil v moravsko - slovenském pohranici. V Bogéci se ale
slovensti vojéci i se zbranémi rozutekli, v Nem3ové presli na
stranu partyzdni a branili némeckym vojakim v ustupu pies
Vlarsky prismyk, ¢ist se soustiedila v okall obce Luborca.

Troops of the Hlinka Youth and the Slovak Home
Defence. The two corps with the name Hlinka in their title
being the armed organs of the Hlinka Popular Party, that then
ran the puppet Slovak state.

The Home Defence reached the strength of two infantry
regiments, an artillery regiment, an anti-aircraft regiment, an
air regiment (though devoid of aircraft) and several smaller
auxiliary units. Also formally included in the structure of the
Home Defence were the Slovak Technical Brigades (Divisions)
active abroad: the 1st Technical Brigade in Hungary, south of
lake Balaton, and the 2nd Technical Brigade in Italy.

More than two thirds of the Home Defence troops on
Slovak soil were completely unarmed and were used to build
the frontline fortifications on the right bank of the Vih River
under close German surveillance. There was only one infantry
platoon and an artillery battery near Malacky (SW Slovakia)
brought into action against the Red Army; these troops quickly
defected to the Soviet side. Part of the Home Defence troops
retreated to the BoSdca valley near Nové Mesto nad Vihom

kde zaujali kruhovou obranu protl
VétSina jednotek i ila pfi dstupu
hranice, pouze nékolik du\l()]mku bylo pod némeckym nitla-
kem pfinuceno ustoupit na Moravu.

Pohotovostni oddily Hlinkovy gardy vznikly v zafi 1944
jako pIn& vojenské jednotky. Celkem vzniklo tficet osm poho-
tovostnich skupin, Sest polnich rot a tfi polni prapory s celkem
asi 5000 muZi.

Neidentifikované slovenské jednotky mély byt zafazeny
do bojového svazku SS i k postupu proti
povstalcim v Praze. 9. kvétna prochézely ttvary Hlinkovy
gardy do amerického zajeti pfes Smolotely, od Kamyku nad
Vlitavou smérem na Pecice a Cimelice. Zbran& slozily v Mi-
roticich.

Ze slovenskych tanki se na nase izemi dostaly pouze dva
LT vz.40, oviem jako sovétska trofej.

=\

and to , where the Germans intended to utilise Lhe
force to defend the in passes in the Slovak
borderland. In Bo3ica the Slovak soldiers defected with their
weapons, in NemSové they joined the partisans and fought
the German troops trying to retreat through the Vlara Pass.
Another part of this troop assembled in the village of Lubor¢a,
where it took up an all-round (perimeter) defence against the
retreating Germans. During their retreat the majority of the
Slovak Home Defence units did not cross the Slovak border
at all, only a few officers were forced to proceed to Moravia
under threats from the German commanders.

The Emergency troops of the Hlinka Guard were created
in September 1944 as fully-fledged military units. Altogether
some 38 e 'y groups were blished, six field pla-
toons and three field battalions, numbering altogether some
5,000 men.

Some non-identified Slovak units were reportedly included
in the SS-Kampfverband Wallenstein, which was slated to
take part in the advance against the Czech volunteer militias
in Prague. On May 9th the units of the Slovak Hlinka Guard
passed into American captivity via Smolotely, from Kamyk
nad Vltavou towards Pegice and Cimelice. They disarmed in
Mirotice.

Of the Slovak tanks only two were reported as having
arrived on Czech/Moravian soil; however, both Praga LT vz.40s
were to be seen as Soviet war-booty.
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T¥i osvobozeni vdleéni
zajatci ze zemi'
Commonwealthu

v Gol&ové Jenikové.
(Muzeum Caslav)

Three liberated
Commonwealth POWs
in Gol&iiv Jenikov.

Dove: Tank T-34/85 z 5. gardového tankového sboru 6. GTA v Praze U Hybernii, odpoledne 9. kvétna. Na véi sedi osvobozeny zajatec
v podobném australském klobouku, jako vojdk na pFedchozim snimku. Je uréitd pravdépodobnost, Ze by to mohl byt dokonce tenty? clovék.
5. GTS projizdél pies Gol&iv Jenikov a 10. kvétna se setkal s Americany pobliZ Rokycan. (SUA)

BOTTOM: The T-34/85 tank of the 5th Guards Tank Corps of the 6th GTA near Hybernskd Street, Prague, afternoon of 9 May 1945. There
is @ man in an Australian hat sitting on the turret, similar to the one who appears above. It is just possible that it is the same man. The 5th

Guards Tank Corps came through Gol&iv Jenikov on 9 May and then met the Americans near Rokycany on 10 May 1945.
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Ostatni narody

Na konci vilky se do Ceskych zemi dostalo nejrozmanit&j-
§im zpi mnoZstvi pris| ikl nejrizngj; nérodi. Za
viechny nékolik pfikladi, bez néroku na dplnost.

z ]ednolek O\y se u nas vyskymvaly jednotky arménské
a azerbaj Témto oviem uZ
Némci nedivéfovali a pouZivali je jako odzbrojené pracovni
sily na stavbu zakopi a protitankovych pfekaZek. 17. némeckéa
arméda obsahovala 20. estonskou divizi Waffen SS. Jeji voja-
ci v prvnich dnech kvétna ustupovali pfes Mladou Boleslav
k Mélniku, kde méla divize padnout do sovétského zajeti.
Estonci se vyskytovali také na Rakovnicku.

Protektoratem prochézely od zacitku roku 1945 kolony
némeckych civilnich uprchlikii ze Slezska (tzv. nirodnich
hostil), pochody smrti evakuovanych koncenlraémch téboru
a kolony j kych zajatch z
taborti. Uprchlici z transporti se ukryvali mezi ¢eskym oby-
vatelstvem, néktefi se pfidali k partyzanskym skupindm. Také
osvobozeni zajatci se G&astnili i povstani af uZ jako partyzani
okolo sovétskych zpravodajskych vysadki, nebo pfimo spolu
s povstalci. V Praze se zucastnilo povstini n&kolik desitek
Bulharti, pivodné civilnich zamé&stnancii, dokumentovani
jsou i dva velice aktivni Britové a jeden Nizozemec, uprchli
véle&ni zajatci, a dokonce jeden Etiopan. V okoli Jabkenic se
povstani Gcastnili také Rusové a Chorvaté. Osvobozeni zajat-
ci ze zemi Sovétského svazu jsou bez rozliSeni narodnosti
uvadéni v desitkich dalSich lokalit. Od 8. kvétna pomohli
revoluénimu ndrodnimu vyboru v Jablonci nad Nisou s vy-
konem policejni sluzby byvali francouziti zajatci, piistupy
k méstu obsadili byvali zajatci italiti. V Dolnim Jifetiné na

padli na p lecké strand , Belgican,
Bulhar, Chorvat a pét Briti, u Prosece poloz:ll Zlvot za svobo-
du C dva Ne

Other nations

At the end of World War 2 a multitude of differing nation-
als had arrived in the Czech lands of Czechoslovak territory
(i.e. the Czech crown lands of Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia),
by the most diverse means. Some of these are as follows:
from the Axis powers some Armenian and Azerbaijani units
were noticed. The units of these Central-Asian nations were
not trusted by the Germans and were disarmed and used
as alabour force for the digging of trenches and preparing
anti-tank obstacles. The German 17th Army included the
Estonian 20th Division of the Waffen-SS. Its soldiers retreated
in the first days of May from Mlad4 Boleslav towards Mé&lnik
(N of Prague), where they were reportedly captured by the
Soviets; Estonians were also reported around Rakovnik
(W of Prague).

Since the beginning of 1945 the so called “Protectorate
of Bohemia and Moravia” was a transit territory for the col-
umns of German refugees fleeing Silesia (they were called
"national guests” — Volksgdste), but also for the death marches
from the ion camps being by the Nazi
henchmen, and for the columns of Allied prisoners of war
from the POW camps, all from territories further to the east.
Fugitives from these marches and columns hid amongst the
Czech and Moravian population, some j
ground resistance forces. During the Uprising the liberated
prisoners of war joined in the fighting as partisans, tied to
the Soviet intelligence groups parachuted into the German
rear areas, or directly joining the fighting side by side with
the Czech volunteer militia. In Prague, alongside the locals,
several dozen Bulgarians took part in the fighting (originally
they were civilian employees). Also two very active Britons
and one Dutchman, all escaped POWs, are documented as
fighting the Nazis in the Czechoslovak capital, and even one
rather exotic freedom fighter from Ethiopia (then Abyssinia)
has been recorded. In the vicinity of Jabkenice (NE of Prague)
some Russians and Croats joined the Czech resistance.
Liberated POWs from the Soviet Union were listed in dozens
of other locations, mostly without alluding to their nationality.
From May 8th freed French POWs helped the Revolutionary
National Committee in Jablonec nad Nisou (N. Bohemia) as

i while the app to the city were
guarded by freed Italian POWs. In the Dolni Jifetin near Most
(NW Bohemia) a Frenchman, a Belgian, a Bulgarian, a Croat
and five British fell in fighting against the Germans, and near
Prose¢ two New Zealanders also gave their lives for the free-
dom of Czechoslovakia.

Jifiho z Podébrad v dobé

{ brifsti zajatci v
povstdni v Praze. (VHU Praha).
Freed British POWs in JiFi z Podébrad Barracks during the Upris-
sing in Prague.
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Dalsi udalosti v kvétnu 1945

a kapitulace némeckych armad
The surrender of the German Armies
and the other events of May 1945

Dne 2. kvétna 1945 ped sovétskou armadou kapituloval
obkli¢eny Berlin.

V Italii Spojenci postupovali po prekroceni Padu za pomo-
ci italskych povstalcii rychle na sever a 2. kvétna kapitulovala
v Itdlii némecka skupina armad ,, C*. Krétce na to se 4. kvét-
na na Brennerském prasmyku spojily spojenecké 15. skupina
armdd z Italie a 12. skupina armad z Rakouska.

4. kvétna kapi pred i ym,
velitelem 21. skupiny armad, némecké ozbrojené sily v Ho-
landsku, severozdpadnim Némecku vetné Friskych ostrovi,
na Helgolandu a vSech ich , ve Slesvil
Hol3tynsku a v Déansku.

Ve 2 hodiny 41 minut rano 7. kvétna 1945 byla v Remesi,
v hlavnim stanu generdla Eisenhowera, pfed zistupci viech

j ych armad ana b dmi a kapitul.

On May 2nd 1945, the besieged city of Berlin surrendered
to the Soviet Army.

In Italy, the Allies having crossed the river Po, and with the
assistance of the Italian resistance, swiftly advanced north.
On May 2nd, the German Army Group “C” surrendered in
Italy. Shortly afterwards, on May 4th the Allied 15th Army
Group from Italy and the 12th Army Group from Austria met
each other at the Brenner Pass.

On May 4th, the German armed forces in the Netherlands,
in North Western Germany, on the Island of Helgoland and on
the other islands, in Schleswig-Holstein and in Denmark sur-
rendered to the Allied 21st Army Group under the command
of Field-Marshall Montgomery.

On May 7th 1945, at 2:4lam, the Germans signed the

némeckych brannych sil. VeSkery branny odpor némecké
arméady a postup spojencii mél ustat dne 8. kvétna o pilno-
ci, respektive ve 23:01 minut stfedoevropského letniho Casu.
Némecké jednotky pak mély sloZit zbrané spojeneckym
jednotkam, které stily pfed nimi. Kapitulace byla pak jesté
jednou slavnostné podepséna o pilnoci z 8. na 9. kvétna
v Berling. N&émecké jednotky se stihly z dosud okupovanych
&asti Nizozemi a Danska na fisské izemi, kde se vzdaly spo-
Jjeneckym vojdkam. V zipadnim Nizozemi skonila ,, Hladovd
zima*. Od 29. dubna do 8. kvétna polské a britské bombardé-
ry v operaci ,Manna“ a americké v operaci ,, Chowhound*
shodily Holandaniim pfes 11 000 tun potravin.

Na Kuronském poloostrové v Loty3sku 8. kvétna kapitulo-
vala armédni skupina ,, Kurland* (byvala ,, Nord"). Pobaltské

in the town of Rheims, at General
Eisenhower’s main headquarters, in the presence of repre-
sentatives from all of the Allied Armies. All resistance from
the German Army and the advance of the Allied Armies was
to cease at midnight on May 8th 1945 (23:01pm of mid-
European daylight savings time). The surrender was once
again signed in Berlin, at midnight on May 9th. The German
units retreated from the still-occupied parts of the Netherlands
and Denmark back into the territory of the former Reich,
where they surrendered to the Allied forces. In the western
part of the Netherlands, the “Hungry Winter” also finally
came to an end, when, from April 29th until May 8th, bom-
bers of the Polish Air Force and the RAF (Operation Manna),
and the USAAF (Operation Chowhound), dropped over
11,000 tons of food to the Dutch people.
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fronty jiZ byly rozpuitény a proti Kuronsku stil sovétsky
Leningradsky front. V Norsku se vylodila britskd vojska,

izbrojila a repatriovala k k i armadu.

kterd j

Boje v Evropé pokratovaly nejméné do 16. kvétna na
Italsko - Rakousko - Jugosldvském pomezi, kde kromé& masa-
kru ustupujicich Némcii, Chorvati a Koziki Rudou armédou
a Nérodni osvobozeneckou armadou Jugoslavie, doslo také
k pomémé tvrdému nérazu proti sobé& postupujicich spojencit
a ddajné i ke vzdjemnym sestfelim letound.

Pravné vélka v Evropé skontila o pilnoci dne 8. kvétna
1945 némeckého dvojitého letniho Casu, coZ odpovida 23:00
Casu kého a 24:00 casu . Jako posledni
némeckd jednotka v Evropé kapitulovala dne 20. kvétna 1945
do rukou norskych vojiki posddka vojenské meteorologické
stanice na Spicberkéch.

V Cechich se 8. kvétna 1945 postavil do &ela velitelstvi
Alex general Zden&k Noviék, osvobozeny 5. kvétna z Pankréc-
ké véznice. 10. kvétna pfiletéla z KoSic do Prahy eskosloven-
ska exilové vlada ministerského predsedy Zderka Fierlingera.
11. kvétna se ministr nirodni obrany general Ludvik Svoboda
setkal s pri i domacih j odboje a nafidil
velitelstvi Alex obsadit Ceskoslovenské pohrani¢ni oblasti,
odtrzené Némeckem v roce 1938. General Novéik pro spl-
néni tohoto tikolu vytvofil dvé oblastni velitestvi: v Hradci
Krélové pro prostor od Hrddku nad Nisou po Kréliky a na
Kladn& pro oblast od Hradku nad Nisou po demarka¢ni linii
s Ameri¢any. 16. kvétna se oblast Kladno dile roz¢lenilo na
dva tseky s velitelstvimi v Lounech a v Mélnice.

15. kvétna pfijel vlakem z KoSic do Prahy president
republiky dr. Edvard BeneS. 17. kvétna se v Praze konala
prehlidka 1. Ceskoslovenského arméddniho sboru z vychodni
fronty a tentyZ den vyrazily jednotky velitelstvi Alex do
pohrani&i. Obsadily Jesenici, Podbofany, Kryry, Zatec,
Kounov, KoleSovice, Most, Bilinu, Telice-Sanov, Duchcov,
Usti nad Labem, Chudefice, Varnsdorf a Dé&&in-Podmok-
ly. K ozbrojenému incidentu doSlo v Litoméficich. Prostor
oblastniho velitelstvi Hradec Kralové byl z vétsi ¢asti obsazen
uZ v pribéhu kvétnového povstani. 18. a 19. kvétna pak oddily
Revolucnich gard, jak se nyni povstalecké jednotky nazyvaly,
obsadily Chomutov. Kadaii, Kyselku, Karlovy Vary, Ervénice,
Hfiskov, BeneSov nad Plou¢nici, Krasnou Lipu, Sluknov,

On the Kurland Peninsula in Latvia, the German Army
Group “Kurlad” (the former “Nord”) surrendered on May 8th.
The Soviet Baltic Front formations had already been disban-
ded, while the entire Leningrad Front faced the Germans on
the Kurland Peninsula. In Norway, British troops were disem-
barked, with the intention of disarming and repatriating the
German Army of Occupation.

However, at the borders between Italy, Austria and
Yugoslavia, the fighting in Europe continued until (at least)
May 16th. Together with the massacre of German soldiers,
Croats, and Cossacks by the Red Army and by the National
Liberation Army of Yugoslavia, a relatively fierce encounter
occurred between the eastern and western Allies advancing
towards each other. Allegedly, some aircraft were shot down
in the course of this encounter.

In legal terms, the war in Europe ended at midnight on May
8th 1945 (German double summer savings time, 23:00hrs
Prague time, 24:00hrs Moscow time). On May 20th 1945,
the Military Meteorological Station on the Spitsbergen
Archipelago surrendered to the Norwegian soldiers, as the
last active German unit in Europe.

As for events on Czech territory, Gen. Zdenék Novék, who
had been freed from the prison of Pankric on May 5th, retur-
ned to head up his former Alex Command. On May 10th, the
Czechoslovak Government in Exile, lead by Prime Minister
Zden&k Fierlinger flew to Prague from the Slovak city of
Kogice. On May 11th, the Minister for National Defence,
Gen. Ludvik Svoboda met the representatives of the home
based military resistance movement and ordered the Alex
Command to occupy the Czechoslovak border regions, taken
over by Germany in 1938. After the accomplishment of this
goal, Gen. Novik established two regional headquarters.
The first HQ (to serve the area from the town of Hradek
nad Nisou to the town of Kraliky) was set up in the town of
Hradec Kralové, whilst the second one (to administer the area
from Hradek nad Nisou, all the way to the demarcation divi-
ding line) was set up in the town of Kladno. On May 16th,
the Kladno area was further split into two sections, with the
respective headquarters in the towns of Louny and M&lnik.

On May 15th, the Czechoslovak President, Dr. Edward
Benes arrived in Prague, by train from the town of Koice.

The Soviet 57th Guards
Heavy Tank Regiment was
located at Prague-Kbely
Airport. It participated
in the welcoming
ceremony for the return
of the Czechoslovak
Government in Exile,
following its arrival from
Kofice on 10 May 1945.
Note Regimental badge
in the detail picture.
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Stiha¢ tankic Marder II s Ceskoslovenskou posddkou projitdi
Hradcem Krdlové pFi cesté do pohraniéi v kvétnu 1945. (MDH)
Tank-destroyer Marder II manned by a Czechoslovak crew passes
through Hradec Krdlové on its way to the border region in May
1945.

Ceskou Lipu, Mimoii, Kamenicky Senov, Novy Bor a Jab-
lonné v Podjestédi. Mnichovska dohoda, anulovani v pri-
béhu vilky diplomaticky, byla nyni anulovina i obnovenou
pfitomnosti eskoslovenské arméady v pohrani¢i historickych
zemi. Velitelstvi Alex ukon¢ilo svoji ¢innost 25. kvétna a je-
ho jednotky pfesly pod veleni 1. Ceskoslovenské armady.

On May 17th, the march-past and review of the Czechoslovak
Army Corps from the Eastern Front took place in Prague. The
units of the Alex Command left to occupy the Czech border
areas, here, they took over the following towns and villages:
Jesenice, Podbofany, Kryry, Zatec, Kounov, Kole3ovice,
Most, Bilina, Teplice-Sanov, Duchcov, Usti nad Labem,
Chudefice, Varnsdorf, and Dé&in-Podmokly. In the town of
Litoméfice, an armed incident occurred. The area of the local
command, situated at the town of Hradec Kralové had already
been occupied during the course of the National Uprising. On
May 18th and 19th, the units of the Revolutionary Guards,
as the militias now called themselves, occupied the towns
of Chomutov, Kadaii, Kyselka, Karlovy Vary (Carlsbad),
Ervénice, Hiikov, BeneSov nad Plou¢nici, Krasna lipa,
Sluknov, Ceska lipa, Mimoii, Kamenicky Senov, Novy Bor
and Jablonné v Podjestédi. The Munich Treaty, diplomati-
cally cancelled during the course of the war, was now for all
practical purposes cancelled by the re-established presence of
the Czechoslovak Army in its historic Czech borderlands. The
mobbing and lynching of the German-speaking inhabitants
was occurring in the above-mentioned areas, especially by
the units that had been reinforced after the Uprising was over.
By their actions, the Revolutionary Guards earned themselves
the nickname of “The Looting Guar

On May 28 1945, a march-past and review of the
Revolutionary Guards took place at Prague Castle, to cele-
brate the birthday of President Bene¥. However, permission
for the return of Czechoslovak pilots from Great Britain was
constantly being delayed by the Soviet Command — finally,
it was given in August. The march-past and parade for the
Czechoslovak pilots took place in Prague, on August 21st.

The Second World War ended on September 2nd 1945,
after the unconditional surrender of the Japanese Empire was
signed. In November 1945, the Soviet and American occupa-
tion armies left Czechoslovakia.
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Pristusnici Seskosloven-
skych Revoluénich gard
v uniformch Afrika-
korpsu s americkym
vojidkem u vraku
Pantheru v Lubech

u Chebu v 1ét¢ 1945.
(Muzeum Cheb)

Members of the Czecho-
slovak Revolutionary
Guards, in ex-Afrika

Korps uniforms,

with an American GI,
at the wreckage

of a Panther tank

in Luby u Chebu,
summer 1945.
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Distojnik sluzeb éesko-
slovenské armddy se svou
divkou u Jagdpantheru
odstaveného v Dé&iné. Léto
1945.
(Sbirka autora)

Summer 1945: An officer
from the Ordnance

Corps of the Czechoslovak
Army together with his gir-
Ifriend in front of

a Jagdpanther,

left behind in Décin.

V pohraniéi dochézelo k represim vi&i némecky mluvicimu
obyvatelstvu, zejména ze strany jednotek dopliiovanych po
i povstni. Svym dal§im postupem si revoluéni gardy
vyslouily prezdivku ,rabovaci gardy*.
28. kvétna 1945 se pii pfileZitosti oslav narozenin pre-
zidenta BeneSe uskutetnila prehlidka revoluénich gard na
kém hradé a 30. kvétna se v Praze konala prehlidka

Povoleni k navratu Eeskoslovenskych leteckych peruti z Velké
Briténie sovétské veleni stile odkladalo a vydalo ho aZ v srp-
nu. Slavnostni prehlidka eskoslovenskych letct se v Praze
konala 21. srpna 1945.

Druhé svétova vélka skoncila 2.

zafi 1945 podpisem bez-
P Japonska. V listopadu
1945 pak Ceskoslovensko opustily americké a sovétské oku-
pacni jednotky.

Odstrariovdni bahna
proudem vody z podvozku
stihace tankii M 18 Hellcat,
pravdépodobné ze

612. pFipadné 633. praporu
stiha¢i tankii v Rokycanech
se stalo nevsedni atrakci.
(Muzeum Rokycany)

High-pressure water
cleaning of an M 18
Hellcat’s suspension
probably from the 612th
or 633rd Tank Destroyer
Battalion in Rokycany,
proved an unusual
attraction.
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NanORE: Kolona 3. vyprostovaci Cety Ceskoslovenské
armddy v Teplé u Maridnskych Lazni. Vpredu Jeep, ndsle-
duji Scammel Tank Transporter, FAMO Sd Kfz 9/1 a témé¥
neviditelny Ward la France Heavy Wrecker MIAL

(F. Mares)

Top: Vehicles of the 3rd Recovery Platoon of the
Czechoslovak Army in Tepld near Maridnské Lazné, in the
fore-ground a Jeep can be seen, accompanied by a Scam-
mel Tank Transporter, FAMO Sd Kfz 9/1 and, barely visible,
aWard la France Heavy Wrecker, MIAL

VLEVO A VEDLEJS! STRANKA: Ceskoslovensti vojdci odvd-
Zeji v 1ét¢ 1945 na tahaci Scammell Tank Transporter
piivodné Némci uZivany tank T-34/85, zniceny v bojich
proti sovétské 6. gardové tankové armddé na konci dubna
1945 u Vyskova. Paradoxem je, e u Vyskova sovétskd stra-
na ztratila spolu s nékolika T-34 také nékolik Shermanii,
dodanych v ramei zikona o pijéce a prondjmu. Jestli ale
opravdu doslo k souboji némeckého T-34/85 a sovétského
Shermanu, neni zndmo. (G. Svoboda)

LEFT AND OPPOSITE P; In the summer of 1945
Czechoslovak soldiers tow away a German war-booty
T-34/85 tank destroyed in combat with the Soviet 6th Guards
Tank Army near Vyskov at the end of April. Paradoxically
the Soviets lost several lend-lease Sherman tanks together
with their own T-34s in this engagement. However, there
is no record of the Soviet Sherman tanks and German
T-34s actually meeting in combat.
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Ceskoslovenské FAMO Sd Kfz 9/1 pFi odklizen vraku samohybného déla StuG Il v Hroznétiné u Karlovych Vari. (F. Mares)
A Czechoslovak FAMO Sd Kfz 9/1 tows away the wreckage of a StuG I in Hroznétin near Karlovy Vary.

Ceskoslovensky Ward la France Heavy Wrecker MIA1 pii vagonovani vraku Pantheru na nddraii ve Strakonicich v zimé& 1945/46. Cernd
tabulka s bilym &islem 69651 se opakovala také na pravém blatniku. (F. Mares)

A Czechoslovak Ward la France, Heavy Wrecker MIAL1, during the recovery of a Panther tank wreck at the train station in the town of
Strakonice in the winter of 1945/46, the black table with the white number 69651 was also repeated on the front right mudguard.
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¢ §tf vojdci vyprostuji vrak némeckého tanku
Panther Ausf. G, zniéeného u Vyskova. Stroj lezel v poici
biichem vzhiiru a jeho odtazent bylo extrémné ndroéné.
Na véi je zFetelné oznadent I01.

(G. Svoboda)

In the summer of 1945 Czechoslovak soldiers tow away

the wreckage of a Panther Ausf. G destroyed near Vyskov

at the end of April. The vehicle was originally lying on its top
and the recovery was extremely difficult. Note 101 marking
on the turret’s side.

Dove: Ward la France Heavy Wrecker MIA1 Ceskoslovenské
samostatné obrnéné brigddy na prehlidce v Praze 30. kvétna
1945. (VHU Praha)

Borrom: A Ward la France, Heavy Wrecker MIAI, of the

Czechoslovak Independent Armoured Brigade Group on para-
de in Prague, 30 May 1945.
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Pz Kpfw VIB Kinigstiger velitele tézkého ého oddilu 503./FHH, hauptmanna von Diest-Kirbera,
ktery v noci z 9. na 10. kvétna, pfi prestelce se Felci a Geskymi povstalci,
zapadl do bahnité louky pFed Trebont. Vrak dostal és. evidencni Gislo 98/V a na snimku je jeho vagdnovint
na nddraii v Tiboe. Pitvodni oznaceni Sernou, bile lemovanou Fimskou jednickou na boku véZe a na masce
kandnu je jasné patrné. (F. Mares)

The Pz Kpfw VIB Konigs-
tiger (King Tiger) of the
commander of the Heavy
(schwere) Panzerabteilung
FHH (former sPzAbt 503),
Hauptmann von Diest-
Korber. This vehicle
became bogged down

in a muddy field during

a fight with Czech patriots
and Soviet anti-tank
gunners in front of the
town of Teboii during the
night of 9/10 May 1945.
The wreckage was marked
98/V by the Czechoslovak
recovery unit. The picture
shows it being loaded onto
a flat wagon in the Tibor
railway station.

Note the original marking
in black roman numerals
1, with a white outline

on the turret’s side and

on the gun-shield.

SI STRANA, NAHORE:
V' Bernarticich éeskoslo-
vensti vojdci odklizeli také
tento Bergepanzer II1.

(F. Mares)

Posledni boj ¢ Konigstiger tézkého ¢ho oddilu 503./FHH, kterého jeho asadka npu\tlh lﬂ kvelna 1945 za obci Brloh, u sil-

nice na Prachatice, tésné pred americkymi liniemi. Stroj nesl &islo ,,213% I

s &slem ,,112% zapadl do

podmdcené louky nékolik set metrii vychodnéji. Jeep na silnici vpravo patfil Ceskoslovenské vyprostovaci éeté. (F. Mares)
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car Bernartice, Czechoslovak soldiers tow away a Bergepanzer 111,

Vraky Sd Kfz 251 a 250/9,
Hetzeru a Grille opusténé
ustupujicimi Némci v okoli
Mirovic, pFipravené

k transportu do huti

u mirovického nddrazi.
(Muzeum Pisek)

Wreckage of Sd Kfz 251s
and a 250/9, a Hetzer

and a Grille left behind by
the German Army around
Mirovice are prepared for
departure to the iron
smelting works, from

the railway station

at Mirovice.

Orpos)
AND RIGHT:
The last operational
Knigstiger of the Heavy
Tank Battalion 503/FHH,
marked 213 was abando-
ned on the 10 May 1945
by its crew in front

of US Army positions west
of Brioh in southern
Bohemia near the road to
Prachatice. The picture
was taken in the summer
of 1945. The Jeep at the
right upper corner belongs
to a Czechoslovak recovery
wunit. The last but one
operational Kinigstiger
was bogged down in the
muddy terrain, several
hundred meters to the east
of this location. It was not
photographically recorded,
but its number 112

is known from sketches
made at the time.
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OBE STRANY NAHORE:
Vrakovisté u Zdmeckého
nddraZi v Teplicich, na kte-
ré sovétiti vojdci soustre-
dovali koFistni némeckou
techniku. Nahoe vlevo
tank Pz Kpfw III, obrnéné
transportéry Sd Kfz 250/9
a 251, vpravo tank

Pz Kpfw IV. Nahote
vpravo protiletadlové
obrnéné transportéry

Sd Kfz 11/1 a samohybné
délo Sd Kfz 250/8 neue
Ausf. Stummel.

DOLE VPRAVO v pozadi
Hummel, v popiedi
viudypiitomné Hetzery.

UPRC

:n: Taha, vytvo-
Feny z odzbrojeného
samohybného déla na
podvozku tanku T-34,
odklizi vrak

obrnéného automobilu

Sd Kfz 234/1 v Zalanech

u Teplic. (K. Novdk via
nakladatelstvi MV&H)
VLEVO DOLE: BezvéZovy
tank T-34 odklizi vrak
tanku Pz IV v Zalanech

u Teplic.

(K. Novik via
nakladatelstvi MV&H)

IN THE MIDDL

A recovery vehicle based
on an unarmed
self-propelled gun on

a T-34 chassis tows away
an Sd Kfz 234/1 armoured
car at Zalany near Teplice.

BOTOM LEI turret-less
T-34 tank tows away the
wreckage of a Pz IV tank
in Zalany near Teplice.
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BOTH PAGES TOP:

A scrapyard near Zdamecké
nddrazi (railway station) in
the town of Teplice where
Soviet soldiers collected
war-booty equipment in
the summer of 1945, top
left a Pz Kpfw III tank,

Sd Kfz 250/9 and 251 half-
-tracks and a Pz Kpfw I
tank. Top right are anti-
-aircraft half-tracks, Sd
Kfz 11/1 together with an
Sd Kfz 250/8 neue Ausf.
Stummel. Borrom: The
ubiquitous Hetzers.
VPRAVO: Samohybnd
houfnice Hummel opusté-
nd némeckymi voj

Horni Krupkou

v Krusnych hordch.

-
" A Hummel self-propelled howitzer left behind by the German
Army near Krupka if the Kruiné Hory Mountains. |
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Sovétska armada v prazské operaci
Soviet Army in Prague’s Operation

Stav 6. kvétna 1945 Valid for 6 May 1945

Tabulka obsahuje také eskoslovenské, polské a rumun- The table shows Czechoslovak, Polish and Romanian units
ské jednotky. Pro vétsi piehlednost jsou kurzivou uvedeny  as well. For better transparency cavalry units appear in italics,
Jezdecké jednotky, tu¢nou kurzivou jednotky mechanizované  mechanised and tank infantry units in bold italics and tank
a motostielecké a tuéné tankové a samohybného délostie- and self-propelled artillery units in bold type. Other units,
lectva. Stielecké (t.j. sovétské p&si), p&si (ostatnich spojencil), i.e. rifle (Soviet), infantry (other Allies on the Eastern Front),
délostrelecké a Zenijni jednotky jsou zobrazeny normédlnim artillery and pioneer are in a normal font.
pismem.

1. ukrajinsky front / 1st Ukrainian front

Pfimo podfizeno (152. tb, 23. a 71. pld)
7. délostielecky sbor (3. a 17. dd, 3. gdrm, 29. pld, 10. gptb, 24. ptb, 3. gdrm)
1. jezdecky sbor (1., 2. a 7. gjd)
3. gardovd armada
piimo podfizeno (87. gttp, 25. dd, 69 pld, 40. gkb, 7. gptb)
10. d&lostielecky sbor (4. a 31. dd, 69. pld)
21. stielecky sbor (58., 253. a 389. sd)
76. stielecky sbor (127., 287. a 327. sd)
120. stielecky sbor (106., 149. a 197. sd)
5. gardové arméda
pfimo podfizeno (150. th, 1. gdd, 3. dd, 17. pdd, 6. a 29. pld, 159. kb, 30. brm, 10. gptb)
32. gardovy stielecky sbor (13., 95. a 97. gsd)
33. gardov: ‘elecky sbor (9. gvd, 14. a 78. gsd)
elecky sbor (15. a 58. gsd, 118. sd)
4. gardovy tankovy sbor (12., 13. a 14. gtb, 3. gmotb)
. armada
piimo podfizeno (10. pld, 39. gkb, 111. hb, 12. brm, 26. ptb)
24. stielecky sbor (280., 395
27. stielecky sbor (6. a 121. gsd, 350. sd)
102. stielecky sbor (117. gsd, 172. a 147. sd)
25. tankovy sbor (111., 162. a 175. tb, 20. motb)
21. arméada
pfimo podfizeno (26. gttp, 37. pld, 34. gkb, 37. ptb)
55. stelecky sbor (225., 229. a 285. sd)
117. st y ., 125. a 282. sd)
118. stfelecky sbor (120., 128. a 291. sd)
28. arméda
pfimo podiizeno (157. kb, 8. gptb)
3. gardovy stielecky sbor (50., 54. a 96. gsd)
20. stfelecky sbor (20., 130. a 152. sd)
128. stielecky sbor (48. a 55. gsd, 61. sd)
7. gardovy mechanizovany sbor (57. gtb, 24., 25. a 26. gmb)
31. arméada
pfimo podiizeno (140. kb)
36. stielecky sbor (62., 173. a 352. sd)
44. stielecky sbor (174., 176. a 220. sd)
71. stielecky sbor (54., 88. a 331. sd)
52. arméada
piimo podiizeno (21. pld, 8. sdb, 145. kb, 11. gptb, 9. ptb)
48. stielecky sbor (111., 213. a 294. sd)

>
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73. stielecky sbor (50., 116. a 254. sd)
78. stielecky sbor (31., 214. a 373. sd)
59. arméda
piimo podfizeno (127. kb, 52. ptb)
43. stielecky sbor (13., 80. a 314. sd)
93. stielecky sbor (239. a 391. sd)
115. stfelecky sbor (98., 245. a 286. sd)
2. polské armada
pfimo podfizeno (16. polski tb, 5. polsky ttp, 5., 7., 8., 9. a 10. polska pési divize)
1. polsky tankovy sbor (2., 3. a 4. polski tb, 1. polskd mb)
3. gardové tankovi arméada
piimo pod¥izeno (57. gttp, 16. sdb, 199. gldb)
6. gardovy tankovy sbor (51., 52. a 53. gtb, 22. gmotb)
7. gardovy tankovy sbor (54., 55. a 56. gtb, 23. gmotb)
9. mechanizovany sbor (91. tb, 69., 70. a 71. mb)
4. gardovi tankovi armada
piimo pod¥izeno (68. gtb, 13. gttp, 70. gsdb, 6. gpld, 71. gldb, 199. 1db)
10. gardovy tankovy sbor (61., 62. a 63. gtb, 72. gttp, 29. gmotb)
5. gardovy mechanizovany sbor (24. gtb, 10., 11. a 12. gmb)
6. gardovy mechanizovany sbor (28. gttp, 16., 17. a 35. gmb)

2. ukrajinsky front / 2nd Ukrainian front

Piimo podiizeno (6. gdrm, 30. a 38. pld, 30. ptb)
9. délostielecky sbor
7. gardova arméada
pfimo podiizeno (27. gtb, 5. gpdd, 16. pdd, 5. a 26. pld, 41. gkb, 2. ptb, 34. ptb)

felecky sbor (4. a 6. gvd, 303. sd)
‘elecky sbor (72. gsd, 141., 375. a 409. sd)
tielecky sbor (25. gsd, 15. a 252. sd)
tielecky sbor (141., 151. a 155. sd)
9. gardové armdda
piimo podiizeno (5. gpld, 35. gkb, 2. gptb)
37. gardovy stelecky sbor (98., 99. a 103. gsd)
38. gardovy strelecky sbor (104., 105. a 106. gsd)
39. gardovy stielecky sbor (100., 107. a 114. gsd)
40. armada
piimo podfizeno (153. kb)
51. stielecky sbor (133., 232. a 240. sd)
46. arméida
pfimo podfizeno (11. pld, 45. gdb, 22. ptb)
10. gardovy stielecky sbor (49. a 86. gsd)
68. stielecky sbor (59. gsd, 99. a 297. sd)
53. armida
pfimo podfizeno (11. dd, 30. pdd, 27. pld, 152. kb, 11. a 31. ptb)
18. gardovy stfelecky sbor (109. gsd, 52. a 317. sd)
49. stfelecky sbor (1. gvd, 110. gsd, 228. sd)
stielecky sbor (42. gsd, 6. a 243. sd)
tfelecky sbor (203. a 227. sd)
tielecky sbor (223. sd)
skd arméada
piimo podfizeno (1. gardové divize)
4. sbor (10. 19. p&i divize, 3. horska divize)
7. sbor (2. p&si divize, 9. jezdecka divize, 2. horska divize)
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ik i T

3.GTA, 6.GTS 3.GTA, 7.GTS 3.GTA, 7.GTS
4.GTA, 10.GTS, 4.GTA, 10. GTS, 63. GTB, 4.GTA, 10. GTS, 63. GTB,
61.GTB velitelstvi / Headquarter 1. prapor
4.GTA, 10.GTS, 4.GTA, 5. GMS, 24. GTB, 4.GTA, 5. GMS, 11. GMB,
29.GMB (?) 54. GTP
6.GTA, 5.GTS 6.GTA, 5. GTS 6.GTA, 5. GTS

i,

1.GJIMS, 7. GMS, 41. GTB

G
'

1.GJMS, 23.TS,
3,89.a135.TB

1.GIMS, 7. GMS, 63. GMB,
84.TP

v

{
'

4.GTS 25.TS 25.TS
e -
25.TS, cykl. prapor 31.TS 31.TS
< e
1. polsky TS, 1. polsky TS, 1. polsky TS,
3. polska TB 4. polska TB 2. motocyklovy prapor
o =
1. Geskoslovenska TB 70. GSHDB

i

3.GTA, 9. MS

t

4.GTA, 10. GTS, 63. GTB,
2. prapor

’

6.GTA, 5. GTS,

6. GTA, 4. GMS, 36. GTB

1.GJMS, 7. GMS,
cykl. prapor (?)

25.TS

b

1. polsky TS, 2. polska TB

’

16. polska TB

4

Neznamé jednotky - Unknown units
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VLEVO: 57. gardovy tétky tankovy pluk, pFidéleny 3. gardové tankové
armdd.

LEFT: 57th Guards Heavy Tank Regiment attached to the 3rd Guards
Tank Army.

DoLE: 78. gardovy t&zky tankovy pluk, pFidéleny 7. mechanizovanému
sboru 1. gardové jezdecko-mechanizované skupiny.

BELLOW: 78th Guards Heavy Tank Regiment attached to the 7th
Mechanised Corps of the Ist Guards Cavalry-mechanised Group.

VLEVO: 42. gardovd téZkd tankovd brigdda, pFidélend 38. armdde.
LEFT: 42nd Guards Heavy Tank Brigade attached to the 38th Army.

1S-2 z 26.gardového tékého tankového
pluku, pFidéleného 21. armddé. Symboly
v jeho znaku nejsou pHlis zretelné, vievo
se jednd pravdépodobné o pismeno "B,
tedy "V” azbukou.

(Shirka autora)

An IS-2 tank of the 26th Guards Heavy
Tank Regiment attached to the 21st Army.
Its marking is not clear but there is
probably a letter ”B” which means V"
in Cyrillic to the left.

Poznamky k jednotkam
Notes for units

cyKlisticky prapor = bicykle battalion
motocyklovy prap. = motorcycle battalion
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4. rumunskd arméda
pfimo podfizeno (6. p&si divize)
2. sbor (8., 9. a 11. p&si divize, 8. jezdecka divize)
6. sbor (3., 18. a 21. p&i divize, 1. jezdecka divize)

6. gardova tankova armada
pfimo podfizeno (49. gttp, 51. gsdb, 207. a 208. sdb, 202. 1db)
5. gardovy tankovy sbor (20., 21. a 22. gtb, 6. gmotb)
2. gardovy mechanizovany sbor (37. gtb, 30. gttp, 4., 5. a 6. gmb)
4. gardovy mechanizovany sbor (36. gtb, 13., 14. a 15. gmb)
9. gardovy mechanizovany sbor (46. gtb, 18., 30. a 31. gmb)

1. gardovd jezdecko - mechanizovand skupina

y sbor (9. a 10. gjd, 30. jd)

Jezdecky sbor (8. a 13. gjd, 8. jd)

23 Iankovy sbor (3., 39. a 135. tb, 56. motb)

7. mechanizovany sbor (41. gtb, 78. gttp, 16., 63. a 64. mb)

4. ukrajinsky front / 4th Ukrainian front

1. gardovd armada
pfimo podfizeno (1. gttp, 25. pld, 24. gkb, 3. kb)
67. stielecky sbor (81., 237. a 340. sd)
95. stielecky sbor (2. gvd, 211. a 351. sd)
127. lehky stielecky sbor (3., 69. a 70. gsb)
18. armada
piimo podfizeno (146. kb)
17. gardovy stelecky sbor (8., 24. a 138. sd)
1. Ceskoslovensky armadni sbor (1., 3. a 4. Ceskoslovenska p&si brigada)
38. armada
pimo podfizeno (1. Eeskoslovenska tb, 5. gtb, 31. gtb, 42. gttb [99., 100. a 101. gttp], 12. gttp, 24. dd, 76. pld,
135. kb, 6. a 39. ptb)
11. stfelecky sbor (30., 221. a 276. sd)
52. stfelecky sbor (121., 241. a 305. sd)
101. stielecky sbor (70. gsd, 140., 183. a 226. sd)
126. lehky stielecky sbor (31., 32. a 72. gsb)
60. armada
pfimo podfizeno (302. sd, 13. dd, 43. pld, 33. kb, 27. gbrm, 3., 18. a 40. ptb)
3. horsky sbor (128. a 318. gsd, 242. a 322. sd)
5. stielecky sbor (9., 107. a 336. sd)
28. stielecky sbor (100., 148. a 246. sd)
106. stielecky sbor (304. sd)
107. stielecky sbor (129. gsd, 161. a 167. sd)
31. tankovy sbor (100., 237. a 242. th, 65. motb)

Pouzité zkratky/ Used abbreviations

brm  brigada reaktivnich minometi / rocket launcher brigade pdd  prélomova délostrelecka divize / artillery strike division
db  délostrelecka brigada / artilery brigade pid  protiletadiova divize / anti-aircraft division
dd  délostreleck divize / artillery division ptb  protitankova brigada / anti-tank brigade
drm  divize reaktivnich minometdi / rocket launcher division sb  streleck brigada / rifle brigade

g gardova/ guard unit sd stielecké divize / riffe division

hb  houfnicova brigada / howitzer brigade sdb  brigada /

jd  jezdecka divize / cavalry division artillery brigade

kb Kanénova brigada / cannon brigade o tankova brigada / tank brigade

Idb  lehka dlostrelecka brigada / light artillery brigade ts  tankovy sbor/ tank corps

mb  mechanizovana brigada / mechanised brigade tth  t82ké tankova brigada / heavy tank brigade
motb  motostrelecké brigada / lorried infantry brigade ttp  tzky tankovy pluk /heavy tank regiment

nsb  namofni stfelecka brigdda / navy rifle brigade vd vysadkova divize / paratrooper division
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Organizace némecké armady na fronté v okoli ¢eskych
zemi k 7. kvétnu 1945

Organisation of the German Army on the frontline nearby Czech lands
on 7 May 1945

Heeresgruppe Mitte

Pfimo piidéleno
I. Flakkorps - jeho protiletadlové divize pfidéleny jednotlivyym arméadam:
10. FlakD - 17. Armee
11. FlakD - 1. Panzer Armee
17. FlakD - 4. Panzer Armee

7. Armee
13. Armee Korps (2. PzD, ,,Schulze “ Gr)
12. Armee Korps (347. VGrenD, 404., 413. InfD,
. Benicke* Kgr)
85. Armee Korps (11. PzD)

FS

. Panzer Armee
pfimo podiizeno (2. SS PzD ,, Das Reich*,
10. SS PzD ,, Frundsberg “, 20. PzD)
90. Armee Korps (469., 464. InfD, ,, Brandt“ Rgt,
. Diping“ Gr)
FallPzKorps ,, Herrmann Goring“ (FallPzD HG 1,
FallPzGrenDHG 2, ,, Liidecke “ Gr, ,, Dresden-1* InfD)
PzKorps ,, Grossdeutschland*“ (17., 72., 269. InfD,
545. VGrenD)
57. Pz Korps (6., 404., 615. InfD)

17. Armee
8. Armee Korps (208. InfD, 100. JiD, 18. SS PzGrenD
. Horst Wessel*, 20. SS GrenD ,,estn. Nr. 1*)
17. Armee Korps (45., 359. InfD, 31. GrenD SS)
40. PzKorps (16., 17. PzD, 68., 168. InfD, 1. SkiJiD)
57. Pz Korps (6., 404., 613. InfD)

1. Panzer Armee
pfimo podfizeno (8. PzD, 253., 371. InfD 320.,
544. VGrenD)
11. Armee Korps (10. PzGrenD, PzGrenD FHH-1,
715. InfD)
59. Armee Korps (PzGrenD ,, Brandenburg “)
72. Armee Korps (78. StD, 254., 304. InfD)
49. GebKorps (76. InfD, 153. GrenD, 271. VGrenD,
97. J4D, 3., 4. GebJiD)
24. Pz Korps (6., 19. PzD, 8. JiD, 46. VGrenD, 15. a
711. InfD, 10. FallJiD)

Heeresgruppe Ostmark

8. Armee
PzKorps ,, Feldherrenhalle “ (PzD FHH-2, 25. PzD,
211. VGrenD, 357. InfD)
43. Armee Korps (44., 48. a 96. InfD, 101. JiD)

6. Armee**

** Operovaly na rakouském tzem(
Operated on the Austrian territory.

6. SS Panzer Armee**
piimo podfizeno (12. SS GrenD , Hitlerjugend*)
2. S8 Panzer Korps (Fiihrer Grenadier Division,
3.PzD SS , Totenkopf*)
General Kommando ,, Biinau* (710. InfD, ,, Stegman* Kgr)
1. SS Panzer Korps (1. PzD SS ,, Leibstandarte Adolf
Hitler*, 117., 356., InfD,, Keitel “ Kgr)

Pouzité zkratky/ Used abbreviations

Armee armada / army

FallJaD vysadkové divize / paratrooper division

FlakD divize protiletadiového délostrelectva /
AA artillery division

Flakkorps protiletadiovy sbor / anti-aircraft corps

GebJaD horska divize / mountain division

GrenD granétnicka divize / grenadier division

Heeresgruppe skupina armad / group of armies

InfD p&si divize / infantry division

JaD myslivecka divize / huntsman division

Korps sbor / corps
PzD tankova divize / tank division

PzGrenD  divize tankovych granatniki / tank grenadier division
PzKorps  tankovy sbor / tank corps
SkiJaD  lyzafska divize / skidivision
StD tiderna divize / storm division
VGrenD divize lidovych granatniki / people grenadier division
Gr skupina / group
Kgr bojova skupina / battle group
Rgt pluk / regiment
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Vrakovisté u Nového Mésta na Morave. Zajimavé

Je betonové zesileni horni &isti Gelniho pancife
Sturmgeschiitz 40 in a scrapyard near Nové

u samohybného déla StuG 40 dole. (VHA)
mésto na Morave. Note concrete reinforcement of the

upper part of its frontal armour.
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Waffen-SS
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2.88 10.SS  18.SS GrenD20.SS GrenD 31, SS
PzD PzD

GrenD
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Némecka armada
German Army

s

17. AOK VIILLAK. XVII. AK. XXXXIX. Geb. K. LIX. AK.

- | ‘ ! %
FHH Pz. K. 6.PzD 21.PzD Brandenburg
PzGrenD

FHH-1 6. InfD 48. InfD 68. InfD 72.InfD 78. SturD
PzGrenD
97. JaD 100. JaD 154. 168. InfD 182. 304. InfD
ResD

320. 344. InfD 347. InfD 356. InfD 357. InfD 711.InfD
VGrenD
Fahrer 286. StugB 1. Flakkorps

Begleit Division
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Americka armada
Us Army

12. skupina armad 1. arméada 3.arméada V. sbor « V. Corps XIl. sbor « XIl. Corps
12th Army Group 1st Army 3rd Army

1. pasi divize 2. psi divize 5. pési divize 26. p&si divize 90. pasi divize
1 Infantry Division 2 Infantry Division 5 Infantry Division 26 Infantry Division 90 Infantry Division

2

97. pési divize Rangers 4. obrnéna divize 9. obrnéna divize 16. obrnéna divize
97 Infantry Division 4 Armored Division 9 Armored Division 16 Armored Division

4

Prapory stihacu tank( Ceskoslovenska sam. 71. pési divize 14. obrnéna divize 17. belgicky strelecky

Tank Destroyer Force obrnéna brig. skupina 71 Infantry Division 14 Armored Division prapor (znak od léta 1945)
Czechoslovak Indep. 17 Belgian Fuss. Bn

Armoured Brigade Group (emblem since May 1945)

Sovétska armada i iv armadé
Soviet Army The national insigni:

Rukévova nasivka sovétskych Regulovéik
protitankovych jednotek Road Dispatcher Dobrovolnici * Volunteers
Sleeve badge of the Soviet 2 Azerbajdzanu 2 Arménie ROA » Russian
Anti-tank Units from Azerbaijan from Armenia Liberation Army
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Armada Spojenych stata americkych

United States Army

Stav 1. kvétnal945/ To 1st May 1945

Jednotky V. sboru / Units of the V. Corps

V. Corps 9 Armd Div
102 Cav Gp 89 Ren Sq
12 Armd Gp 2Tk Bn
3TD Gp 14 Tk Bn
351 FA Gp 19 Tk Bn
187 FA Gp 27 Armd Inf Bn
190 FA Gp 52 Armd Inf Bn
406 FA Gp 60 Armd Inf Bn
656 FA Gp 565 TD Bn (SP)
76 FA Bn 3 Armd FA Bn
17 FA Obsn Bn 16 Armd FA Bn
115 AAA Gp 73 Armd FA Bn
1121 Engr C Gp 482 AAA AW Bn
1171 Engr C Gp 9 Armd Eng Bn
56 Sig Bn 149 Armd Sig Co
53 Med Bn 2 Armd Med Bn
285 FA Obsn Bn
62 Armd FA Obsn Bn
2 Ranger Inf Bn 2 Inf Div
17 Belgian Fuss Bn 2RenTr
9 Inf Regt
23 Inf Regt
38 Inf Regt
741 Tk Bn
612 TD Bn (SP)
12 FA Bn
15 FA Bn
37 FA Bn
38 FA Bn
462 AAA AW Bn
2 Eng Bn
2 Sig Co
2 Med Bn

PouZzité zkratky/ Used abbreviations

AAA  Anti-Aircraft Artilery /
Armd  Armoured / obrnény

AW Automatic Weapons / rychlopainych zbrani
Bn  Battalion / prapor

C  Combat/bojovy

Cav  Cavalry / jezdecky

CCA  Combat Command A / bojové velitelstvi ,A*
CCB  Combat Command B / bojové velitelstv( .B*
Co  Company/ rota

Div  Division / divize

Engr  Engineer / Zenijni

FA Field Artillery / polni délostrelectvo

Fuss  Fussilier / stielecké (belgicky prap.)

16 Armd Div 97 Inf Div*
23 Cav Ren Sq 97 Ren Tr
5Tk Bn 303 Inf Regt
16 Tk Bn 386 Inf Regt
26 Tk Bn 387 Inf Regt
18 Armd Inf Bn 782 Tk Bn
64 Armd Inf Bn 820 TD Bn (SP)
69 Armd Inf Bn 303 FA Bn
633 TD Bn (SP) 365 FA Bn
393 Armd FA Bn 389 FA Bn
396 Armd FA Bn 922 FA Bn
397 Armd FA Bn 444 AAA AW Bn
571 AAA AW 322 Eng Bn
216 Armd Eng Bn 97 Sig Co
156 Armd Sig Co 322 Med Co

216 Armd Med Bn

1 Inf Div
1Ren Tr
16 Inf Regt
18 Inf Regt
26 Inf Regt
745 Tk Bn
634 TD Bn (SP)
5 FA Bn
7 FA Bn
32 FA Bn
33 FA Bn
103 AAA AW Bn
1 Eng Bn
1 Sig Co
1 Med Bn

Gp  Group/ skupina

Inf Infantry / p&si

Med  Medical / zdravotni

Obsn  Observation / pozorovaci
Ren  Reconnaissance / priizkumny
Regt  Regiment / pluk

Sig  Signal / spojovaci

Sp  Self-propelled / samohybny
Sq  Squadron / eskadrona

TD  Tank destroyer / protitankovy
Tk Tank/tankovy

T Troop/ deta
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XIIL Corps
2 Cav Gp
17 Armd Gp
9TD Gp
177 FA Gp
182 FA Gp
183 FA Gp
410 FA Gp
244 FA Bn
738 FA Bn
286 FA Obsn Bn
27 AAA Gp
1135 Engr C Gp
1137 Engr C Gp
93 Sig Bn
37 Med Bn

5 Inf Div
5 Cav Ren Tr
2 Inf Regt
10 Inf Regt
11 Inf Regt
737 Tk Bn
803 TD Bn (SP)
19 FA Bn
21 FA Bn
46 FA Bn
50 FA Bn
449 AAA AW Bn
7 Eng Bn
5 Sig Co
5 Med Bn

pak u V. sboru.

From 23 to 30 April sub-
-ordinate to XII Corps and
then to V Corps
Postupovala na rakouském
Gzemi

Attacked on Austrian
territory

Samohybné protiletadlo-
vé délo MISA1 v Plzni.
(MDH)

A self-propelled
anti-aircraft gun MISA1
in Plzeit

Jednotky XII. sboru / Units of the XII. Corps

26 Inf Div
26 Ren Tr
101 Inf Regt
104 Inf Regt
328 Inf Regt

778 Tk Bn
818 TD Bn (.
101 FA Bn
102 FA Bn
180 FA Bn
263 FA Bn
390 AW Bn
101 Eng Bn
39 Sig Co
114 Med Bn

4 Armd Div
25 Ren Sq
8 Tk Bn
35Tk Bn
37 Tk Bn
10 Armd Inf Bn
51 Armd Inf Bn
53 Armd Inf Bn
704 TD Bn (SP)
22 Armd FA Bn
66 Armd FA Bn
94 Armd FA Bn
489 AAA AW Bn
24 Armd Eng Bn
144 Armd Sig Co
46 Armd Med Bn

11 Armd Div**
41 Cav Ren Sq
22 Tk Bn
41 Tk Bn
42 Tk Bn
21 Armd Inf Bn
55 Armd Inf Bn
63 Armd Inf Bn

705 TD Bn (SP)

490 Armd FA Bn

491 Armd FA Bn

492 Armd FA Bn

575 AAA AW
56 Armd Eng Bn

151 Sig Co
81 Armd Med Bn

90 Inf Div

90 Ren Tr
357 Inf Regt
358 Inf Regt
359 Inf Regt
712 Tk Bn

SP) 773 TD Bn (SP)

343 FA Bn
344 FA Bn
345 FA Bn
915 FA Bn
537 AAA AW Bn
315 Eng Bn

90 Sig Co
315 Med Bn

[97 Inf Div]*

97 Ren Tr

303 Inf Regt
386 Inf Regt
387 Inf Regt
782 Tk Bn

820 TD Bn (SP)
303 FA Bn
365 FA Bn
389 FA Bn
922 FA Bn
444 AAA AW Bn
322 Eng Bn

97 Sig Co

322 Med Co

0d 23.4. do 30.4.1945 ope-
raéné podfizena XII. sboru,
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i

Marder Il Eeskoslovenské arméady,
ktery projizdél ve druhé poloving
kvétna 1945 Hradcem Kralové, byl
na vsech plochach zbarven tmavou
Zluti, dopInénou stfikanymi plochami
tmavé zelené.

2
Jeden ze dvou tankl Pz 38(t), ukofisténych j; i jednotkou malife Pavla Hlozka 5. kvétna
1945 na opevnéné kété Na Haj byl stfikanymi pasy tmavé zelené a ervenohnédé pres zékladni tmavou

Zlutou. Na bocich véZe byly od ruky malované ¢eskoslovenské viajky, vysostné oznadeni Ceskoslovenské republiky doplfiovala
pismena CSR, bila, na zadni stén& véze v barvéch trikoléry.

3.

Stihace tank Jagpanzer 38(t) Hetzer 600. oddilu
stiha¢i tankd 1. divize Ruské osvobozenecké
armady byly kamuflovany ostie délenymi pasy
tmavé Zluté, zelené a ¢ervenohnédé. V predni
casti boku korby nesly bilé oznaéeni ROA

v azbuce, tedy POA.

5.

Povstalci v Praze — HoleSovicich
ziskali na nadrazi Praha — Bubny
dvacetimilimetrovy kanén z vraku
obrnéného vozidla neznamého
typu, na Zelezniénim vagéné zni-
Geném pfi naletu. Kanén umistli
na ukofistény nakladni
automobil Krupp ,Protze*

a pouzivali za barikadami jako
prostfedek mobilni palebné
podpory. Automobil byl

zbarven tmavou Zlutou.
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6.

M4A3E8 HVVS ze 745. samostatné-
ho tankového praporu, pfidéleného
1. pési divizi, v podobg, v jaké se
ucastnil boji na némeckém uzemi

v dubnu 1945,

Celé vozidlo bylo

v tankové olive drab,
hvézda na boku byla zamazana
blatem, aby némeckym délostfelim
neusnadiiovala mifeni.

8.

Lehky tank M 24 Chaffee z roty D, 16. tankového praporu 16. obrnéné divize.
Kamuflaz je opét tankova olive drab. Pro stroje tohoto praporu bylo typické
nepredpisové T namisto trojuhelniku v kédu praporu, chybgjici bilé hvézdy,
jméno na vézi za¢inajici pismenem ,D*, a také zdvizena prostfedni &4st blatnikd,
které vytvarely prostor pro pfevoz zavazadel posadky. Oznaceni opét dopliiuje
¢&islo mostni klasifikace ve Zlutém kotoudi, tentokrat namalovaném uprostfed
¢&elniho pancife.

o

Dodge WC-54 se sanitni ety

9. pésiho praporu 2. pési divize

v podobé, v jaké projizdél 6. kvét-
na 1945 Pfesticemi. Typickym
prvkem oznaceni vozidel 2. pési
divize byl bily naraznik s ¢ernymi
kédy jednotky a éernym Stitkem ze
znaku divize uprostied. Oznaceni
dopliiovalo ¢erné ¢islo mostni
klasifikace na Zluté natfeném ple-
chovém disku na pravém blatniku.
KamuflaZ tvofila standardni
tankova olive drab.

10.

Obrnény automobil M 8 Greyhound
evidenéniho ¢&isla USA 6040014,
pojmenovany posadkou BABY
DONNA a AGNES z 23. jezdecké
squadrony 16. obrnéné divize v po-
dobé, v jaké se ztéastnil doprovodu
mise plukovnika Pratta do $tabu
némecké skupiny armad Stfed ve
Velichovkach, 200 kilometr(i za
nepratelskymi liniemi, 7. — 8. kvétna
1945. Stroj byl kamuflovan tankovou
olive drab, nemél blatniky a jako
oznaéeni parlamentai nesl po vétsi-
nu cesty bily prapor.
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Camouflage and marking

1. A Marder Il belonging to the Czechoslovak army, passing through the town
of Hradec Kralové in the second half of May, 1945. The vehicle was painted
yellow on its entire surface, to which some spray-painted dark-green surfaces
had been added.

2. One of two Pz 38(1) tanks that were captured during the Uprising by the
militia of Jabkenice, under the command of the C; i

14. A tracked motorcycle, Sd Kiz 1 Kettenkrad, bearing the white marking ¢
an unidentified German unit, being used by Soviet soldiers in Prague, Ma
1945, the entire vehicle was painted dark-yellow.

16. A Soviet T-34/76 tank belonging to an unknown Soviet unit, passin
through the town of Podébrady, May 1945, the machine was fitted wit
a

painter Pavel HioZek on May 5th, 1945. The tanks were camouflaged with
dark-green and red-brown stripes sprayed over the dark-yellow base paint.
Czechoslovak flags were hand-painted on the sides of the turret, to this mar-
king of the Czechoslovak Republic, the white letters "CSR" were added in
white (in the three national colours on the rear face of the turret).

3.The tank-hunters
ofthe 1stDi y p-
edged stripes of dark-yellow, green and red-brown. A white marking, POA
was painted on the front of the Hetzer and is an abbreviation of the Army's
name in the Cyrillic alphabet.

38 (t) Hetzer, of the

iberati

iéger Abteilung

5. At the station of Praha — Bubny, the miltias of Prague — Holeovice seized
a20-mm cannon from the wreckage of an unknown armoured vehicle, which
had been destroyed on a railway wagon during an air raid. The cannon was
placed on a seized Krupp "Protze” truck and from behind the barricades, the
truck was used as a mobile firing unit. The truck was painted dark-yellow.

6. An M4A3ES HVVS, of the 745th Independent Tank Battalion, attached to
the 1st Infantry Division. The vehicle's camouflage and markings are typical
of tanks participating in the fighting on German territory during April1945. The
entire vehicle was painted in Olive Drab; the star on the sidewall was covered
with mud, to reduce its use as an aiming point by enemy anti-tank artillery.

8. Alight tank, M24 Chaffee, of "D* Company of the 16th Tank Battalion, 16th
Armored Division. Camouflage again is Olive Drab, a non-standard "T” repla-
ces atriangle in the squadron’s code, the white stars are missing, the name on
the turret starting with a"D" and the raised middle part of the mudguards, (thus
creating a space for the crew's bags), was typical for the machines of this
squadron. Again, the number of the bridging class of the tank (appearing in
a yellow disk, painted in the middle of the front armour plate) accompanies
the marking.

7. A Dodge WC-54 ambulance of the Sth Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry
Division, as it passed through the town of Prestice on May 6th, 1945. A white
bumper, bearing the black codes of the unit and the black shield of the Division
badge were the typical markings of the 2nd Infantry Division's vehicles. The
black number on a yellow metal disk positioned on the right mudguard indica-
tes the weight class of the vehicle for bridge crossing purposes: the bridging
class disk. The vehicle's camouflage was the standard US Olive Drab.

10. This M 8 Greyhound armoured vehicle, num. USA 6040014, nicknamed
BABY DONNA and AGNES by its crew, of the 23rd Cavalry Squadron of the
16th Armored Division, participated in the escort to LtCol. Pratt's mission
to the staff of the German Army Group Mitte, situated in the spa town of
Velichovky 200 kilometres behind enemy lines, (May 7th and 8th 1945). The
machine was camouflaged in Olive Drab, had no mudguards and bore a white
flag for most of the time it spent on the mission.

11. A Pz Kpfw V Panther Ausf G, abandoned by its crew in the town of Velké
Mezifi¢i. The tank's camouflage took the form of uneven stripes sprayed in
green and red-brown over a dark-yellow base. The white number "324” can be
seen on the additional armour, made from spare sections of track length.

15. A self-propelled gun itz 40, by retreating German
soldiers in the town of Liberec. The vehicle is painted dark-yellow, with no
visible markings. The front part of the vehicle is camouflaged with tree bran-
ches.

12.0ne of four Hetzer , th, 1945, during aclash
between the German re rds and the Soviet its at B

Néchod. The vehicle was camouflaged in the "Ambush” colour scheme, con-
sisting of areas of dark-yellow, green and red-brown paint, with small spots
of darker colours on the light areas and vice-versa. The cross on the sidewall
was in black without a border. Presumably, the vehicle belonged to the 31st
Grenadier Division of the SS.

13. An armoured vehicle, Sd Kfz 251/1 Ausf. D, camouflaged with dark-green
spots sprayed over the base dark-yellow paint, leaving the centre of Prague
on May 9th, 1945, amongst the last German convoy to leave the city.
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cupola taken from any German tank. Because of this alterati
on, the hatch on the right hand side of the turret had to be cut by a half. Th
camouflage features a uniform covering of green paint, upon which some ¢
the temporary white winter paint is still visible.

17. A GAZ-AA truck that carried the first Soviet soldiers into the town of Turno
on May 10, 1945, it was painted dark-green, except for the bed sidewalls an
the cab roof, which were painted in grey, with some dark-green spots sprayex
over the grey. Presumably, a white registration number Z-80-110 was painte
on the doors, while the rim around the cab's windscreen was painted red.

19. A rocket launcher BM-13 "Katyusha,” carried on the chassis of a Stude
baker US-6 truck, belonging to an unidentified rocket unit of the 10th Guards
Tank Corps. The truck tself was left in the original American Olive Drab paint
the rocket launcher and the sheets covering the cab were painted in the
Russian camouflage green colour. On the doors, a white unit number woul
be painted, presumably, a registration number P-55-260 was also paintec
below the unit number and below this a symbol of the 10th GTC with the
letter "P" in the middle would also appear.

20. An M4A2 Sherman, belonging to an unidentified tank brigade of the
5th Guards Tank Corps, still camouflaged in the original American Olive Drab
A large white number 1-100 was painted on the turret, while the single white
circle around the barrel is thought to have marked the vehicles of the first
squadron of the brigade. The rear areas of the tank were heavily stained by
diesel fuel and lubricant spillage. (See back cover page)

21. AT-34/85, of the 16th Polish Tank Brigade of the 2nd Polish Army. A white
Polish eagle in a broken circle above a white, four-digit, number served as the
brigade symbol. The tank was camouflaged in a uniform green finish.

22. A T-34/85, no. 040, of the 1st Czechoslovak Independent Tank Brigade
was one of the first two machines of the brigade to arrive at Prague Castle on
May 10th. It was camouflaged with the areas of brown on a green base, with
some of the white winter camouflage still apparent.

23. A Universal Carrier T248561, belonging to the Combined Detachment of
the Czechoslovak Independent Armoured Brigade Group. The vehicle was
camouflaged in the British bronze-green colour, a brigade symbol was pain-
ted on its front armour plating, while a white number "54" on a red square,
(the marking of the motorised battalion of the brigade), was also painted on
the front armour plating. On the vehicles of the Combined Detachment in
the Czech lands, a hand-painted symbol "D1” appears, the meaning of which
remains unknown.

24. ARumanian Pz Kpfw IV Ausf. G was left in its original German dark-yellow
colour scheme. A white circle with a red star was painted on the turret, on the
front part of the forward armour plating.

4. Three unfinished Hetzer tank-hunters were seized from the Skoda factory,
located in Prague’s Smichov Quarter, by the Czech volunteer militias. The
Volunteer tank unit led by First Lieutenant Neubauer took the first two the
third (seen here) was acquired by the volunteer tank unit led by Staff Captain
Dvofék. The main body of the Hetzer was dark in colour, presumably dark-
-green (but red primer or gun metal is also possible), with spots of dark-yellow
paint applied at points where various screws, bolts and covers were located.
The wheels of the chassis were painted in the dark-yellow. The cover of the
cannon barrel and the cross on the lower front armour plate were painted
white. The large Czechoslovak flags painted on the side and the front armour
plating indicated who the new owners were.

25. AT-34/76, 1941 mark, used by the 1st Division of the POA in Prague, was
leftin its original Soviet green finish on the entire surface. A white number "3",
painted under the main barrel was the only marking. However, it could also be
taken for the letter "Z", written in the Cyrilic alphabet

9. An M4ASE8 HVVS of "B" Company, of the 35th Tank Squadron, of the
4th Armored Division, on May 6th, this machine reached the town of
Prachatice amongst the first American tanks to do so.
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i opustény posadkou ve Velkém
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Fotografie jednoho z kolony Hetzeri, které
se v Bélovsi stietly se sovétskymi jednotkami.
(VL. Francev)

In this photo a Hetzer from a convoy of
German vehicles that encountered the Soviet
Army in Béloves can be seen.

12.

Jeden ze étyf stihach tank( Hetzer, zni-
&enych 9. kvétna 1945 pii srazce mezi
némeckym zadnim vojem a éelnimi
sovétskymi jednotkami v Bélovsi

u Néchoda. Kamuflovam byl

v ,Ambush* schématu, tvofeném poli tmavé
Zluté, zelené a cervenohnédé se skvrnami
tmavych barev na svétlych polich a nao-
pak. Tramovy kfiZz na boku byl pouze &erny,
bez lemu. Vozidlo s nejvétsi pravdépodob-
nosti patfilo 31. granatnické divizi SS.
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13,

Obrnény transportér

Sd Kfz 251/1 Ausf. D,
kamuflovany stfikanymi
skvrnami tmavé zelené
na zakladni tmavé Zluté,
opoustél rano 9. kvétna
1945 stied Prahy v po-
sledni némecké koloné,
ktera opoustéla mésto.

14.

Pésovy motocykl Sd Kfz 1 Kettenkrad

s bilym oznacenim $tabu neidentifikova-
né némecké jednotky, pouzivali v kvétnu
1945 v Praze sovétsti vojaci. Celé vozi-
dlo bylo tmavé Zluté.

16.
Sovétsky tank T-34/85 ze 61. gardo-
Vvé tankové brigady 10. gardového
tankového sboru 4. gardové tankové
armady byl kamuflovan zelenou bar-
vou. Oznaceni na vézi bylo bilé, trojka
pfed pomi&kou nejspie oznagovala
vozidla tfetiho praporu. Pfes oznadeni
bylo kfidou npsano heslo ,Vpéred na
Berlin“, které bylo ¢&itelné i po pijezdu
tanku do Prahy 9. kvétna 1945,

18.

Tank T-34/76 neznamé
sovétské jednotky, ktery

v kvétnu 1945 projizdél
Podébrady. Stroj mél
namontovanou velitelskou
Vvézicku z nékterého z né-
meckych tanku. Kvuli této
Upravé musel byt poklop na
pravé strané véze zmensen
skoro o polovinu. Kamuflaz
tvofil jednolity zeleny natér
se zbytky bilé zimni

kryci barvy.
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17.

Nakladni automobil GAZ-AA, na kterém 10. kvétna 1945
prijeli prvni sovétsti vojaci do Turnova, byl zbarven tmavou
zelenou, s vyjimkou boki korby a stfechy kabiny, které byly
Sedé se stiikanymi tmavé zelenymi skvrnami. Na dvefich
kabiny bylo pravdépodobné registra&ni bilé &islo Z-80-110,
lista, obepinajici kabinu, byla cervena.

19.

Raketomet BM-13 ,Kafusa“ na podvozku nékladniho auto-
mobilu Studebaker US-6 neidentifikované raketometné
jednotky 10. gardového tankového sboru.

Autenticky snimek z pFijezdu
sovétské armddy do Turnova
10. kvétna 1945.

(SOKA Semily)

An authentic shot, showing
the arrival of the Soviet
Army at the town of Turnov,
May 1945.

Autenticky snimek z pFjezdu sovétské armddy
do Turnova 10. kvétna 1945. (SOKA Semily)
An authentic shot, showing the arrival of the
Soviet Army at the town of Turnov, May 1945.

Automobil byl ponechan

v plvodni americké olive
drab, raketomet a plechy,
kryjici kabinu, byly natfeny
ruskou kamuflazni zele-
nou. Ny dvefich bylo bilé
oznaéeni jednotky, pod nim
pravdépodobné registraéni
¢islo P-55-260 a pod nim
symbol 10. GTS s pismnem
P uprostted.
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25.

T-34/76 vz. 1941, ktery v Praze
pouzivala 1. divize ROA byl

na véech plochach ponechan
v plvodni sovétské zelené.
Jedinym oznaéenim byla &is-
lice ,3" namalovana bilou bar-
vou pod hlavni kanénu. Mohlo
také jit o pismeno ,Z“ azbukou.
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4.

PraZsti povstalci ziskali ve smichovské
tovarné Skoda tfi nedohotovené stihase
tanku Hetzer. Prvni dva prevzala jednotka
npor. Neubauera, tieti, zobrazeny stroj,
byl zafazen do jednotky Skpt. Dvoraka.
Korba byla tmava, pravdépodobné tmavé
zelend, ovéem v uvahu pfichazi i zakla-
dova &ervenohnéda nebo prosty tmavy
kov, se skvrnami tmavé Zluté v mistech
raznych Sroubl, dchytl a krytek. Kola
podvozku méla tovarni natér evropskou
Zlutou RAL 7028. Kryt lafety kanénu a
kfiz na spodnim &elnim pancifi byly bilé.
Na bo¢nim a &elnim pancifi namalované
velké ceskoslovenské viajky oznacovaly
soucasného uzivatele.

SrEPAE L

9.

M4A3E8 HVVS z roty B,

'37. tankového praporu 4. obrnéné
divize. Tento stroj pfijel jako jeden
z prvnich americkych tanki

6. kvétna 1945 do Prachatic.
Hvézda byla zamazana blatem

a pfed ni bylo osobni oznageni
posadky CUT HERE.
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-
T-34/85 ze 16. polské tankové brigady
2. polské armady. Symbolem brigady byla
bila polska orlice v pferusované kruznici
nad bilym étyfmistnm &islem. Kamuflaz
byla jednolita zelena barva.

22,

T-34/85 ¢&islo 040 z 1. Eeskoslovenské
samostatné tankové brigady byl jednim z
prvnich dvou stroju brigady, které 10 kvétna
1945 piijely na Prazsky hrad. Kamuflovan
byl skvrnami hnédé barvy na zeleném
zékladé se zbytky bilého zimniho natéru.

23.

Universal Carrier T248561 Kombinovaného oddilu
Ceskoslovenské samostatné obrnéné brigady. Kamuflovany
byl britskou bronzovou zelenou. Na levém blatniku nesl znak
brigady, na pfednim pancifi bilé ¢islo 54 na ¢erveném &tverci,
které oznacovalo motorizovany prapor brigady. Na vozidlech
Kombinovaného oddilu se v Cechéch objevuije bilé, od ruky
psané oznaceni D1, jehoz vyznam je neznamy.

24,
Rumunsky Pz Kpfw IV

byl na v8ech plochach
ponechan v pavodni
némecké evropské Zluté
barvé RAL 7028, v pfedni
&asti predstavného pancife
na vézi nesl bily kruh

s vepsanou &ervenou
hvézdou.
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